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"But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth."

-- Acts 1:8

What a powerful promise we find in these
words. When Jesus first spoke these words it
was to the disciples gathered together at His
ascension. They were about to see their Lord
ascend into heaven. From their vantage point
they were about to loose Him. To calm their
fears, to quiet the unrest that would surely
follow His leaving Jesus says, "But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
upon you."

God did not and does not leave His people
without help. He does not abandon them to
their own defenses. He does not leave them
to face the trials and problems of each day in
solitude. No! God has given us the gift of His
Spirit living within us. The Holy Spirit is here
to guide and protect us. He is here to
enlighten us. He is here to EMPOWER US!

How often do we feel powerless in the light
of the problems of this world? We see the
rate and acceptance of violent crimes growing
daily as we watch the TV News. We hear of
crisis after crisis, health, economic, environ-
mental, moral, and the list goes on. But we
are not powerless to combat these problems.
We have the power of God. The power of the
Holy Spirit.

Jesus not only told His disciples they
would receive power, but He told them what
they were to do with it. He said, "And you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth." The power which we have received,
the power of the Holy Spirit is to be used to
proclaim God and His love to people, to joy-
fully share God'’s gifts. This power changes
hearts, changes lives, changes societies.
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The best way for us as Christians to impact
the violence, the fear, the prejudice, the hatred
and the breakdown of the family is to take the
problems to God in prayer. God hears and
answers the prayers of His people. But we
can't stop there.

We need also to bring the Gospel, the proc-
lamation of God's love to those who do not
know Him. We need to change lives and atti-
tudes by bringing people into the Body of
Christ. We need to create freedom, respect,
dignity, and self worth, by proclaiming to those
who lack it that God values them—THAT
CHRIST DIED FOR THEM!

Ultimately that is what our witnessing is
about. It is proclaiming to people the truth
about God. Not that we can answer all ques-
tions. Not that we can right all wrongs. But,
that God loves them, will sustain them, will em-
power them and has already paid the price of
forgiving them.

This is what our Sharing is about—bring
others to know the love of God; bringing others
into the family of God; and reconciling people
who have always been at odds by making
them one in Christ.

St Martin’s Lutheran Church exists for this
reason and only for this reason. We are here
to carry out the mission for which God has cre-
ated The Church on earth—to be about His
mission, the mission of reaching others with
the Gospel. We have adopted the Mission to
be about “Joyfully Sharing God's Gifts.” This
new year let us make that the focus of every-
thing that happens at St. Martin’'s. God has
called us to this and has empowered us to
succeed.

-- Pastor Moore



6-8 GRADE CONFIRMATION MEAL

Happy New Year Everyone! The next 6-8 grade Confir-
mation meal is Wednesday, January 7, 2009, at 6:00 pm
in the church fellowship hall.

What should you bring?

x 6th Grade — maindish

x 7th Grade — salad

x 8th Grade — dessert
Beverages, utensils, plates and cups will be provided.
See you there.

Bob Cloeter

BAPTISM CANDLE MILESTONE

Thirty one children were brought into God's Family
through Holy Baptism in 2008! Thisis an increase of four-

teen from 2007. To God Be Praise and Glory!

One January 10 and 11 a Baptisn Candle Mile- __—
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stone will be celebrated in our worship services
to assist these families to celebrate their child’s
baptism birthday throughout their life.
EPIPHANY SERVICES
* 1 Join us January 3 and 4 (Saturday, 5:30 pm;
Sunday, 8:00 and 10:30 am) for our celebra-
tion of Epiphany and the coming of the wise men. Our
worship will be enhanced by a woodwind ensemble.

RETIREMENT MILESTONE

Again we celebrated with those who retired from their oc-
cupation in 2008 at our New Year's Eve worship service.
Following the service refreshments were served where all
retirees present were honored.

