WINONA -

Do YOU know anyone who was
“removed” from Church Membership
at St. Martin's and is upset about
it? Than this article is for youl

Recently, Pastor Moore was contacted to
have a funeral for a “former member of the
congregation.” Upon investigation it became
evident that this person had throughout their
life believed that they still were members of
St. Martin’s. The questions raised by this are;
“How can this have happened?” How can
people have been removed from membership
and not be aware of it? What does it mean to
be “removed” from Church Membership?

Scripture teaches that the Church should re-
move from its fellowship those who are living
in public sin. It should not allow them to com-
mune. It should strive to bring them to an un-
derstanding that their actions are bringing
their salvation into doubt. But Scripture also
tells us how this is to happen.

In Matthew 18:15-17, Jesus tells us that when
we find a brother in sin we are to “go and
show him his fault just between the two of
you.” Jesus’ words, in the Greek, suggest that
this would mean you would speak lovingly to
your brother repeatedly until if became evident
they were un-willing to listen to you. Then
Jesus commands that we take a witness to
speak with them along with us.

The witness is not a person who is there to
witness our interaction, but one who is aware
and has witness both the truth of the sin and
that Scripture condemns it as sin. Again, Je-
sus’ words, in the Greek, suggest that this
would mean you would speak lovingly to your
brother repeatedly.

Finally, if none of this brotherly discussion
leads to repentance, then and only then, we
are to take the entire matter to the church.
And, if the church agrees their action will lead
to their falling away from faith or damnation
and the person will not repent, then they are
to be treated as if they are no longer a mem-
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ber of the congregation. Then they should be
“removed” from church membership or excom-
municated.

Obviously, this is not the procedure that was
employed in the case of the person who was
“removed” but did not know it. For what ever
reason, they were removed without being called
upon or properly notified. Surely if repeated
visits had been made they would have under-
stood they were no longer a member.

God tells us in Galatians “we are to carry one
another’s burdens.” A burden | believe that is
being carried in this congregation by some is
the burden of family members or loved ones
who may have been “removed” from member-
ship without being visited or encouraged to re-
pent as commanded by our Lord. These peo-
ple are precious to God.

If you know of someone who was a member of
St. Martin’s and was removed; if you know of a
person that is struggling with hard feelings be-
cause of how their situation was handled; if you
feel that you or your loved one’s situation was
mishandles please call or make an appointment
to share your story with Pastor. You may reach
him at 452-6928 x 102.

Pastor Moore and the Board of Elders are work-
ing to reconcile with those who may have been
hurt by past actions. Our desire is to share with
them the grace of God. To bear our shared
burdens concerning the past and to bring to our
congregation the forgiveness and peace that
only God’s grace can offer. We do not antici-
pate that all bridges burned will be rebuilt, but
we do pray that our outreach to these people
may help restore their relationship with their
Lord, Jesus.

“Carry each other burdens, and in this way
you will fulfill the law of Christ. --Gal. 6:2"



18th Annual

Srawberry Fest

Sunday, June 8™

Sinclair Park

(Acrossfrom St. Martin’s Church)

Serving 11:00 am-5:00 pm

Y Chicken Dinner $7.50
Y, Chicken Dinner $6.50

Advance tickets at the Church or School Office.
Tickets available the day of the event also.

Live Music — Christian Crossings - Pat O’ Brien - church choirs
Gamesfor theKids
Srawberry Desserts
Great Fun for Everyone

Proceeds from this event
benefit &. Martin’s Lutheran Church & School.
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MEMBERSHIP ACTIMTY

April 17, 2008 through May 20, 2008

BAPTISMS:

5/ 11—Tatum Haine Bunke, born December 28,
2007, daughter of Christopher and Erin (nee
Lintelman) Bunke

YOUTH CONFIRMATION (5/4/08)

Iris Jade Denzer

Curtis Andrew Harrison
Kaysie Lynn Harrison
Kendra Rose Harrison
Jacob Lyle Hoff

Jessica Rae Huffman
Kaitlyn Leigh Kanne
Shaina Marie Laska

Eve Calian Martinson
Brenna Lee Miranda
Benjamin Randy Streukens
Christopher Paul Sullivan
Melissa Lynn Thesing
Jeffrey Alan Thompson, Jr.
Alexis lvy Valentine

