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"Also, seek the peace and pros-
perity of the city to which | have
carried you. Pray to the Lord for
it, because if it prospers you too
will prosper." -- Jeremiah 29:7

Jeremiah speaks these words from God
to the people of God when they have been
taken into captivity. Their own homeland
has been overrun by the Babylonians and
they have been taken into exile. They are
slaves. They have no citizenship. They
have no rights. And yet, God called upon
them to pray for the city, for its peace and
prosperity, and to pray for those who have
taken away their homes from them. God
wants His children to pray for the city into
which He has carried them--AND HE
PROMISES TO BLESS!

We are now coming up to November 4,
2008--ELECTION DAY! Often we as Chris-
tians find ourselves searching for a better
understanding of how we should participate
in the civil affairs of the nation. Should
Christians vote? Should we allow our Chris-
tian beliefs to guide our decision about who
to elect? Can we rest in the assurance that
God is in charge and therefore we don't
need to even participate? What is the best
response of Christians in this time of turmaoil
in our nation--in this time of conflicting under
-standings--in this time of economic hard-
ship--where do we put our priorities?

We need to begin with the obvious. If
God called upon the people of Jeremiah's
day to pray for the city in which they lived
even though they were slaves and had no
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rights--WE TOO NEED TO START WITH
PRAYER! As we contemplate the elec-
tions, the future of our nation and who
would be the best people to be elected, we
need to take the entire process to God in
prayer. Ask God to guide your thoughts
and decision-making process. Ask God to
guide all voters that those who will be the
greatest blessing to our land will be elected.

Second, we need to be about the proc-
ess of involving all that we are in our
evaluation of the candidates. God has
given us the ability to reason--to think
through things. He calls upon us to follow
His law in all aspects of our lives.

We must look at issues as Christians
who are part of our American society--not
as Americans who are secondarily also
Christians. What are the moral positions
and understandings of the candidates?
Have they shown that they will be suppor-
tive of family? Are they trustworthy? How
will their service in office affect our ability to
serve God? Will it at all? All of this is part
of our responsibility as Christians to add
into the decision-making process.

Third, Christians must participate. We
need to be part of the process. We need to
vote. We cannot and must not take the po-
sition that "my vote won't matter.” We can-
not and must not merely rest in the assur-
ance that regardless of the outcome God
will use it to our good. [Though it is true
that God can and will work all things to our
good. Scripture is full of examples where
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God's children by failure to act as He commanded
found themselves being brought to God's will through
much trial and tribulation that could have been
avoided.]

God's Word to His people through Jeremiah as-
sures us that God will bless. In His plan of salvation--
the death of Jesus on the cross--we see God's great
love for us. As we struggle with the complex issues
and statements made by and about each of the candi-
dates, we need to trust in God, pray for guidance, and
vote for the candidates that the Lord leads us to sup-
port.

| pray that God will bless not only you but all those
voting this November 4™ with wisdom and guidance. |
pray that God will bless our nation through those
elected. And | urge you not only to vote, but to pray
God's blessing upon our community and nation as you
go to the polls.

-- Pastor Moore

VOTERSMEETING

The next regular VVoters Meeting of the Congregation is on
Thursday, November 20, 2008, at 7:00 pm in the church.

The agenda includes:

x 2009 Budget

x Possible approval of removal of 5th Street Apartment
house

x  Suggested distribution of funds from Sommerfeld Estate
designated for beautification and maintenance of the
church

x Report from the Principal Call Committee

All Communicant Members of the congregation after attain-
ing the age of 18 are eligible to be Voting Members of the
congregation.

Retired or Retiring
during 20087

We want you! A specia recogni-
tion time will be set aside during
the New Year's Eve, December
31, service to honor our retirees. If you or you know
of someone from St. Martin’ s congregation who will
retire or who has retired during this year (2008),
would you please notify Bette Cichoski (452-6928,
ext, 126) or the church office (452-6928, ext. 100)
with the name and date of the retirement? The Fam-
ily Ministry Committee of St. Martin’s would like
thisinformation by Friday, December 12, 2008.

LUTHERAN WOMEN'’S
MISS ONARY LEAGUE
WHITEWATER CONFERENCE

FALL RALLY
is
Saturday, November 1, 2008
at
Trinity Lutheran Church
305125 S. NW
Elgn, MN

Theme: “Faith Comesby Hearing’

Speakers. Jerry and Carol Loewe
(Misson Central Minnesota)

Regdration —8:15 am. / Opening—9:00 am.
Cos $8 (includes lunch)

Bible Study led by Counselor Sorenson
Scripture: Romans 10:17.

