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W I N O N A  ú M I N N E S O T A  

                        S i n c e  1 8 5 6 

"I pray that you may be active in 

sharing your faith, so that you will 

have a full understanding of every 

good thing we have in Christ." 

 ï Philemon 1:6   
 

 This prayer of Paul, concerning his brother 

in the faith, Philemon, caught my attention and 

has haunted me.  It suggests that the only way 

to have a full understanding of the blessings of 

God is to be about the business of sharing our 

faith.  And as Paul greets his brother in this 

letter, he prays for Philemon that he might be 

active in sharing his faith. 
 

 But what exactly do "being active in shar-

ing your faith" and "having a full under­

standing of every good thing we have in 

Christ" have to do with one another? 
 

 We as Lutheran Christians have been in-

structed in the basics of the faith.  We have 

been taught the blessings of God.  We know 

how we have been redeemed, the perfect obedi-

ence of Christ on earth, the price of our sin 

paid by the death of Jesus on the Cross.  We 

have been taught and know about the grace of 

GodïHis love for us that we do not deserve.  

We know that by His gift the Holy Spirit has 

come and made us part of His body and given 

us faith.  God's blessings are all around us and 

we can indeed see them in our lives. 
 

 But that was also true for Philemon.  And 

yet, Paul still found it necessary to pray that 

Philemon would be "active in sharing" his 

faith.  Paul still stated to Philemon that it is 

only in the "active sharing" that a full under-

standing of God's blessings is found.  (It seems 

that Philemon shared a trait of most typical 

Christians of todayïhe seems not overtly com-

fortable with evangelism.)   
 

 Paul's point is simply that only in sharing 

our faith can we come to truly see and experi-

ence the fullness of God's blessings and prom-

ises in our lives.  Sharing our faith requires that 

we move our understanding of faith from our 

heads and intellect to our hearts and hands.  

Sharing our faith causes us to put our lives into 

God's hands.  It strengthens our relationship 

with our God.  It causes us to put action to the 

trust we confess we have in Him. 
 

 Many of the promises God has given to us 

come with His command to share our faith.  In 

Matthew having commanded that we go, bap-

tize and teach all nations, Jesus then gives the 

assuring promise, "And lo I will be with you 

always, even to the end of the age."  In John 

having warned the disciples that they will even 

be arrested and taken before judges, Jesus 

states: "The Holy Spirit will give you the 

words to speak."  These promises are tied to 

the active sharing of our faith. 
 

 Actively sharing our faith is in fact the 

very purpose for which Christians are given 

gifts by God's Spirit.  No, not everyone can be 

an evangelist.  But everyone can actively share 

their faith.  We share our faith in many ways.  

From the words we speak to the silent witness 

of leaving our homes for church on Sunday.  In 

the kind words or help that we may give a 

neighbor; in the support we show for families 
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High School Seniors  
St. Martinôs is  
Celebrating  

Your  High School 
Graduation!  

 

On Sunday, May 23, in the 10:30 service St. Martinôs 
will be holding a Baccalaureate service of thanksgiv-
ing for all or our High School Seniors who are gradu-
ating in 2010.  We will be asking all High School Sen-
iors to wear their cap and gowns and to sit together. 
 

This service is an opportunity for the congregation to 
acknowledge this milestone in the lives of our young 
adults.  We thank God for His blessings poured out 
upon them thus far and ask for His continued grace 
in their lives.   
 

If you are a senior, plan on attending and celebrating 
the wonders of what God continues to accomplish in 
your life. 
 

If you are a parent, plan on coming and thanking God 
for His blessing upon your child and asking for His 
continued care as they enter a new time in their lives. 
 

If you are a member of St. Martinôs who is not related 
to a high school senior, plan on attending and show-
ing our support and celebrate this milestone in our 
young peopleôs lives.  Join in the prayers for Godôs 
blessing them as they begin the journey into adult-
hood.  Join in the thanksgiving for Godôs blessing.  
Join in the celebration.   
 

Refreshments will be served following the service. 

On Sunday, June 13, 2010, St. Mar-
tin's Lutheran Church and School of 
Winona will host STRAWBERRY 
FEST from 11am-5pm in Sinclair 
Park at the corner of Broadway and 
Liberty Streets in Winona, MN.  Pro-
ceeds from the event will benefit St. 

Martin's Lutheran School.  Join us for chicken din-
ners, strawberry desserts, children's games, and live 
music and entertainment.  We look forward to seeing 
you at this family friendly event! 

ASCENSION DAY  

SERVICE 
 

Ascension Day services will be con-

ducted at 1:30 and 5:30 pm on 

Thursday, May 13.  The Lordôs 

Supper will be celebrated at these 

festival services.   
 

In the ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ we see the 

resurrection of our Lord from the dead.  We celebrate 

Christ among us in the present and we look forward 

to our own future as we trust in Godôs promise to 

raise us from death.  As we gather to worship our 

risen Lord, we too look forward to worshiping the 

Lamb upon His throne, when we are with Him in 

heaven. 

in crises; in the recycling of resourcesïall of these can be 

witnesses to our faith.   
 

 The greater understanding of God's blessing for which 

Paul prays is the result of daily walking with God.  It 

comes by seeing His hand in our lives and growing in our 

ability to give control of our time and activities to our 

Lord. We actively share our faith when we precede each 

action with one of the following questions:  "What would 

God have me do?ò or, ñHow will this affect my Christian 

Witness?ò  Even this simple step of letting our faith guide 

our actions strengthens our understanding of God's bless-

ings. 
 

 God has called us out of the darkness of sin.  He has 

brought us into a special Father/child relationship with 

Himself.  He has called us to be "active in sharing" our 

faith.  Walking with Him daily, God promises we will 

grow in understanding and blessing. 
 

 My prayer for each of us is that of Paul for Philemon.  

"I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so 

that you will have a full understanding of every good 

thing we have in Christ." 
 

 --Pastor Moore 

ADULT INFORMATION /  
CONFIRMATION CLASS  

 

The next ADULT INFORMATION / 
CONFIRMATION CLASS is set to 
begin Sunday, May 9, 2010.  Pastor 
Moore will be teaching this eight-
week class in the school gym.  This 
class is open to anyone interested in 
learning the basics of the Holy Bible 
and our Lutheran doctrine who de-
sires confirmation, The Lordôs Supper, and member-
ship here at St. Martinôs.  This class is also open to 
any member who desires a ñrefresherò in what they 
believe and why.  
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