RECEIVED BY CONFIRMATION (5/4/08)

Anna Rose Hizabeth Beilfuss
Jacob Andrew Finke

Brett James Fredrickson
Danielle Kristine Harstad
Allissa Jo Heim

Morgan Eileen Lynaugh
Maggie May Redepenning
James Dennis Woodard

TRANSFERRED TO THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT

4/17/08—Sandra Kay Schultz
4/ 23/ 08—Betty M. Acheff
5/10/08—FHaine Catherine Wild
5/11/08—3James Brett, Sr.
5/17/08—Helen Knothe

WEDDING:
5/17/08—Alison Schmidt and Keith Fratzke

VACATION BlElLE SCHOOL
July 1646

ST. MARTIN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

OFFICE NOTES \‘& Y

Please call or contact the church officewhen . . .

amember of your family isADMITTED TO THE HOS-
PITAL—Iocaly or out-of-town—so that visits can be
made. The hospitals cannot notify us without your per-
mission to do so.

you are HOMEBOUND and wish the pastor to call;
when you would like homebound COMMUNION; or
would like to receive an audio tape of the Sunday ser-
vice.

your church group isplanning aMEETING or ACTIVITY, so
that it can be placed on the CALENDAR.

PLANNING A WEDDING, which will be held at St.
Martin’s, contact the church office and pastor to place it
on the calendar(s) BEFORE making any other commit-
ments or signing contracts.

a new BABY ARRIVES; and when PLANNING FOR
BAPTISM. (Contact Pastor to make an appointment to
plan for the baptism and to complete the information
form.)

When you or a member of your family goes to COL-
LEGE; enters the MILITARY, MARRIES, or ESTAB-
LISHES A HOME. Please let us know the complete
address and their telephone number.

when you are PLANNING TO MOV E—out-of-town or
locally, let us know your new address (including the new
rural street addresses) and date it's effective; and/or
when your home PHONE NUMBER changes.

when you relocate temporarily (WINTER HOME /
SUMMER HOME) please notify the church office of the
address and telephone number and also the dates they are
in effect.

you are relocating out of the area to request a LETTER
OF TRANSFER OR RELEASE when you find a new
church home.

aNEW FAMILY movesinto your neighborhood.
you fedl the church can assist you in any way.

CHURCH AND SCHOOL OFFICES....... 452-6928

Pastor Richard Moore (home)................... 474-0355
Church Fax Line ..o 457-0884
SChOOl FaX LiNE...ee 452-8992

WINONA, MINNESOTA



Dear M .D.

In this article, congregation members pose questions to
M.D. (our Music Director, not medical doctor) who thus
responds with whatever words of wisdom the Lord
chooses to give him.

Dear M.D., What can you tell me about the

value and /mportance of repetition
in our worship services?

MD: The repetition of things in worship has often been viewed
in a less than favorable light. The thought being: old things
get stale, and new things will always be an improvement
over what has come before.

However, through the centuries the Lutheran Church has
maintained the importance of repeating time-tested hym+
nody and liturgy of the Church. The question of why we
continue to do this is a valid one because doing things
because “we've always done it that way,” is a poor reason
to do anything.

One good reason to repeat hymns and liturgy is because
they are often either direct quotes of the Bible or a poetic
expression of God's Word. In Deuteronomy 6:6-8, God
encouraged His people to have His Word on their hearts, to
talk about it at all times, to tie it onto their foreheads, and
write it on their gates and homes. It is obvious that we can
never repeat God's Word too often.

Another good reason for repetition is that it
aids memory. If things are repeated often
enough, they become part of our knowledge base. Pastors
share stories of being at the death-bed of a semi-conscious
parishioner who showed no life until the Lord's Prayer was
prayed, or the 23rd Psalm was spoken, or a familiar hymn
was sung. When all else seemed to fail, a menory etched
with these treasures stimulated a response!

And although we've merely scratched the surface of this
topic, I'll give one more reason for repetition—children!
Young people relish in the moments where they can ac-
tively participate in the grown-up world. The repetition and
routines we establish in worship become a comfortable and
solid place from which they can have a better understand-
ing of God's grace (and | believe that we could probably
admit that this is true even for us ‘older’ folks!). New things
have their place and we use them, however, the tried-and-
true blessings of God will continue to be celebrated centu-
ries from nowt

If you have a question you would like addressed, please feel
free to ask our Music Director personally, call him at church
(452-6928, ext. 104), or send an email
(phil .klemp@stmartinswinona.org).
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PRAYER SUGGESTIONS
FOR JUNE 2008

“Then sings my soul, my Savior God
to thee ‘How great thou art.’”