Giftsfrom the Heart (ingethering):
Ronald McDonad House
Paper Products and Cleaning Products

COINSFOR CHRIST

Coins for Christ contributions for November/December
will be used in support of St. Martin’s Social Ministry
Fund. If you are in need of help, please contact Pastor
Moore. All requests for assistance are kept confidential.
“But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother
in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's
love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word
or talk but in deed and in truth.” 1 John 3:17-18.

Contributions may be put in the container in the narthex.
May God bless you for your concern for familiesin need.

THANKSGIVING SERVICES

Thanksgiving worship services will be conducted on

Wednesday, November 26, at 5:30 pm; and
Thursday, November 27, at 10:00 am..

Join usin giving thanks to God, for
?% everything we have is a gift from
23, God.
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S. Martin’s Thrivent Member
Potluck Dinner

;
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Sunday, November 16, 2008
12 noon

All members of St. Martin’s are invited to a noon
potluck dinner on November 16.

A report on the Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Care in Congregation funding will be given.

Please bring a dish to share and your own table
service. Beverages will be provided.

If you have any questions, please contact one of
the Congregational Coordinators—Lois Stark,
Eleen Abraham or Rocky Sandcork.

Here's the latest information concerning our
generous response to the Lord goodness.

Unpaid bills for 2008 through Sept. total $9,993.

HOPE LUTHERAN AUCTION

|
Hope Lutheran High School will hold itsﬁ iy
annual Fall Auction on November 15, \
2008, at the Riverport Inn of Winona, MN. ’/ \m

This event is an annual event and one of

the major fundraiser each year for the

school. Hope’s Fall Auction is a live and silent auction
event. Doors will open at 5:30 pm with the live auction
beginning at 7:00 pm. The silent auction will close after
the live auction is completed. Admission is $10.00 per
person and includes bid number, auction book, and
hors d’ouvres. Public is invited to attend. All funds
raised are used to assure tuition remains affordable for
all families attending Hope LHS. Any individuals or
businesses wishing to donate items to the auction
should contact the Hope school office at 474-7799 for
more details.

LADIES
GROUPS

The next meeting of St. Martin's LADIES AID is Wednes-
day, November 12 (NOTE DATE CHANGE), a 2 pm in
the church’s fellowship hall. All women are invited to join
them.

The LUTHERAN WOMEN’'S MISSIONARY LEAGUE
(LWML) /Women in Mission’s (WIM) next meeting is at
7 pm on Monday, November 17. Mites may be turned in
during the meeting and an offering is received. All girls
and women of the congregation are invited. Come and join
us in working on a “hands on” project for MOST Minis-
tries.

LWML Whitewater Conference FALL RALLY isNovem-
ber 1 at Elgin (See page 2 for details.). If you are interested in
carpooling, leave a message at the church office.

All women of St. Martin's are invited to join with Circle
Phoebe on Tuesday, November 11th, starting at 7:00 pm.
We will meet at the home of Ruth Badciong, 1419 Homer
Road* (454-4418 or badciong@hbci.com) for Bible study
and Christian fellowship. We will be collecting an offering
for our mission project. Phoebe Circle is an active, grow-
ing, multi-generational group of Christian women who
would love to have you join us, so please come and bring
friends! * If the driveway is full, please park in the Pleas-
ant Valley Church lot next door.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY gets together once a
month for a devotion or Bible Study and to continue work-
ing on the shawls and lap robes for shut-ins. Due to calen-
dar conflicts the next meeting will be in January 2009.

The WOMEN’'S GUILD of St. Martin's has set the date
for the annual Fall Festival—Saturday, November 8, from 9
am to 1 pm. Donations are greatly appreciated for all
booths. A portion of this year's proceeds is designated for
Church Office Equipment and supplemental funding is be-
ing applied for through Thrivent's Care in Congregations
program.

Y ou are welcome to attend any of the ladies group meetings
and activities. For more information or if you would like to
be part of one of the ladies organizations at St. Martin’s for
the

Altar Guild contact Marjorie Steber (452-3419)

Ladies Aid contact Irene Doblar (454-2794)

Women In Mission (LWML) contact the church office
(452-6928, ext. 100) or any WIM member

Women's Guild & Circles contact Margaret Hohenstein
(454-7387).

Carejanud
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Dear M .D.

In this article, congregation members pose questions to
M.D. (our Music Director, not medica doctor) who
thus responds with whatever words of wisdom the Lord
chooses to give him.

Dear M.D., What happened to your finger?

MD: So, you noticed the wrap on my left-hand pinkie?
WEll, here’s the full story (so maybe | won't have to
repeat myself too much)...

