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“I pray that you may be active in shar-
ing your faith, so that you will have a
full understanding of every good thing
we have in Christ” --Philemon 6

Paul in his letter to Philemon, quoted
above, is praying that Philemon would be
about sharing his faith. Paul wants him to
share his faith; not because it is part of his
responsibility as one of God’'s children; not
because it is the proper response of all who
have been given faith by God; and, not be-
cause it is the only way to truly carry out the
mission God has given to His church. Even
through all of these things are true. Paul
would have Philemon and us for that matter,
share our faith so that we “will have a full un-
derstanding of the good things we have in
Christ.”

Scripture here clearly teaches us that we
gain a ‘full understanding” through the proc-
ess of telling others about Christ. If you think
about that statement it makes sense. When |
was a child there was a time that | struggled
with math. My teacher actually assigned me
the task of tutoring another child who struggle
even more than | did. As a result of sharing
my knowledge, and actually becoming knowl-
edgeable to answer his question, | became
confident in my own understanding. In many
ways this is what Paul is suggesting in the
Philemon passage quoted above.

For many Christians, if they have never
had to explain their faith, they have never truly
thought about how to put it into words. They
understand it. They believe it. But they have-
n't really gotten comfortable with how they
might share it. The process of actually speak-
ing forces one to grow in understanding.

But that is not the only way our sharing
our faith brings us a “full understanding.”
Unlike my math experience, when one is shar-
ing their faith it by necessity means you are
sharing God's Word. You may not be quoting
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it directly, but you are sharing the Word of
God. And Romans tells us that God's Word
is living and active. “It is the power of God
for the salvation of everyone.” (Roman 1:16)
In short, when we hear, read, or speak God’s
word the Holy Spirit works faith in our hearts
and deepens our understanding.

God has promised us that He will work in
us and through us. He works in our sharing
of our faith. He creates faith in the hearts of
others and He increases our own under-
standing of His Gospel. God invites you also
to be active in sharing your faith and growing
in your understanding of every good thing we
have in Christ.

Consider taking God up on His invitation.
Consider actively pursuing opportunities to
share your faith. Bob Cloeter, our Director of
Outreach, regularly visits those who have
come to St. Martin’s to worship. He takes
member of our congregation who would like
to share, or learn to share their faith with him.
Call Bob he'd be glad to have you join him.

If you would like to increase your under-
standing, if you would like “to have a full un-
derstanding of every good thing we have in
Christ,” take the time to share your faith. It
can be at home with family. It might be at
work. It could be even within the church it-
self. But when you start to share you faith
you will find, God is blessing you and your
own understanding of His love will grow.

As the Apostle Paul prayed for his
brother Philemon, | too pray for you. “I pray
that you [every member of St. Martin’s] may
be active in sharing your faith, so that you will
have a full understanding of every good thing
we have in Christ.”

-- Pastor Moore



RUSSIAN FLAG

The Russian flag is the next flag to be displayed from our
church balcony. We will feature the Russian flag in support
of our missionary Rev. Matt Heise who resides in Moscow,
Russia. Please keep Rev. Heisein your prayers.

The Russian or Imperial Flag was adopted on the 21st of
August in 1991. The flag has horizontal bands of solid
color — each of equal size and shape. The colors from top
to bottom are white, blue and red. The overall heights of the
flag is 2/3 of the flags width. Though the flag was adopted
in 1991, the basic design is actually over 300 years old. It
was first used by Peter the Great and the officia flag of
Russia from 1883. However, the flag was changed in 1917
after the Bolshevik revolution but was reinstated after the
fall of the communist regime. There have been many Rus-
sian flags over the years but the current white-blue-red flag
is based on the Duchy of Moscow’s coat of arms. The coat
of arms features a white-armored St. George on a white
horse holding a blue shield as he defeats a dragon. This is
set against a red background. The dominant colors of the
coat are red, blue and white.

COINS FOR CHRIST
Coins for Christ for May/June will be used in

support of the Kaiser Ministry. Last year their
total donations covered 89% of their budget.