. Praise God for saving us.
. Bewith the graduates of high schools, vo-techs and

colleges.

. Keep all people safein their travels.

. Help usto always speak good of others.

. Grant strength and comfort to the sick and shut-ins.
. Help al married people to work together with each

other.

. Thank God for the people who gave their money that

we, St. Martin's, are now debt free.

. God' s blessings on the efforts of those working at the

Strawberry Fest.

. Beautiful Savior, thank you for dying in our stead.
. Have mercy on the economy, pray for those without

jobs and have success in finding employment.

Help us not to take a vacation from you, Lord.
Remind us all of our confirmation vows.

Pray for the success of medical research, especially
concerning cance.

For our nation that God would blessiit.

Blessall Chrigtian fathers and may there be more of
them.

Give strength to young peopleto refrain from sex until
marriage.

Remind us of our blessings and help us patiently to
bear our crosses.

Bless all new marriages, may they include Christ in
their lives.

Pray for favorable weather for crops.

Give us strength to resist sinful entertainment.

Dear Jesus, assure the sick and dying of your caring
love.

Beautiful savior increase our faith in Y ou.

Dear Jesus help those seeking to raise children in a
single parent home.

To move each of usincrease our giving alittleto help
St. Martin's say debt free.

Thank God for the beautiful flowers around our
church.

Pray criminals repent and become law abiding people.
May we always care for the unborn child and the eld-
erly.

May we use our talents and money for Y ou Lord.
Bless Your Word Lord, let it grow and produce faith
and love.

Bless our Vacation Bible School.

JUNE 2008



DAY SCHOOL

Kindergarten/8™ Grade Graduation —

|mportant Dates
June 1l

to Remember
Graduation for Kindergarten students and 8™ graders will
take place during the 10:30 AM church service on June 1.
A short reception will follow the church service. This year’s
graduates include:

May 30 Last Day of School - Dismissal @
10:30 AM
June 1 Graduation Kindergarten & 8th

Grade 10:30 Service

Registration for 2008-2009

Registration for students entering grades PS-8 is now open.
Forms are available from the school office or by calling
452-6928 ext. 120. Financial Aid forms are available by
request from the school office; the deadline for financial
aid applicationsisJune 1.

Feesfor the 2008-2009 school year
for grades K-8 are asfollows:

Registration Fee (Payable at time of registration)

Gr. K-8 $ 75/child
Tuition Kindergarten (half-day mornings M-F)  $ 800/year
Tuition Kindergarten (full day M-F) $1000/year
Tuition Gr. 1-8 (first child) $1600/year
Tuition Gr. 1-8 (second child) $1350/year
Tuition Gr. 1-8 (additional children) $1200/year
Technology Fee Gr. K-8 $350/family

Throat Cultures-full year coverage (optional) $15.00/child

Tuition fees and Technology fees
are payable monthly Sept. — June

Kindergarten

Peter Badciong
Collin Berlin-Burns
Esther Bronk
Ethan Glodowski
Caitlyn Going
Ben Johnson
Justice Johnson
Carly Kastello
Ellie Kastello
Dalton Russeau
Maria Sandcork
Matthew Starks
Tatiana Trainor

8" Grade

Anna Rose Beilfuss
Alex Butenhoff
Jacob Finke

Curtis Harrison
Kaysie Harrison
Kendra Harrison
Jessica Huffman
Daniel Karnick
Shaina Laska

Eve Martinson
Catherine Meilinger
Brenna Miranda
Emily Peterson

picnic on June 24" at Alice Neitzke's

house at 213 East Howard Street. The event will start at 6:15
pm. Food and beverages will be provided. Call Margie Steber
at 452-3419 by JUNE 20th to make a reservation for this
annual event.

CHURCH RECREATION NEWS

We are planning to attend the preview performance of the
Shakespeare “Taming of the Shrew” on Thursday, June 26"
Ticket cost is $15 and time of performance is 7:30 p.m.. Please
let me know soon so we can reserve seatsl —Annamary Seltz

We are planning on taking a bus to the Twins Game for Lu-
theran Night on August 19. Cost $21, plus cost of the bus.

