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If your brother sins against you, go and show

=
him his fault, just between the two of you. If he : = =
listens to you, you have won your brother over. 2 E i
Matthew 18:15 A :i::i; : I = 65
| recently heard of a young pastor in his first call ;3 f‘:“.’vj;;i’; o éﬂiz ey e g‘:;;_,;
had resigned from thej»'r.f“ﬂ_'.A“’g’;i;g g”‘;;y don
had happened there. But as | thought about whg . Bl | HH ==
have happened | remembered thatittheran Wit—‘? ﬂl,, S—— B}

nessonce ran a cover story that dealt with the topic: . N .
AWhy Some Past or-ine auhivesOles: congiderpg qurselveshe tinjged party.” we f
and reead the article. As I read it again, it occufdfgHgh it is the "sinner's” responsibility to come to
me that it could havedWPeH We f?e{hﬂl‘a}e"‘@ ar%r\g;nfé/blargebﬂ}%efo
and Some Parishioner s hgyngedtogake the {jfat mque, Theyneed to maks
with the many frustrations and problems that caff€Eur They need to repent! But Jesus in our text a
in a congregation, it basically concludes that we d@$#5S the injured and says, "Go" not Quait.ord
tians do not treat each other as Christians. WR2AIRaNds us when we have been sinned against
have conflicts or problems we too often find ot Initiative to reach out to our brother. We are
dealing with them by speaking ill of one another> im his fault, just between the two of you. If |
to rally the troops to our position, or assuming H34E1fe© You, you have won your brother.” The or

person with which we have conflict has inten‘f.’faﬂaﬂz not responsible for the problem is, by Jesu
caused us grief or pain. command, responsible to initiate the solution.

TheLutheran Witnesarticle showed the problem, hift interesting also to note that Jesus makes the po
it really failed to f @ISnY1tQpopputihe singdgvatghs He is pof su
us direct instructions as to what He would have JESi¢hthat when we get hurt we should "share” th
situations of conflict or problems with in the co -and occurrence with everyone we know befo
tion, in the passage quoted above. God has g o reconcile with our brother. In the scheme

and shown us how to live in peace with each othBN9s that Jesus is commanding there would be r
gossiping about how "I've been done wrong."

How are we as Christians to interact and to react to one
another when we feel we have been "sinned a ﬁ]gﬁfgd to also understand that when Jesus says
What should we do when a "brother” or "sisterd&aljit does not mean only once. Here in the Gre

something or does something and we get H@R9YRge the word suggests a continual going. It is
harmed in some way? command to repeatedly try to help your brother see |

_ _ sin and be reconciled through forgiveness.
Have you ever really taken the time to think about just

what the words of Jesus In Matthew 18:15 meah IR #oout what a difference that would make in tt
lives? What is it that Jesus expects of us as CHYRYidig reat one another if we actually took this cor

as we interact with one another? What do they Ha¢ {of Jesus seriously. Nehii, no gossiping,
do with normal, daylay life? no revenge, no ignoring, naigktéousness, no hid-
’ ) den bitterness because all of that would be defuse

The Matthew 18:15 text, and the verses that foloagat could begin the problem would be solved.
often quoted to support excommumidatiothat is

not their primary purpose. Jesus in these wordSs$igiday moming we all confess that we believe
suggesting that Christians should be quick to rEid@Egiveness of sins.” Here is how Jesus would ha
themselves or others from the fellowship of bef w that belief. We are to be about being reco
He is not setting down a series of steps to cleaftfftfpand forgiving one another. We are to be willi
church roles. What Jesus is doing is speaking® r'sﬂép suffer wrong rather than hurt our brother or s

mal people like you and me who have béem imu aith.
His words "sinned against.” Think about the example of Jesus. He is the only trt




Caring About Peopled RETREAT FOR UGANDA PASTORS WIVES

. . |
Sharing About Christ A GREAT SUCCESS!
Michelle Gillard, wife of Rev. Jacob Gillard, sent the following

How does someone become Zhismen E:e?r-facth[_?étﬂ .tgﬂ@étFD’t pz@b%f@uppor ted
is of course a great question, and it is often times asked. O@"® ~0InS for LANISt colected SEpL-bec. <008,
membership process is listed below. Become familiar wéth it Prayers answeredi absolutely! At every

share it with those who ask ydicall me if there is anyway | turn | felt the spirit moving the hearts of
can be of help. women and moving the retreat along

smoothly.
Membership Process We were nine women. Most of us had
. . . never met one another and many traveled
STEP 1. Worship and Bible Study very far to attend. They all speak different
e BEGIN ATTENDING WEEKEND WORSHIP AND BIBLE languages but everyone knew Luganda.
STUDY REGULARLY. Most of the retreat was conducted in this trade language and
i ) my co-coordinator, Jane, translated into English for me.