They ask us to pray with them that the Lord %
would raise up funds needed to support their

translation ministry for this year. Also the Kono New Testa-
ments have been printed and the Bible Society in Sierra Leone
is planning to hold a dedication celebrations on June 7 (in Kono
District) and June 14 (in Freetown). The whole Kaiser family
would like to go to Sierra Leone for these celebrations since this
represents much of their life's work to date. Donations can be
put in the container located in the narthex and checks are also
welcome.  They should be made payable to St. Martin's and
you may designate Kaiser Ministry or Kono New Testament
dedication trip on the memo line. Thank you for your partner-
shipin this ministry.

St. Martin’s 18" Annual Strawberry Fest

Sunday June 8", 2008 in Sinclair Park
—located across from St. Martin’s Lutheran Church

Chicken dinners served from 11:00 A.M. -5:00 P.M.
Tickets: % chicken $7.50 or ¥ chicken $6.50
Tickets available at the church and school offices
or at the ticket booth the day of the event.

Strawberry shortcake and sundaes
also available for purchase.

Activities: Kids games, live entertainment, blow-up
games from Rock Solid, lots of fun for everyone.

The publicisinvited to attend.

LADIES
GROUPS

The Ladies Aid will meet on Wednesday, May 7, at 2 pmin
the church’s fellowship hall. All women of the congrega-
tion are invited to join them. The meeting begins with a
devotion and concludes with refreshments and fellowship.

All women of St. Martin’s are invited to join with Circle
Phoebe on Tuesday, May 13", starting at 7:00 PM. We
will meet at the home of Ruth Badciong, 1419 Homer Road
(454-4418 or badciong@hbci.com) for Christian fellowship
and Bible study. We will be collecting an offering for our
mission project — purchasing a motorcycle for a missionary
or evangelist. Phoebe Circle is an active, growing, multi-
generational group of Christian women who would love to
have you join us, so please come and bring friends!

The 22nd Biennial MN South District LWML Conven-
tion is June 20-22 at the Mayo Civic Center in Rochester.
The theme is “Grounded in His Love.” Dr. Paul Meier will
lead the Bible Studies. Check the WIM mail box for a copy
of the more information and a registration form. Registra-
tion closes May17.

CHURCH RECREATION NEWS

Roller Skating Wrap Up — We had about 20 people enjoying an afternoon of skating at High Roller on April 13th.
With anew indoor play area, there was plenty for the kids to do!

f‘;\»_‘{( Taming of the Shrew: — We are planning to attend the preview performance of the Shakespeare “Taming
D&zj of the Shrew” on Thursday, June 26". Ticket cost is $15 and time of performance is 7:30 p.m.. Please let me

know soon so we can reserve seats!

Thisisaways apopular event! Cost for alower reserved seat is $21 and the cost of the busis yet to be

Twins Game: We are planning on taking a bus to the Twins game for Lutheran Night on August 19" '}

determined. Let me know if you’ reinterested — the signup sheet will be in the back of church!
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SCHOOL NEWS

3" Quarter Honor Roll

Congratulations to the following students in grades 5-8 for
achieving academic honors during the 3" quarter:

Principal’s Honor Roll
Elisebeth Hovland

AnnaBeilfuss szra Harrison
Alex Butenhoff :
. Jessica Huffman
Jacob Finke Jamie Woodard
Curtis Harrison V anessa Bronk
Dan Karnick - i
! Nathan Karnick
Shaina Laska Marissa Laska
Eve Martinson Brittanv Faustino
Cathy Meilinger 4
_ Jason Klug
Emily Peterson ' i
! Jenna O’ Laughlin
Lindsey Fratzke
: Nolan Peterson
Lance Urhick
_ Andrew Fratzke
Bailey Bavitch Elizabeth Fratzke
Brianna Cripps
Cady Klemp

Important Dates to Remember

May 6 — Fine Arts Festival/ Science Fair,
6:15 PM

May 9 — Lutheran Schools Track Meet

May 26 — NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day

May 30 — Last Day of School - Dismissal
at 10:30 AM

June 1 — Graduation Kindergarten & 8th
Grade, 10:30 Service

Fine Arts Festival / Science Fair
May 6

All members and friends of St. Martin’s are in-
vited to attend this year's Fine Arts Festival/
Science Fair on May 6. Science and art pro-
jects will be open for viewing in the
school gym at 6:15 until 6:55 PM
and then again following the concert.
The Fine Arts Festival concert will be
held in the church sanctuary at 7:00 PM.