2009 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES

Contribution envelopes for 2009 may be picked up in the
church fellowship hall. PLEASE DO NOT USE THESE
ENVELOPES UNTIL 2009 AS NEW NUMBERS MAY
HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED. If you do not locate your enve-
lopes, please sign the sheet provided of contact Lois at the
church office (452-6928, ext. 100) as soon as possible.

CHURCH AND SCHOOL OFFICES....... 452-6928

Rev. Richard Moore (home).................. 474-0355
Church Fax Line .....coooovveiiiiiiiieciie e, 457-0884
School Fax Line.......eeeiiiiiiiiieieee e, 452-8992

Church e-mail address .. church@stmartinswinona.org
School e-mail address ....school@stmartinswinona.org
Church web site.................. www.stmartinswinona.com
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Caring About People—
Sharing About Christ

You are invited to:

PARENTING YOUR CHILDREN
or
DEBT—CREDIT—BUDGET

Today many people are looking for practical and
encouraging strategies that help them cope with
parenting and budgeting. These two classes are
now finalized to do just that and will begin
Wednesday evening, January 21% and continue
January 28", February 4", and February 11"
from 6:30-7:45 pm in the upper level of St. Mar-
tin's School. The sessions will run: 45 minutes—
15 minute break—15 minute wrap-up. Plan now
to attend.

Teaching these classes are:

Parenting Your Children —
William and Karin Schatte

Debt, Credit, Budget — Ken Bittner
SIGN-UP AT THE WELCOME CENTER
IN THE BACK OF THE CHURCH
OR BY CALLING THE
CHURCH OFFICE AT 452-6928, EXT. 100

+ + +

EVERY MEMBER VISITS

Not many calls are left. Let’s finish these con-
tacts with our members on:

Mondays—January 12 and 19, 2009
from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Meet in the Church Fellowship Hall.

“Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are
very bold.” II Corinthians 3:12

Bob Cloeter

JANUARY 2009




©o N

9.

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

20.
21.
22.

23.
24,

25.
26.
27.

28.
29.
30.

31.

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS
FOR
JANUARY 2009

“| sought the Lord and he heard me
and delivered me fromall my fears.”
Psalm 34:4.

Lord go with us as we enter this New Y ear.

Thank you for the blessings of 2008, Lord.

May we be more willing to work and give to our
church.

Thank you Lord for sending Your Son to die in our
stead.

In this cold weather may the homeless find food and
shelter.

Bless all the little babies baptized at St. Martin's.

May the work of our Pastors be fruitful.

New Year solutions—add more prayer time to your
life.

Grant criminals the will to change their lives.

May all of our confirmands grow in faith by learning.
As we confess our sins, we thank you Lord for for-
giveness.

Grant peace and comfort to the sick and dying and the
their families.

Thank God for our health and well being. We never
really appreciate it until weloseit.

Pray for safe travel in these winter months.

Bless dl our missionaries as they tell others about
Christ.

We pray for all those baptized that they remain true to
their faith.

Pray the economy will get better soon.

Help us to educate people that life is sacred and not
use abortion or euthanasia.

Help those without ajob to find something to do to be
abletolive.

Help the new President to do agood job.

Thank God for all he has given us.

Thank you Lord for the sheer joy of deep when I'm
tired.

Pray our youth remain Christian young people.

Lord we thank you for sending us a Savior at Christ-
mas.

Help single parents provide a good home life.

Pray the Lord move more people to worship.

Pray all people will care and protect others of all col-
ors.

Help those who are divorced to forgive each other.
Lord, keep our Pastors safe and healthy.

Pray for al our members who are sick and may be
lonely.

Thank God for the blessings of last year.

ST. MARTIN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

LADIES
GROUPS

The next meeting of St. Martin's LADIES AID is
Wednesday, January 7, 2 pm in the church fellowship hall.
All women are welcome.

