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                        Si nce 1856  

“ But the Fruit of the Spir it is LOVE.”  
   -- Galatians 5:22 

 What thoughts come to your mind when 
you think of LOVE?  For the Christian, the 
word is usually associated with giving up of 
self while expecting nothing in return.  We 
also think of willingness to care for another 
person and to cherish them.  Often, the word, 
"sacrifice" comes to mind. 

 There are a variety of settings we associ-
ate with LOVE.  We think of the first way in 
which we experience LOVE as we receive 
this gift from our parents as children.  LOVE 
grows and blossoms through courtship and 
marriage.  We also think of the LOVE we 
show toward our own children and grandchil-
dren.  Certainly, we think of the LOVE that 
God bestows upon us, especially by means of 
His two sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper.  LOVE is a triangle that draws God 
to me and me to God; God to others and oth-
ers to God.  Finally, it draws me to others 
and others to me. 

 The Bible uses the word, LOVE, 402 
times.  Certain passages, of course, stand out 
above others:  John 3:16, the Golden Rule, 
and Jesus' great command that we should 
love one another as He has loved us.  I Co-
rinthians 13 tells us: 

"If I speak in the tongues of men and of 
angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I 
have prophetic powers, and understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 

I have all faith, so as to remove moun-
tains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If 
I give away all I have, and if I deliver 
my body to be burned, but have not 
love, I gain nothing.  Love is patient and 
kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is 
not arrogant or rude.  Love does not in-
sist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, 
but rejoices in the right.  Love bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things…so faith, 
hope, love abide, these three; but the 
greatest of these is LOVE." 

 Do Christians really reflect this kind of 
LOVE in their day-to-day living?  Is the 
LOVE of which the Apostle Paul speaks only 
a dream or can it be made a reality? 

 Certainly, for the early Christians, the 
LOVE of Christ put into action was very real.  
During the famine in Jerusalem, Christians in 
Antioch shared food and necessities with the 
Christians in Jerusalem.  Christians would 
also open their homes to Christians who were 
traveling in their community.  Paul was cared 
for wherever he traveled, and even when in 
prison, gifts were sent to him.  Dorcas and 
Lydia were helpful to the poor and needy.  Is 
that kind of LOVE still around in the church 
today? 

 May God's LOVE be reflected through us 
to others so that they, too, may learn of our 
Savior's great LOVE for them. 

    -- Pastor Moore 
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DIRECT SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR JANUARY/FEBRUARY 

BIBLES FOR CHINA, LATVIA AND RUSSIA–
Star t someone’s year  out with God’  Word 

The best way to reach the people of China, Latvia and Rus-
sia with the Good News of the 
Gospel is with a Bible in their own 
language. LCMS World Mission 
has been able to produce a paper-
back Bible in Chinese and have 
these special Bible printed there 
for only $1.00 each.  The demand for Bibles is growing and 
they are in very short supply for these people that want to 
know about our Lord Jesus. 

Bibles for students at Luther Academy in Riga, Latvia are 
very important to their education.  These students will go 
our and be the new leaders in Latvia, proclaiming the Gos-
pel of Christ.  These Bibles can be purchased for $5.00 per 
student.  

People in Russia are so eager to know of Jesus and receiv-
ing Bibles in their own language is such a blessing.  Russian 
had a 95% literacy rate and they spend much time reading.  
A Russian youth Bible costs $5.00 apiece.   

God has promised that, “My work will not return void.”   
We need to bring the message of grace, love and hope 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to these people.  If 
you are interested in helping with one of these projects, 
Adoption Agreement forms are available on the Mission 
Board bulletin board. 

MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITY 
December 10, 2008 through January 15, 2009 

BAPTISMS:

12/ 14/ 09—Dylan Collin Bannon, born August 9, 2001, 
son of John and Jodi (nee Odom) Bannon  

12/ 21/ 09—Samuel Hunter Michalowski, born April 11, 
2008, son of Ronald Jack and Linda 
Michalowski  

1/ 11/ 09—Andrew Daniel Schrumpf, born November 
14, 2008, son of Robert and Michelle (nee 
Borgwardt) Schrumpf  

NEW MEMBERS:

1/ 11/ 09—Scott and Tiffany Schindeldecker, Emilia 
and Logan  

TRANSFERS OUT:

RELEASES:

JOINED THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT: 

12/ 18/ 08—Charles Bass  
12/ 22/ 08—Willard Sherwood 
1/ 7/ 09—Linda Kowalewski  
1/ 9/ 09—Bernita Niemeyer  

FUNERAL: 

1/ 7/ 09—Edgar Schoenike 

Here’s the latest information concerning our Here’s the latest information concerning our Here’s the latest information concerning our 
generous response to the Lord goodness.generous response to the Lord goodness.generous response to the Lord goodness.