I was tossing a football with some St. Martin's students
and jammed my finger (or so | thought) on the first toss
from a student (who shall remain nameless, although
he does seem proud of the fact...). After throning the
ball around ancther 20 minutes or so, | began to notice
that my finger still hurt and also did not look quite right.

It was Saturday (10/4), and so | wert to Urgent Care.
There was a long line and the afternoon

service time was approaching, so | left and

played the service trying not to use the fin-

ger. After senvice, | made a trip to the local

ER, and after 2 hours of the usual
(including X-rays), found out that the finger

was indeed BROKEN. Actually the ligament attached to
the top two digits pulled part of the bone away from the
second digit of my left-hand pinkie. They referred me to
a hand specialist at Mayo.

A visit with the hand specialist on 10/9 resulted in a
splint that needs to remain on the finger 24 / 7 for six
weeks. In order for the bone to heal properly, the finger
cannot be bent, or the whole 6-week process begins
anew. On November 24th, X-rays will again be taken to
determine if the bone has healed. If nat, it is possible
that surgery will be needed.

The doctor is permitting me to play organ, and it is pos-
sible to do so with a little more concentration. Although
the feet of the organist relieve much of the work of the
left hand, it takes some thinking to ensure appropriate
fingers are substituted when the ‘pinkie’s number
comes up.” Piano is ancther story. The left-hand pinkie
is very impartant in playing piano, So you may not see
me at the instrument very often, if at all, for some time.

Please keep this in your prayers; that the Lord might
send healing in His time.

Next month: Back to the organ project!

DIRECT SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES
FOR NOVEMBER/DECEMBER

TOOTHBURSH AND PASTE N\y
FOR VIETNAMESE CHILDREN %
Because of the many wars that different
nations have brought on Vietnam, it is a
very poor economical country. The children have had little
chance to learn about and to practice good hygiene and
tooth care. Asaresult, most people have very bad teeth.
About half of the people of Vietnam are Buddhist and do
not know of the love of their Savior, Jesus Christ. When we
provide the children with basic things like a toothbrush and
toothpaste, they see that we care for them and start asking
guestions. In this way we have an opportunity to tell them
about Jesus and what He has done for them. The cost of a
toothbrush and toothpaste for one child for ayear is $2.00
If you would be interested in helping with this, adoption
agreement forms are available on the Mission Board bulle-
tin board in the narthex.

INDONESIA LUTHERAN SCHOOLS
TUITION FOR ELEMENTARY STUDENTS

LCMS World Missionary, Dennis Denow, is working
with schools that have been destroyed and damaged by the
Tsunami disaster. This project will help to restore commu-
nities and people’s lives. One area that must be rebuilt is
the school systems. In this area LCMS World Mission is
working with the Community Education Transformational
Center in Banda Aceh, Indonesia (where our missionary,
Dr. Fungchatou Lo is located). The greatest need among
the elementary school children is for tuition to attend our
Lutheran schools. For only $80.00 you can provide an en-
tire years tuition for one elementary school student who isa
Tsunami survivor. If you would be interested in helping
with this project, adoption agreement forms are available on
the Mission Board bulletin board in the narthex.

If you have a question you would like addressed,
please feel free to ask our Music Director personaly,
call him at church (452-6928, ext. 104), or send an email
(phil .klemp@stmartinswinona.org).
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FALL FESTIVAL
. Martin's FALL FESTIVAL is coming up
soon — Saturday, Novenber 8, from

9:00 am until 1:00 pm in &. Martin's
shool gynmasum  Tables will be laden
with homemade baked goods and candies, a variety of
cards, craft items, deli goodies “Nearly New”, “Slent Auc-
tion”, Chrigmas items, country sore AND MORE with lunch
featuring piesand other sweets We hope you will plan to
particpate.

WEARESTILL IN NED of itemsfor all tablesand volunteer
workers  Set-up will take place on Fiday, Novermber 7,
from 4:00-6:30 pm Contact Diane Vaujin, Myrtle Shira or
Annamary Seltz for more info on how you can help.