ST. MARTIN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Registration for 2008-2009

Registration for students entering grades PS-8 is now
open. Forms are available from the school office or by
calling 452-6928 ext. 120. Financial Aid forms are avail-
able by request from the school office; the deadline for
financial aid applicationsisJune 1.

Feesfor the 2008-2009 school year
for grades K-8 are asfollows:

Registration Fee (Payable at time of registration)
Gr. K-8 $75/child
Tuition Kindergarten (half-day mornings M-F) $800/year

Tuition Kindergarten (full day M-F) $1,000/year
Tuition Gr. 1-8 (first child) $1,600/year
Tuition Gr. 1-8 (second child) $1,350/year
Tuition Gr. 1-8 (additional children) $1,200/year
Technology Fee Gr. K-8 $350/family

Throat Cultures-full year coverage (optional) $15.00/child

Tuition fees and Technology fees
are payable monthly Sept. — June

Kindergarten / 8" Grade Graduation
Junel

Graduation for Kindergarten students and E

8" graders will take place during the ﬁ

10:30 AM church serviceonJune 1. This T
year's graduates include:

Kindergarten 8" Grade
Peter Badciong Anna Rose Beilfuss
Collin Berlin-Burns Alex Butenhoff
Esther Bronk Jacob Finke
Ethan Glodowski Curtis Harrison
Caitlyn Going Kaysie Harrison
Ben Johnson KendraHarrison
Justice Johnson Jessica Huffman
Carly Kastello Danid Karnick
EllieKastello Shaina Laska
Dalton Russeau Eve Martinson
Maria Sandcork Catherine Meilinger
Matthew Starks BrennaMiranda
Tatiana Trainor Emily Peterson
James Woodard
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Dear M .D.

In this article, congregation members pose questions to
M.D. (our Music Director, not medical doctor) who thus
responds with whatever words of wisdom the Lord
chooses to give him.

Dear M.D., | saw a couple huge drums in the
balcony. What are those?

MD: For those of you who never venture into the balcony of our
sanctuary, there are indeed two new drums with black cov-
ers that are sitting near the entrance to the bell tower.
These large drums are called timpani, and they have been
on the Music Ministry Wish List since my arrival
over 8 years ago!

We were able to acquire these drums through our St.
Martin’s Lutheran School Music Academy’s  In -
strument al Instruction

Pr ogr am. Students pay for the lessons they re-
ceive, but since the congregation al-

ready pays me a salary, the funds for

lessons | teach are placed in an ac-

count to help the program acquire

needed instruments and music. Over

the last few years, money had accu-

mulated to the point where purchasing

the timpani became possible. It allows

our Dayschoal band to have a quality percussion instru-
ment, BUT IT ALSO BECOMES A GREAT ASSET FOR
OURWORSHIP!

Maybe you noticed something on Easter.. something more
exciting.. a gentle roar that accompanied the hymns and
chair. It was the sound of our new timpani! Our church festi-
vals will be enhanced with these wonderful instruments,
and thus we see an exanmple of our schoal giving back to
the church in thanksgiving for all the support our church in
turn provides our school.

If you would like to hear these drums, come to our fes-
tival services, and also don't miss when our school
band plays at the Fine Arts Festival, Tuesday, May 6th
at 7:00pmin the sanctuary.

On a side note, ‘timpani’ is plural, so one of the drums
would be called a ‘timpanun or a ‘timpano.” There can be
up to five of these drums used in bands and orchestras,
and some day, we may attempt to add a third drum to our
inventory. But we praise God that He has given us the gift
of these drums to His praise and glory!