Dollars borrowed from designated accounts 
to pay bills through the end of fiscal year 2008: 

$12,000.  

CHURCH AND SCHOOL OFFICES 452-6928 
Rev. Richard Moore (home)……… .................. 474-0355 
Church Fax L ine...................................................................................457-0884 
School Fax L ine......................................................................................452-8992 
Church e-mail address......... church@stmartinswinona.org 
School e-mail address.............school@stmartinswinona.org 
Church web site...................................www.stmartinswinona.com 

LENT BEGINS 

Our mid-week services during Lent are held every Wednes-
day, at 1:30 pm. and 5:30 pm, beginning with the Ash 
Wednesday communion services on February 25.  I pray that 
they will be a blessing as you consider the new life we have in 
Christ, the suffering and death of Jesus on our behalf as we 
prepare to celebrate His glorious resurrection. 

LENTEN FELLOWSHIP MEALS:  Following the 5:30 pm 
midweek Lenten services a fellowship meal will be held in the 
church fellowship hall.  If you or a group you are a member of 
would like to service a meal on Wednesdays March 4, 25 or 
April 1; please contact the church office as soon as possible 
(452-6928, ext. 100 or church@stmartinswinona.org).   
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St. Mar tin's Lutheran School 

Character istics of a Strong Family 

This is part of a series of articles appeared monthly in 2004 that focued on the characteristics that make families strong: 

Spend Time Together  

Strong families spend both quality and quantity time together .  Relationships grow and develop over time and after 
spending time together.  In today's extremely busy society, it is very difficult to make this a priority.  Dad works many 
hours.  Mom works many hours.  Children have school, sports and countless activities that take up time.  Is the idea of 
spending time together as a couple, as a parent and child, and as a family lost in the busyness of your home?  Make an 
honest appraisal of your family--whether you are married or single and parenting--and ask yourself how much time you 
spend together.  Do you eat meals together?  Pray together?  Do chores together?   Read together?  Play together?  Have 
conversation together?  Worship together? 

Family Together Time Is Important!   How Can You Make the Time Together?

One of the most difficult things for family members to do is to say no to good things.  Remember that not all good things 
need to be done by us!  That may mean saying no to the church or the school when it asks of our time.  Jesus would have 
us create a balance between work, pleasure, service, relaxation, rest and family.  He is our best example when we read in 
Scripture how He took time for teaching, healing, visiting friends, resting, getting away from crowds and enjoying chil-
dren.

Strong relationships are cultivated with time investments.  There is NO substitute.  It is said that the best gift you can give
to your child is your TIME. 

Eat Meals Together  - This is a noble and important priority.  This may mean being willing to adjust meal times daily to 
have this touch point with family members. 

Do Chores Together  - A family who dusts and folds laundry together grows together!  It also teaches your children to 
become self-sufficient adults who know how to manage daily life. 

Play Together  - Get down on the floor with young children, play games together, go to the park, canoe, bike, shop, blow 
bubbles, fly kites and have fun.  Laugh a lot. Enjoy each other. 

Participate in Church and School Activities Together  - These two important places can offer quality family together-
ness activities.  Choose and prioritize wisely to glorify the Lord and to fit your family's needs. 

Celebrate Together  - Spend holidays, birthdays, special events and vacations together when possible.  Adjust schedules 
to gather family members together for special occasions and for those in between.  Create memories together.  It is well 
worth the effort. 

* **********************************  

Teacher Position -  The Board of Education is accepting applications for the position of teacher in grades 5/6 for this 
coming school year. This will be for a one year contract for 2009-2010.  Individuals interested should submit a letter of 
application and a resume' indicating educational background and experience to Mr. Igor Skrastins, Principal of St. Martin's 
Lutheran School, 253 Liberty St., Winona, MN  55987. 

*************************************  

Impor tant Dates to Remember 
January 31 Mustang Classic Basketball Tournament 
February 13 Progress reports sent home 
February 16 NO SCHOOL - Presidents Day 
February 19 Teacher requested conferences 3:00 - 7:00 PM 
February 20 School Musical Gr. 1-8 7:00 PM 
March 1-8 National Lutheran Schools Week    



Car ing About People— 
Shar ing About Chr ist 
February 2009 

Bits and Pieces… 

There’s still time to enroll in one of the following classes: 
 More Than Money Matters— 

Facilitator:  Mr. Ken Bittner 
Are you looking for basic money management tools to 
help you budget, reduce debt, and find money to save?   

or ,
 Value—Packed Parenting— 

Facilitators:  William and Karin Schatte 
Helpful tools to raise rock-solid kids in a pleasure-
driven world. This class is for parents with kids of all 
ages.   