James Woodard
ALTAR GUILD PICNIC \\\\ HELP NEEDED FOR
All Altar Guild membersareinvitedtoa L\ STRAWBERRY FEST

Srawberry Fed is Sunday, June 8. Help is needed on Sun
day to set up and take down equipment. If you would like
to help us raise noney to support the school,
please contact one of us — Sherri Wend-
land (454-1780, wendland@hbd.com) or
Cheri Going (454-5835,
gwgoing529 @ hotmail.com)).

Wi,
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Help is al needed on Saturday, June 7, at 8 <a\,
am to prepare the drawberries Please bring kg

your own paring knife. If you have any quesions G
please contact Deanna Sandcork (474-0932).

ST. MARTIN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

WINONA, MINNESOTA




CARING ABOUT PEOPLE—SHARING ABOUT CHRIST

“God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God” 2 Corin-
thians 5: 21. Thisisthe“Great Exchange”—God took our sin and gave us in exchange Eternal Life through Jesus Christ.
How should that make us react?—with extreme joy! | told the 3—4 graders of St. Martin’s School how would you react
if someone took all your garbage from your house from now until your last day on earth and gave you a billion dollarsin
return??!! Would you be able to hold it a secret? They said NO—we would want to tell everyone. God gave us far, far
more in exchange. Keep Sharing Jesus—Don't Keep Him A Secret. Joyfully Share God’s Gifts.

PICTURE DIRECTORY—PICTURE DIRECTORY—PICTURE DIRECTORY

Some Updates:

x Thedatesfor our photosto be taken by Olan Millsare: September 8-13; 16-17. All photos will be taken in the St.
Martin's School Gym.

x  Everyone photographed will receive afree 8 x 10 portrait and directory with no obligation to purchase any photo-
graphs.

x If you choose NOT to be photographed by Olan Mills, you can still submit a picture to the church office that will be
included in the directory and still receive afree directory. Please indicate on your submitted picture whether or not
you would like it returned to you.

x  Wewill have a special page in the directory of those currently serving in the military. If you have a son or daughter
serving submit their military or another photo of them to the church office.

x Our goal: 500 families photographed or submitted pictures. Thiswill give us 30 free activity pagesin our direc-
tory; we'll really be able to show-case our congregation.

x SIGN-UP BEGINSRIGHT NOW: Goto our web site at: stmartinswinona.com and on the home page click the
picture directory sign-up link.

x If you are not able to sign-up online beginning July 19-August 17 a sign-up sheet will be available at The Welcome
Center in the church.

x  Those families with college students, who attend a school and won't be available to be photographed with their fami-
lies, call medirectly at 452-6928 x 107, and we'll set up a special photograph session with your family in August.

A special thank you goes out to the Picture Directory Committee members. They are:
Patti Mueller—Sign-Up Coordinator
Cheri’ Going—Tel ephone Coordinator
Carol Nako—L ay-Out Coordinator
Photographers for Activity Pages—Carol Nako, Jayne Kettner, Jim Huffman
Overall Coordinator—Bob Cloeter

Any questions—contact me.
“Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold.” 2 Corinthians 3: 12

Bob Cloeter

THANK YOU to all the choirs, directors, and instrumentalists who have con-
tributed to our services this festival-half of the church year!
Your extra efforts and dedication have made our worship at
St. Martin's that much more meaningful. Thanks again!!
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Here’s the latest information concerning our
generous response to the Lord goodness.

Our loss for 2008 through April was $3,830.

Due to the bequest from the Chester and Irene Tarras’
estate, as of May 8, 2008, our total indebtedness
(including past years’ debts) is now $0. Praise the Lord for
His faithfulness in providing for His church!

YOUTH NEWS

Our next Senior Youth meeting is June 11.
We will be participating in Frisbee Golf at lake
park. We will meet at the St. Martin's parking
lot at 6 pm to travel to the park. Those who
have completed eighth grade are invited to
join the Senior Youth. Come ready to play hard.

If you have any questions about this, please contact
Sandy Herron at 457-0379 or 313-3737.

The Junior Youth Night is Wednesday, June 18, and be-
gins at 6:30 pm. Meet in the Youth Room in the lower
level of the School. Those who completed the fifth grade
are invited to be a part of the Junior Youth group.