Ten percent of the proceeds will to towards missons outsde
of our congregation and the remainder will be used to up-
grade our church office equipment. Supplemental Funding
has been applied for from Thrivent Hnandal for Lutherans,
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CAMPBELL’S
LABELS FOR EDUCATION
UPDATE

Periodically we receive bonus certificates from local gro-
cers. Most recently, certificates have been awarded to
us by Midtown on the Mall (500 pts) and HyVee (200
pts). We thank these grocers for their help towards our
goal of 15,000 pts for this school year! To date | have
just over 1,500 UPCs counted and bagged, so we are
over the 2,200 point mark. Please continue to submit
UPCs for processing. and please ask relatives and
neighbors to save their labels for us as well. Don't forget
that Campbell's aren't the only UPCs to be collected!
UPCs from Spaghettio's, Swanson, Prego, Pepperidge
Farm, and Franco-American products all count towards
Labels for Education! Alyssa Klemp (454-1713) LFE
Coordinator

MEMBERSHIP ACTIMITY

Lutheran Student Fellowship

(L SF) is located very close to the WSU

campus (303 Winona Street — Broadway

at Winona). All college students are wel-

come to drop by the house to visit, study,

play, work out, or just “hang out” for
Christian fellowship. Ruth's office hours are 5-7 pm on
Thursdays, but “The House” is open to students from 10-10
daily. Ring the bell if the door is locked.

Need aride to St. Martin's for worship services or other ac-
tivities? Call the LSF House at 454-5431, or e-mail Ruth at
badciong@hbci.com, and we'll help you to work out a car-
pool.

LSF meets every Thursday at 6:00 pm. during the WSU Fall
and Spring semesters. Please join us at the LSF House for
Bible study and Christian fellowship. All students are wel-
come, so please bring your friends!

November Calendar**:

x Thursday Night Bible Study (book of Luke) — Novem-
ber 6 and 13 at 6:00 P.M. (Come grow in God’'s Word
with us! We meet for about one hour. Can't make it every
Thursday? No problem! Come when you can. All stu-
dents are welcome!)

x Thanksgiving Dinner — Thursday, November 20th, at
6:00 P.M. WEe'll see you at the LSF House for food and
fellowship. Bring your friends!

x There will be no Bible study on Thanksgiving Day, No-
vember 27". Students are encouraged to worship with
their brothers and sisters in Christ at St. Martin's on
Wednesday, November 26" at 5:30 P.M. or Thursday, No-
vember 27" at 10:00 A.M.

* LSF ison the Web! Check us out at www.|sfwinona.org. *
** Al activities are free to students and are held at
303 Winona unless otherwise noted.

September 21, 2008 through October 17, 2008

BAPTISMS:

10/ 11—Karlee Ann Rector, born August 9, 2008, daugh-
ter of Jon and Amie (nee McElImury) Rector

MARRIAGES:

9/ 27—Brooke Ebertowski and David Bittner

NEW MEMBERS:

9/27—Norma Moore
9/28—Genevieve Larson
9/28—shirley Bublitz

10/ 5—Ken and Pat Harstad

JOINED THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT

10/ 10—Arvel Allred
10/ 10—Marie C. Tarras

Church Recreation News

Fall Pool Party: A swim party has been scheduled on Sunday,
November 2, from 2-6 p.m. at the Quality Inn. Cost is $2 per per-
son. Please let me know by the end of October if you are inter-
ested. It's a great time for families and friends to get together!

Don't Hug Me:  Since we enjoyed the last play so much, we de-
cided to try to get a group together for the next play called Don't
Hug Me at the Jon Hassler Theatre on Sunday, Novermber 9. This
is an award winning musical comedy set in Bunyan Bay, Minne-
sota on the coldest day of the year. Cost for this
play is $16 for seniors and $18 for everyone else.
We would be leaving at 12:30 pm again for the
2:00 play. We may dine out after the play.
Please let me know by Novenber 1st so we can
reserve seats.

Enchanted April Review. We had a great time seeing the hilari-
ous show Enchanted April at the Jon Hassler Theatre in Plain-
view. Afterwards, our group enjoyed a meal at the Hills Supper
Club.

If you have activity suggestions, any questions or to sign up for an
activity, telephone Annamary Seltz, 454-3576 or 452-6928, ext. 127.

Hope Lutheran High School
=D will be performing Rodgers and Hammerstein's
‘ classic musical story of “Cinderela”

on Fri., Nov. 7" at 7:00 pm and Sat., Nov. 8" at 1:30 pm

at Pleasant Valley Church, 1363 Homer Road, Winona.
Admission is free, with a free-will donation received. Come
enjoy a family-friendly outing for the entire family! Refresh-
ments will be available. House opens 30 minutes prior to the
opening curtain. For information, call 474-7799. See you there!