SOMETHING NEW. The ladies of the congregation are
invited to a POTLUCK BREAKFAST on SATUR-

DAY, January 10. Bring rolls, fruit, muffins,

an egg dish, juice, etc. and join us at 9:30 am

in the church fellowship hall. Election of offi-

cers will take place. The members of Circle

Priscilla of the Women’s Guild are hostesses.

Phoebe Circle invites the women of St. Martin's to meet
with us on Tuesday, January 13, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. at the
home of Alyssa Klemp, 1560 Willow Run (49" Ave. WE
Valley; 454-1713 or phil.and.lys@juno.com). We will
share in a Bible study led by Annamary Seltz and Christian
fellowship time and aso collect an offering for our new
mission project goal: providing tuition for five students at
the Lutheran school in Banda Aceh, Indonesia. All women

of St. Martin's are encouraged to join us. We hope to see
you on January 13™!

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY meetsonce amonth
for a devotion or Bible Study and to continue working on
the shawls and lap robes for shut-ins. The next meeting is
will be January 15, 20009, at 7:00 pm in the fellowship hall.

LUTHERAN WOMEN'S MISSIONARY
LEAGUE (LWML) / Women in Mission’s
(WIM) will meet on Monday, January 19, at 7:00 pm in
the fellowship hall of the church. Hostess is Bobbi Schles-
selman and the Bible Study leader will be Kathy Skrastins.
ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED TO ATTEND. Mites will
be collected and an offering received. Watch for informa-
tion on the “ Spring” Ladies Gathering.

Y ou are welcome to attend any of the ladies group meetings
and activities. For more information or if you would like to
be part of one of the ladies organizations at St. Martin’s for
the
Altar Guild contact Marjorie Steber (452-3419)
Ladies Aid contact Irene Dablar (454-2794)
Women In Mission (LWML) contact the church office
(452-6928, ext. 100) or any WIM member
Women’'s Guild & Circles contact Margaret Hohenstein
(454-7387).

Wewshyai dl a
Blessl New Yex!

WINONA, MINNESOTA




Dear M .D.

In this article, congregation members pose questions to
M.D. (our Music Director, not medica doctor) who
thus responds with whatever words of wisdom the Lord
chooses to give him.

Dear M.D., Can you tell me about the second
phase of the organ project?

MD: Last month | indicated that the congregation had not
yet approved the second phase of the organ project.
However, that fact changed at the last Voters' meeting
when it was moved forward as part of the 2009 budget.
Dallars for the project were allotted from the Sommer-
feld estate, the organ fund, and a special projects fund.
Cost for the second phase is $159,950 which brings the
total cost for the organ project to $342,425.

| realize that this is a lot of money. But considering that
the organ had a replacement value of $500,000 prior to
any work being done, that its value will approach
$750,000 when all the work is completed, and that we
will in a sense have a brand new organ, it is actually an
example of good stewardship of what God has given
us. Most of the money for the project came from the
Sommerfeld estate which was specifically designated
for maintenance and beautification of our church. The
organ project was a perfect fit for the money available.

Dear M.D., Will all the work being done
compromise the historical na-
ture of the instrument?

Yes and No. After the work is com-

pleted, the instrument will no longer

be a museum piece to reflect how

organs sounded when huilt in the

early part of the century. However,

all the work is being done by the

original builder, Austin Organ Inc.,

Hartford, Connecticut; and it will still be recognized as
their Opus 626, originally built in 1916.

At the same time, the instrument will become quite ex-
citing in its capabilities to lead congregational song. And
this | believe is the crux of the matter. The organ exists
to lead God's people in song, not to be maintained as a
museum piece at all cost. How will the second phase of
the project better enhance our congregation’s singing?
You'll have to wait until next month to find out!