If you have any questions please contact Brenda Hoepner
at 689-2918.

Praise God for the beautiful day He
provided for our ‘Helping Hands
Day’ on Saturday, May 17. We
were blessed with 19 volunteers
who joyfully contributed over 100
hours to beautification of the church
and school properties. We were able
to totaly landscape the east side of
the church with plants to follow.
The lawns were raked, bushes were trimmed, grass was
cut, and the parking lot, alley and area outside the church
office door were al swept. The safety pillarsin the aley
were scraped and painted. The church
sign and glass front doors were washed
and much weeding and sweeping was
done in front. It was a time of work and
fellowship that made a long day pass
quickly. To all the volunteers, our sincere
. thanks.

= | God'sBlessing to you,
‘ Lonna Drussell and Eileen Abraham

STRAWBERRY FEST
-~ JUNE 8 --
SINCLAIR PARK

Thank Voul

Thank you to all individuals who helped with the St.
Martin's Association Fundraiser for Hope Lutheran
High School on Sunday May 18th.

Thank you for the wonderful pies donated: the people
who helped in the kitchen and dining areas. and St.
Martin's Youth for organizing this event with the as-
sistance of Church Council.

THANK YOU ALL
Brenda Hoepner, Youth Volunteer

ST. MARTIN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Board of Evangelism recently met to explore
creative ways to actively promote St. Martin’s Lu-
theran Church and School throughout the Community
of Winona. Two suggestions recently came to frui-
tion:

i A two-sided glossy 11x4 inch card identifying
our worship times, St. Martin’s Day and Hope
High School information, Bible study times
and locations, etc. These were recently distrib-
uted at al thelocal hotels and motels.

i Upon a request by the Board of Evangelism,
the Winona City Council recently considered
and approved two posts set permanently in the
ground at Sinclair Park that would hold a 4x8
foot sign advertising The Strawberry Festiva
each year. The Strawberry Festival is consid-
ered a community event by the City of Winona.
This type of signage setup will be similar to
what you see in Windom Park.

WINONA, MINNESOTA




Hey, Kids! Get ready to make some new friends at VBS this summer. We're going on
a Friendship Trek at St. Martin's July 14-18 from 8:45-11:30 A.M. each morning.
You'll meet a new forest friend each day and get to know your very best friend, Jesus
Christ! All children (Age 4 through those completing Grade 6) are welcome, so don't
forget to invite and bring your friends! Older children, teens, and adults are also en-
couraged to participate as small group leaders and helpers, preschool teachers and
helpers, child care team, storytelling crew, snack crew, games crew, and registration
team members. We've added a new position this year as well: technical director.
This person or team would be in charge of setting up and running the DVD’s, CD’s,
projection system, etc. Cal or email Ruth Badciong at 454-4418 or bad-
ciong@hbci.com if you have questions or would love to help.

*** PS, Registration forms are available in the church and school offices, at Strawberry Fest, and
in an upcoming edition of the Messenger. Be sure to pick up (or sign up for) your free CD of VBS
songs (one per family) when you register.

There will be orientation/training sessions for_all Friendship Trek volunteerson Monday, June
16™, from 6:30-8:00 P.M. and on Wednesday, June 18™ from 10-11:30 A.M. in the church base-
ment/fellowship hall. (Choose the session that best fits your schedule.) Pastor Moore will present an
overview of the Bible lessons for all Friendship Trek volunteers and we will learn how al our parts
work together as we share Christ, our Best Friend, with the children of our community. If you'd like
to help with thisyear’ s VBS, please come to one of the orientation sessions.
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Summer Sundays for
Sanctified Siblings of the Savior

Church Basement Fellowship Hall
9:30-10:15 a.m. beginning June 15

o6 Sunday School has completed its 2007-2008 school year. During the summer, be-
> 7 4, ginning June 15, we will be having Summer Sundays” for the kids of the congre-
.= gation from age 3 through 7th grade. It will take place in the

ﬂ:‘\?s? church basement and will consist of a video selection, crafts, @ S
songs, games, snacks. We will begin at 9:30 and go until 10:15. 94",“"\/
Each week will be somewhat different so plan on joining us for “Something &X%‘\-
Specia for Summer Sundays for Sanctified Siblings of the Savior.”