ST. MARTIN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Caring About People—
Sharing About Christ

November 2008

Pictorial Directory Update

The process of putting the directory together is now in the
hands of the Design and Layout Committee—Carol Nako,
Annamary Seltz, and Bob Cloeter. Our work is to design
and layout the front cover, the first 20 pages, as well as
include the submitted pictures and roster. In total we had
276 family units photographed which comes to 28% of our
congregation. With 276 families photographed we were
given the first 20 pages of the directory which alows us to
share the life of our congregation through pictures and text
around our theme: Joyfully Sharing God's Gifts. It is
our hope to conclude our committee work by the begin-
ning to middle of November, so the directory will be with
us in the beginning of 2009. | wish to thank al of you
who helped in the process of serving on a committee to
picture taking to typing to all of you who were photo-
graphed.
To God Be The Glory

St. Martin’s Family Ministry Presents:
Three helpful, Scripture based classes for you which are
being planned for early 20009:

Parenting: The Early Years—10 Biblical traits your
kids will remember you for that will help you guide
them—~6 weeks.

Parenting Your Teenager—A 6 week class taking a
Biblical look at the issues of Identity—Turmoil—
Rebellion—L egacy.

Debt, Credit, and Bankruptcy—The bad news of
debt is that it threatens all of us. The good newsis
that God’'s desire for us is to experience an abun-
dant life. This study will bring clear, biblical guid-
ance to start you on your journey to peace and free-
dom—6 weeks.

ALL ST. MARTIN'SINDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE
OR ARE PLANNING TO RETIRE IN 2008—
PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE.

“Therefore since we have such a hope, we are very
bold.” Il Corinthians3: 12

Bob Cloeter
CHURCH AND SCHOOL OFFICES...... 452-6928
Rev. Richard Moore (hOme)...........cccevevveeeneee 474-0355
Church Fax Line.....cocooeieececeeceeceeeeeeee, 457-0884
School Fax LiN€......ccvcceeieeceeseeceeseesee e 452-8992
Church eemail address....... church@stmartinswinona.org
School e-mail address........ school @stmartinswinona.org
Church web site.........cue...... www.stmartinswinona.com
School web site.......cccoeeenee. Www.stmartinswinona.org
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PRAYER SUGGESTIONS
FOR NOVEMBER 2008

I John 4:21, “And he has given us this
command, whoever loves God must
also love his brother.”

1. Pray we elect people who will govern according to
God'’s will.

2. Give thanks we can worship God each Sunday in His
house.

3. Thank the Lord for all the Saints who have been be-
fore us.

4. Help us to deal with family stress.
5. Give thanks for having a job as many others do not.

6. Pray that our confirmands faith increase as they
study God’s Word.

7. Bless the harvest of the farmers and gardeners.

8. Inspire us to share our blessings with the hungry and
homeless.

9. Thank God we have Pastors who preach His Word.

10. Pray for those who are having marital problems, that
they might seek God’s will.

11. Bless all our veterans today; especially those
wounded while protecting our country.

12. Thank God for our Christian Day and Sunday School.

13. Give thanks for the freedoms we have in this country.

14. Thank God for the faithful staff who serve St. Mar-
tin's.

15. Thank God for our faithful missionaries in other lands.

16. Pray that we honor God when we use His Words.

17. Thank God for all the volunteers in our Church.

18. God bless our evangelism callers as they go out and
visit.

19. Give thanks for those who have survived cancer.

20. Thank God for keeping us safe on the highways and
streets.

21. Help our young people to remain strong and resist
temptation.

22. Grant safety to all hunters, especially deer hunters.

23. Give thanks for the Lord’s Supper where we receive
forgiveness of sins.

24. Pray the Iraqg learn about Jesus.

25. Give me a faith so strong I'd rather die than deny our
Lord.

26. Motivate parents to live and teach Christian living to
their children.

27. Give thanks for all our blessings—family, friends,
home, food, etc.

28. Give thanks for Jesus and tell everyone about him.
29. May God help those addicted to alcohol and drugs.

30. Give thanks for Christ who died for us and our for-
giveness of sins.
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TASTE OF ETHNIC MISSIONS

St. Martin's 1st annual Taste of Ethnic Missions will be Saturday, November 8, from 3:30-5:00 pm in the
church fellowship hall. ,

This is our miniature version of Minnesota South District’s event in which sev- }.’E
eral ethnic ministries are featured. Come and taste Hmong and Vietnamese ;
dishes. Tickets are a $7 donation for adult and youth. Children under 10 are
free, if with an adult.

Proceeds will go to the Lutheran Student Fellowship as they to continue their outreach to international students..

Refreshments/Displays 3:30-4:00
Food tasting 4:00-4:30
Program 4:30-5:00

Tickets are available at the church office or school office or sign up for tickets at the Welcome Center and pick
them up on November 8.

Come and enjoy the displays, presentations and foods from these countries and get to know our presenters.