MEMBERSHIP ACTIMITY

November 14, 2008 through December 10, 2008

BAPTISMS:

11/16—Benjamin Cooper McCall, born July 4, 1996;
Bruce Hunter McColl, born October 6, 1997;
Scott Frederick Gustav McColl, born June 1,
1999;
Linnea Rose McCaoll, born March 17, 2001; and
Fona Heather McCaoll, born February 25, 2003;
children of Robert and Britta (nee Hunter)
McCaoll
11/27—Magdalena Jolene Sandcork, born Cctober 30,
2008, daughter of Robert and Deanna (nee
Ressie) Sandcork
11/28—Arianna Mckenzie Yuman, born September 22,
2008, daughter of Kayla Yuman and Randle
Reynolds
12/7—€aitlyn Margaret Bauer, born October 10, 2008,
daughter of Terry and Audrey (nee Marg)
Bauer

NEW MEMBERS:

11/15—By Profession of Faith—
Frank Kunce
11/16—hrough the Rite of Confirmation—
Robert McColl
Britta McCaoll
Peter McCaoll
11/22—Fhrough the Rite of Confirmation—
Kinsey Drazkowski

JOINED THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT:
11/ 23 Wiflfred Huff

If you have a question you would like addressed,
please feel free to ask our Music Director personally,
call him at church (452-6928, ext. 104), or send an email
(phil .klemp@stmartinswinona.org).

MESSENGER

Here’'s the latest information concerning our
generous response to the Lord goodness.

Unpaid bills through November 2008 total $46,958.

JANUARY 2009




THRIVENT NEWS

St. Martin’s Thrivent members decided at their last meeting
to have a POTLUCK DINNER on Sunday, January 25,
2009. EVERYONE is invited — just bring a dish to share
and your own table service and join us at 12 noon in the
fellowship hall of St. Martin’s.

We encourage more congregational groups to take advan-
tage of supplemental funding from Thrivent for work or fund-
raising projects for St. Martin’s through the Care in Congre-
gations program. At the November 16 meeting the mem-
bers decided St. Martin’s supplemental funds rate will con-
tinue at 50¢ per $1 raised and the members set a $400 per
activity maximum.

Projects this past year were a Fish Fry for ‘08 Class Trip,
Rummage Sale for School Athletic Uniforms, Lenten Supper
for Campus House furnace, Fish Fry for ‘09 Class Trip, Fall
Festival for Office Equipment, Advent Supper for Garden
Club.

To qualify for Thrivent supplemental funding at least six
Thrivent member households must be involved in planning
and carrying out the activity. For more information on the
supplemental funding for a congregational project, you may
contact Lois Stark, Eileen Abraham or Rocky Sandcork,
Congregation Service Team.

The East Winona Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Luther-
ans meet on October 27, 2008, and elected officers for the
coming year. They are
President
Vice President
Records Director Carla Burton
Financial Director Harry Strusz
Congregational Service Teams Director Nancy English
Communications Director Ruth Badciong
Asst. Financial Director Jerry Rusert
Community Service Teams Director Roberta Kiekbusch
Youth Director Cindy Hansen
Events Director Nancy Hauschildt
The Chapter Board meets the first Wednesday of each
month. If you wish to apply for supplemental funds for a
project or cause outside of St. Martin’s, contact any chapter
officer. Guidelines and applications are available online.
Again, at least six Thrivent member households must be
involved in the planning and carrying out of the project. Ap-
plications must be submitted to the Chapter Board at least
50 days prior to the activity .

Gary Evans
J. C. Pfeifer

LUTHERANSFOR LIFE

The Lutherans for Life Banquet is Sunday, January 18, at
12 noon. — Mark your calendar and plan to attend. —
This year the banquet will be held a Grace Lutheran
Church in Stockton. Reservations need to be placed by
January 12. Meal price will be announced soon. Contact a

Lutheransfor Life officer for more information.

Also, high school seniors, watch for information about the

Lutheransfor Life Scholarship.