MEMBERSHIP ACTIMITY

March 20, 2008 through April 20, 2008

BAPTISMS:
3/ 22—Samantha Rae Going, born February 26, 2008, daugh-
ter of Glenn and Cheri (Peterson)
3/30—Janieann Lee Rackow, born January 7, 2008, daughter
of Kenneth and Debra (Kosen) Rackow
4/ 13—€arson Lyndon Holzworth, born October 13, 2007, son
of Brian and Lynn (Sylla) Holzworth

NEW MEMBERS:

3/ 30—Ralph and Marjorie Perry

4/ 13—bawn and James Buege Becky Eide
Al and Carol Nako Steven Evans
Nick Perrella

TRANSFERRED TO THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT:

3/26/08—Kenneth C. Benter
3/28/08—Robert E Young
4/9/08—Pavid A Steinfeldt

FUNERAL:
3/22/ 08—Hmer Albert Alhoff

WEDDING:
4/ 5—Carol Felten and Albert Nako

If you have a question you would like addressed, please feel
free to ask our Music Director personally, call him at church
(452-6928, ext. 104), or send an email
(phil .klemp@stmartinswinona.org).
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OFFICE NOTES

Please call or contact the church officewhen . . .
amember of your family is ADMITTED TO THE E

19>

HOSPITAL—Iocally or out-of-town—so that vis-

its can be made. The hospitals cannot notify us

without your permission to do so.

you are HOMEBOUND and wish the pastor to call; when
you would like homebound COMMUNION; or would like
to recelve an audio tape of the Sunday service.

PLANNING A WEDDING, which will be held at St. Mar-
tin's, contact the church office and pastor to place it on the
calendar(s) BEFORE making any other commitments.

a new BABY ARRIVES; and when PLANNING FOR
BAPTISM. (Contact Pastor to make an appointment to plan
for the baptism and to compl ete the information form.)

when you are PLANNING TO MOVE—out-of-town or
locally, let us know your new address and date it’s effective;
and/or when your home PHONE NUMBER changes.

you are relocating out of the area to request a LETTER OF
TRANSFER OR RELEASE when you find a new church
home.

CHURCH AND SCHOOL OFFICES............. 452-6928

Pastor Richard Moore (home) ...........cccc...... 474-0355
Church Fax Lin€.....ccceciceeceececcectecee e 457-0884
SChool FaX LiNe......ccvccvveeeeieecieecreece e 452-8992
Church e-mail address.......church@stmartinswinona.org
School e-mail address........ school @stmartinswinona.org
Church web site........cocccuee. www.stmartinswinona.com
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

CATECHISMS FOR KAZAKHSTAN

The growth of Christianity in Kazakhstan is begin-
ning to happen. The country had a 98%literacy rate
and it is important that the Body of Christ provide
the needed tools in order to share the Good News of
Jsus Christ with these people. Catechisms can be
printed in Kazakhstan for only $3.00 a piece. lust
imagine the impact that that can make on people
who are hungry for the Word of God! With your help,
the LCMS World Mission can provide many of these to
the people in Kazakhstan. Adoption Agreement
forms are available on the Mission Board in the nar-
thex.

—

MILK FOR CHINESE ORPHANS

This special project, which deals with "(
orphans in Southern China and in Hong M'
Kong, provides for special ministry to
the poor and needy. The special focus
of this project is to provide milk for orphans in the
orphanages in this area. These children don’t know
the love of Jsus and we must send people to tell
them and we to provide milk for their diet. We have
found that we can provide milk for an individual or-
phan for an entire month for only $13.00. If you
would like to help with this project, agreement forms
are available on the Mission Board in the narthex.

SI. MARTIN'S FUNDRAISER FOR HOPE

As an Hope Lutheran High School Assodia- Sl
tion menmber . Martin's is responsble to ——rv
hold a fundraiser for the benefit of the I
high school. —

This year the Board of Youth Minidry is coordinating
the fundraiser. They will be hoging a Pe and Ice
Cream Sodal on Sunday, May 18, and your help is
needed. A dgnup sheet for pie donationsis posed on
the “youth” bulletin board in the narthex. PFes should
be brought to the church by noon on Sunday, May 18.