Establish a pattern of regular attendantze and experience t% at did we do? Our Bible studies. focused on how.we all can

celebration of Godds Il ove an pgg\pé'?n@d;rs.Chr%gpﬁg,y watl ko 4l @ |
adult Bible study opportunities are available for children ages Fhurch, and in the community. Each woman had a journal to
through adult. write down a specific idea of what she could do to improve in
. . . these areas. The women also had the same prayer partner

STEP 2: Adult Information / Confirmation Class throughout the retreat. |1 6dm not

before but they seemed to really enjoy prayer time. We also did

* THIS COURSE IS DESIGNED FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH crafts, get-to-know you games, movies, and a trip to the zoo.
NO PRIOR BIBLE TRAINING OR, THOSE WHO HAVE g there was serious study and funi all packed into 3 days.

BEEN AWAY FROM THE CHURCH FOR A PERIOD OF What blessed me? At the end of the second day the women

TIME, OR THOSE INDIVIDUALS NOT CONFIRMED IN took it upon themselves to create a drama relating to the mate-

THE LUTHERAN FAITH (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 5] we studied. They acted it out for Jane and me.

Synod or Lutheran ChureMissouri Synod). . . .
They also shared about their personal struggles during the time
The Adult Information / Confirmation course is a series of eighttheir men were away at seminary for so many years. BUT they
(8) classes designed to take a penetrating look at the Bible arfill testified to the fact that through prayer, God provided for

; Mo . them. Many thought they would have no food or soap but
its relevancy for our day, as well as familiarize the parnupantsomehow God provided. Somehow they made it through. It

with the six chief parts of our Lutheran faith as taught in the,, ;5 5 huge blessing for them to hear that they were not the
Bible. Upon completion of this course, you will be eligible for only ones married to a seminarian and alone with little income.

confirmation, The Lorddés Su plpbeoughtthemtogetheme mber shi p at St . Ma
tinds Lutheran Church.  Thi souf@diduc fith mafy mdre@hingsh leam@d€ahdi 8w I ¢ a
throughout the year. Individual lessons are also available. Cormuch fun the women had. If you want to know more you can

tact the Director of Outreach, Bob Cloeter, when ready-(452e mai | me directly. 1611 certainl
6928, ext. 107). tions in a few months.

. } ‘s : They asked if we could extend the retreat for the whole week
STEP 3: Confirmed Lutherans Desiring Membership at St. because they were enjoying their time together so much. I told

Martinds Lutheran Chur ¢ Nhhem thatwe could meet again in July.
FIRST,t o participate in The LorfqOAwkSyYBOEefo dygy i n@arotlitngwornsghhae
services prior to being r ec e.therandScheolsn StaFrarie, MK; 8ntl Misdidns Made PossiMa 1 t
please contact the pastor prior to the worship service. ble, Mlnneadpollgl, MN for funding this retreat. It was beyond
SECOND, if you have been confirmed in a Wisconsin Evangeli- amazmg ar.1 a blessing to many.
cal Synod Lutheran or a Lutheran Chuidissouri Synod con- ~ Michelle Gillard
gregation, you will be immediately invited into membership at ICo]ptinuedJrclJJm p%@ mel ft your brother éd

St. Martinods. We would ask I ), an_sfe,rr_lnﬁg rom a
Missouri Synod congregation that you contact them and requestinocent” person. When we sin against Him, He doesn't wait i

your membership be transferr édcomneandspay thapicerof fargiveness. Nof  Thogigh we h
ing a Wisconsin Synod congregation, we would ask that yosinned again, and against Him, Jesus still comes to us bringing

contact that congregation and inform them of your intent to joindiveness and reconciliation. He comes not exacting His "rigt
St. Martinds. price or revenge, but sharing His love and concern.

THIRD, if you would like to, you will be officially received into  We, Pastor and parishioner alike, must learn to treat each othe
membership at St. Martinb6s d@nfist 0@ Lofd, tWaRsCUS. eWedmudt ars 0 'sPeaking the/ tiu
You may choose any date and |gefefl bul Brother&vheh hehas sinhel&gaifstiud.t TeIBhimen
venient for you. Notify the Director of Outreach, Bob Cloeter, punish, not to exact a pound of flesh, but to remove the hurt ar
when you are ready. celebrate together the forgiveness made possible through C

iTherefore, since we have sAoctimdobg thisweewill be strengthaning notroply our relation
bol d. o 2 Corinthians 3: 1 2withourbrother but our relationship with our God.
Bob Cloeter -Pastor Moore
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