ST. MARTIN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

DIRECT SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES
FOR JANUARY/FEBRUARY

BIBLESFOR CHINA, LATVIA AND RUSSIA-
Start someone’syear out with God’ Word

LI
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The best way to reach the people of
China, Latvia and Russia with the
Good News of the Gospel is with a Bi-
ble in their own language. LCMS
World Mission has been able to produce a paper-back
Bible in Chinese and have these special Bible printed
there for only $1.00 each. The demand for Bibles is
growing and they are in very short supply for these peo-
ple that want to know about our Lord Jesus.

Bibles for students at Luther Academy in Riga, Latvia
are very important to their education. These students
will go our and be the new leaders in Latvia, proclaim-
ing the Gospel of Christ. These Bibles can be purchased
for $5.00 per student.

People in Russia are so eager to know of Jesus and re-
ceiving Bibles in their own language is such a blessing.
Russian had a 95% literacy rate and they spend much
timereading. A Russian youth Bible costs $5.00 apiece.

God has promised that, “My work will not return void.”
We need to bring the message of grace, love and hope
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to these peo-
ple. If you are interested in helping with one of these
projects, Adoption Agreement forms are available on the
Mission Board bulletin board.

—~

COINSFOR CHRIST — January and February

Caoins for Christ contributions for January and February
will be used to support the “Feed My Starving Children”
organization.

Did you know that every day 18,000 children die from
starvation or starvation related causes. Founded in 1987,
Feed My Starving Children is a non-profit Christian or-
ganization with a mission statement of “Feeding God's
Starving Children hungry in body and spirit.” Our dona-
tions will be used to purchase ingredients to make meals
designed for severely malnourished children. Meals are
hand packed by volunteers, weighed, sealed and packed
and shipped to children around the world. There are
three sites here in Minnesota that this takes place. Vol-
unteers of any age are appreciated. The sites and pack-
ing schedule are posted on the mission board in the nar-
thex. The Coins for Christ contribution containersisin
the narthex also.

WINONA, MINNESOTA




Lutheran Student Fellowship
(LSF) is located very close to the
WSU campus (303 Winona Street —
Broadway at Winona). All college
students are welcome to drop by the
house to visit, study, play, work
out, or just “hang out” for Christian
fellowship. Ruth’s office hours are 5:30-7 P.M. on
Thursdays, but “The House” is open to students from 10-
10 daily. Ringthe bell if the door islocked.

Need aride to St. Martin's for worship services or other
activities? Call the LSF House at 454-5431, or e-mail
Ruth at badciong@hbci.com, and we'll help you to work
out a carpool.

L SF meets every Thursday at 6:00 P.M. during the WSU
Fall and Spring semesters. Please join us at the LSF
House for Bible study and Christian fellowship.
All students are welcome, so please bring your friends!

January Calendar**:

x Thursday Night Bible Study (book of Luke) —
January 15 and 22 at 6:00 P.M. (Come grow in
God's Word with usl We meet for about one hour.
Can't make it every Thursday? No problem! Come
when you can. All students are welcome!)

x January Social — Thursday, January 29th, at 6:00
P.M. Wel see you at the LSF House for food and
fellowship. Bring your friends!

LSF ison the Web! Check us out at www.|lsfwinona.org.

** Al activities are free to students and are held
at 303 Winona unless otherwise noted.

St. Martin's Lutheran School
Important Dates to Remember.

January 5 School resumes

January 7-21 Annual Magazine Sale

January 16 End of 2nd quarter grading period

January 19 NO SCHOOL - Martin Luther King
Jr. Day

January 20 Report cards sent home

January 31 Mustang Classic Bas-

ketball Tournament at
the Winona Middle
School

08-09 &. Martin’sMustang

N
Basketball GAME Schedule w
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You areinvited to attend St. Martin’ s basketball ﬁ
games. The schedule for January is as follows:

Date Opponent Place
Time--Team Note
Thu. 1-8 LakeCity* ST. MARTIN’'S

4:30--B-Girls; 5:15--B-Boys;
6:00--Girls; 7:00--A-Boys

Fri. 19 wMSe" ST. MARTIN’'S
4:30-B-Girls; 5:30-B-Boys

Sat. 1-10 St Matthews Tourney St. Mathews
TBA--B-Boys

Mon. 1-12 Rochester Home School RCTC
4:15--A/B-Girls

5:15--A-Girls;6:15--A-Boys
Taking abus: Load 2:45; Return 8:45

Tue. 1-13 Plainview* Plainview
4:30--B-Girls; 5:15--B-Boys
6:15--A-Girls; 7:30--A-Boys

Taking aBus Load 2:55; Return 8:45

Fri. 1-16 Resurrection* ST. MARTIN'S
4:00--B-Girls; 4:45--B-Boys
5:30--A-Girls; 6:30--A-Boys

Tue. 1-20 St. Matthews St. Matthews
3:30--B-Girls; 4:30--B-Boys
5:30--A-Girls; 6:40--A-Boys

Thu. 1-22 RCLS* Rochester, MN
4:30--A-Girls; 5:30--A-Boys

Sat. 1-24 Silo B-Team Tourney Lewiston HS
TBA--B-Boys & Girls

Tue. 1-27 CouleeChristian ST. MARTIN'S

4:15--B-Girls; 5:00--B-Boys
6:00--A-Girls; 7:00--A-Boys

Thu 1-29 St. John’sLewiston ST. MARTIN'S
4:30--B-Girls; 5:30--B-Boys

Sat. 1-31 Mustang Classic Tourney Winona Middle School
9:00--A-Boys & Girls

MESSENGER

ANNUAL REPORTS

Annual reports are due to the church office on or before
January 30, 20009.

“ All such bodies, societies, and auxiliary groups recog-
nized by the congregation shall report their activities and
treasuries annually.” (Bylaws Article VI, Section la
Auxiliary Organizations)

JANUARY 2009
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St. Martin’s Phone System P

This page provides a few reminders about our phone sys- -

tem and includes some changes in extension numbers due
to the shifting of staff responsibilities.

i When you call the church or school, you need to re-
member only one number: 452-6928.

i After dialing the number you will hear a menu of options. (You may
choose to do nothing, and someone will answer your call.)

i You do not need to listen to the menu before entering your selection.
(For instance, if you know you want to talk to Pastor Moore, you do
not need to listen to the menu options, just dial his extension—102—
as soon asyou hear Lois' voice.)

i Themenuisasfollows:

Press your party’ s extension number, or
Press 2 for the church office, or

Press 3 for the school office, or

Press 4 for service times, or

Press 9 for an extension directory.

The staff extensions listing can be cut out and placed in a convenient
place (such asin your phone book, in your picture directory, etc.).

St. Martin’s Lutheran Church and School
(507) 452-6928

Bette Cichoski—Kindergarten . . .. ....... 126
Bob Clogter—oOutreach . . ... ........... 107
Lorna Fratzke—Asst. Secretary. .. ... ..... 105
Stephanie Hovland—Gr.5-6............ 130
Jm Huffman—custodian. . ............. 139
Pastor Vernon Kettner—Assisting Pastor . .. 111
Phil Klemp—Music Director. .. ... ....... 104
Pastor Richard Moore—Senior Pastor . . . . . 102
Karen Paszkiewicz—~preschool . . ........ 125
Rocky Sandcork—Gr.7-8.............. 129
Raoberta Schlesselman—aGr. 3-4. . ........ 133
Annamary Seltz—Gr. 1-2. . ............. 127
Igor Skrastins—Principal .. ............. 122
Kathy Skrastins—School Secretary . . .. . ... 120
Lois Stark—Church Secretary . . .. ... .. ... 100
Church Fellowship Hall (Kitchen).. ........ 103
School Main Level Hallway . .............. 123
School Basement Hallway. . ............... 124
School Library ... 128
YouthRoom. . .......................... 136