LUTHERAN STUDENT
FELLOWSHIP

May Calendar —

Friday, May 2, 2008 —WSU
Graduation

We wish God' s richest blessings
and much success in the future to
Jennifer Vaujin, Tara Marcsisak,

ST. MARTIN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Hey, Kids! Get ready to make
some new friends at VBS this
summer. We're going on a
Friendship Trek at St. Martin's
July 14-18 from 8:45-11:30
A.M. each morning. You'll meet
a new forest friend each day and
get to know your very best friend, Jesus Christ! All chil-
dren (Age 4 through those completing Grade 6) are wel-
come, so don't forget to invite and bring your friends!
Older children, teens, and adults are also encouraged to
participate as small group leaders and hel pers, preschool
teachers and helpers, child care team, storytelling crew,
snack crew, games crew, and registration team mem-
bers. We've added a new position this year as well:
technical director. This person or team would be in
charge of setting up and running the DVD’s, CD’s, pro-
jection system, etc. Cal or e-mail Ruth Badciong at
454-4418 or badciong@hbci.com if you have questions
or would love to help.

P.S. Registration forms will be available in the church
and school offices, at Strawberry Fest, and in an upcoming
edition of the Messenger. Be sure to pick up your free
CD of VBS songs (one per family) when you register.

Here’s the latest information concerning our
generous response to the Lord goodness.

Our GAIN for 2008 through March was $2,265.
Our cumulative loss (including past years’ debts) is

currently $357,626.
[  SPRINGCONCERT  fJ

HOPE LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL presents an evening
of music, food and fun. Join usfor our Spring Choir Con-
cert on Friday, May 16, 6:30 pm at St. Martin's Lutheran
School Gymnasium.

Desserts and beverages will be available for sale during
the concert. Admissionisfree, however, afree will offer-
ing will be taken.

WINONA, MINNESOTA




CARING ABOUT PEOPLE—
SHARING ABOUT CHRIST

ALL HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH: Two opportunities are
being offered for our high school youth to share Christ Jesus
thisspring. They are:

x Wednesday, April 30"—“Surveying a Neighborhood”
6:30-8:00 pm. The participant will be paired with another
individual and go door-to-door in the neighborhood east of
Mankato Ave. They will conduct a religious survey to de-
termine if there is receptivity to the Gospel and a need for
further follow-up by the church. Training will precede this
event in the lower level of the school. Meet in the class-
room across from Bob Cloeter’ s office at 6:30 pm.

x Wednesday, May 7"—“Visiting a Nursing Home”  6:30-
8:00 pm. The participant will again be paired with another
individual and visit residents of the Sauer Nursing Home.
They will also have opportunity to share a short devotion
and prayer with them. Training will precede this event in
the lower level of the school. Meet across in the classroom
across from Bob Cloeter’ s office at 6:30 pm.

FAMILY MINISTRY ITEMS:

xTo al college, university, and vocationa tech-
nical students who will be graduating this spring or sum-
mer semester.  We will be recognizing this great
“Milestone” achievement of your life during our worship
services on May 17-18 during all three worship services.
We hope you will be able to attend. Please contact the
church office (452-6928 x 100) of your intent to be present.

xTo all St. Martin’s high school graduating seniors from one
of our area high schools: Hope Lutheran, Winona Senior,
Cotter, Cochrane-Fountain City, Lewiston, and Houston a
Baccalaureate Service is scheduled for Wednesday, May
28" 7:00-8:00 pm in St. Martin’s Church to glorify God
for this “Milestone” achievement in your life. Please bring
your graduating gowns as you will process into the service
and sit together.

Leadership Social — Twenty-three lay leaders of St. Mar-
tin's gathered on April 12" for three hours at the Lake Lodge
on the east side of Lake Winona to do nothing else but enjoy
each other's company. Great food, conversation, cards and
games were enjoyed by all. Look for another one to be
scheduled for thisfall.

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY — Don’t forget to mark Sep-
tember 8-13 (Monday-Saturday), and September 16-17
(Tuesday-Wednesday) on your calendars to sign up for
one of these days. We are hoping for nothing less than
100% participation of every member to have their picture
taken or submitted for our new directory.

“Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold.”
2 Corinthians 3: 12

Bob Cloeter
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PRAYER SUGGESTIONS FOR MAY 2008

Matthew 26:41 — “Watch and pray that \
you will not fall into temptation. The
spirit is willing but the body is weak.”

1. Thank God for the gift of spring.

2. Bless the efforts of those who fight the war on

drugs.

Pray our members come together faithfully to wor-

ship and praise God.

Pray our confirmands grow stronger in their faith.

Assure those who are ill of your love, Lord.

Pray that the abortion law be overturned.

Pray for favorable weather for the nation’s crops.

Bless all our boards and committees that they make

wise decisions.

9. Comfort those who have lost loved ones.

10. Encourage parents as they bring their children to
know and love God.

11. Praise God for the blessings of health, shelter, food,
etc.

12. Give our Pastors strength and patience in all they
do.

13. Help us to better serve God through serving our
neighbors.

14. Pray for those whose marriages are in trouble.

15. Relieve the suffering of those in war torn areas.

16. Open the hearts of our members to respond to
God'’s love with their time, talent and treasure.

17. Be with members of the Armed Forces.

18. Thank God for Christ’s resurrection from the dead,
alleluia.

19. Help us all to love God with our whole heart.

20. Help us to love one another as Christ has loved us.

21. Thank God daily for salvation through Christ.

22. Give us all the strength to stand up against tempta-
tion.

23. Pray for those in prison to change their lives.

24. Let us share with the hungry and homeless.

25. Help us to forgive others as Christ forgives us.

26. Thank God for the freedoms we enjoy in the United
States.

27. Help us remember those who died in service to
their country.

28. May we give thanks for the teachers in our schools.

29. Pray that whatever trials the Lord sends us, he will
give us strength to bear it.

30. Lord, bless the graduates as they enter the work
force and/or continue their education.

31. Give us peace at the end of the day.

w
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VOTERSMEETING

Thursday, May 15, 2008 at 7:00 pm.

Elections and Staff, Board and Committee Reports
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JOIN HANDS DAY
ACTIVITY

Plan now to set

aside Saturday,
- May 17,tojoin us
;‘ in some landscap-
=2 ing and outdoor
beautification
projects for St. Martin’s Church
and School properties. We intend
to do some edging, mulching,
planting raking, shrub trimming,
painting . . . and the list goes on.
Check out the bulletin for a time,
sign-up and more details. Thrivent
has approved funds of $330 to
help with expenses. If you have
questions, please contact Eileen
Abraham at 454-2995.

‘:\9)\
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ASCENSION
DAY
SERVICE

An Ascension Day ser-
vice will be conducted .
at 5:30 pm on Thurs- /]
day, May 1. TheLord’s Supper will
be celebrated at thisfestival service.

In the ascension of our Lord Jesus
Christ we see the resurrection of
our Lord from the dead. We cele-
brate Christ among us in the pre-
sent and we look forward to our
own future as we trust in God’'s
promise to raise us from death. As
we gather to worship our risen
Lord, we too look forward to wor-
shiping the Lamb upon His throne,
when we arewith Him in heaven.

BACCALAUREATE SERVICE

All St. Martin’s graduating seniors
from
Hope Lutheran High Schooal,
Winona Senior High School,
Cotter High Schoal,
Cochrane-Fountain City High Schaooal,
Lewiston-Altura High Schoal, and

Houston High School
and their families, friends <&
and members of St. Martins &

areinvited to a Baccalaur eate Service
on Wednesday, May 28" — 7:00-8:00 pm
in St. Martin’sChurch
to glorify God for this“Milestone’
achievement in your life.

Seniors, please bring your graduation gowns,
if possible, as you will process into the ser-
vice and sit together.