 Both classes have two sessions remaining—Wednesday, 
February 3rd and 11th from 6:30-7:45 pm, on the second 
floor of St. Martin’s School.  Child-care is provided in the 
pre-kindergarten room on the first floor of St. Martin’s 
School.

Thirty children were brought into God Family through 
Holy Baptism in 2008!  This is an increase of 14 from 
2007.  To God Be The Glory!  On January 10-11 we cele-
brated with these families in our worship services by 
blessing these children and presenting them with a Baptis-
mal Candle to remember the day they were baptized.  God 
has blessed St. Martin’s with an incredible opportunity to 
reach out and touch these families with His genuine love.  
Go for it.  Their pictures are always posted on the bulletin 
board in the lower church hallway.  Side Note:  For 92% 
of the churches in America today, 30 families or less are 
all they have for their total membership. 

Three and four year olds your Prayer Milestone is coming 
very soon.  On Palm Sunday weekend—April 4-5th, you 
will share two prayers with the congregation during the 
worship services.  Parents look for a letter very soon. 

We hope if you view our worship services over Char ter  
or  HBC Cable that the sound and picture are both now 
functioning at a higher quality.  We have now shifted our 
recording of the service from VHS to digital recording.  
Let the church office know if you are experiencing diffi-
culties. 

Every Member Visits:  Feb. 9 and 16   6:30-8:00 pm 
Bob’s office. 

“ Therefore, since we have such a hope,  
 we are very bold.”   2 Cor inthians 3:12 

Bob Cloeter 
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De a r  M . D.  
In this article, congregation members pose questions to 
M.D. (our Music Director, not medical doctor) who 
thus responds with whatever words of wisdom the Lord 
chooses to give him. 

Dear  M. D. ,  How will t he or gan pr oj ect  en-
hance our  wor ship?

MD:  You may not be aware, but one of the inherent prob-
lems with our organ is that it is under-pitched. When the 
organ was built in 1916, there was still some debate on 
the standard for musical instrument tuning. With some 
exceptions, most of the music world has now agreed on 
A440. That means that the A played above middle C 
will sound at 440 Hz. Instruments are now constructed 
with this standard in mind. So, our handbells, pianos, 
woodwind, brass, stringed, and percussion instruments  
(and even the chimes on the organ itself, since they 
were added later) have all been built according to this 
current standard. Our organ, on the other hand, is tuned 
to A436. This causes all sorts of intonation issues with 
all of the instruments mentioned above. 

 Since one of the aspects of this project is to raise the 
pitch of the organ to A440, 
it will enhance our worship 
by allowing our instruments 
to play more in tune with 
the organ and thus provide 
a more pleasing sound in leading congregational song. 

 Another element of the project that will enhance our 
worship experiences is the revoicing of old pipes and 
the addition of new pipes. When a pipe is revoiced, it is 
cut and/or reshaped to adjust the tone quality of the 
pipe. Many of the pipe sounds of our current organ 
were created with a tonal concept from the early 1900’s 
that placed a priority on orchestral sounds rather than 
on the support of congregational singing. These pipes 
will be reworked to give better support to our song. 

 The new pipes will add something special that we’ve  
never heard in our worship before. Most notable are the 
additional stops: a new trumpet, trombone, mixture, and 
a mutation. Next month we’ll talk about what each of 
these stops mean and what they will add to what is cur-
rently heard in our instrument. 

 Stay tuned… get it? Oh, never mind... 

If you have a question you would like addressed,        
please feel free to ask our Music Director personally,      
call him at church (452-6928, ext. 104), or send an email 
(phil.klemp@stmartinswinona.org). 



LADIES  
GROUPS 

The next meeting of St. Martin’s LADIES AID is 
Wednesday, February 4, 2 pm in the church fellowship 
hall.  All women are welcome. 

Phoebe Circle invites the women of St. Martin’s to 
meet with us on Tuesday, February 10, 2009 at 7:00 pm 
at the home of Kathy Skrastins, 1153 W. Howard (10th)
( 453-0111 or kathy.skrastins@stmartinswinona.org).  
We will share in a Bible study and Christian fellowship 
time and also collect an offering for our new mission 
project goal: providing tuition for five students at the 
Lutheran school in Banda Aceh, Indonesia.  All women 
of St. Martin’s are encouraged to join us.  We hope to 
see you on February 10th!

L UTHERAN WOMEN’ S M I SSI ONARY 
LEAGUE (LWML) / Women in Mission’s 
(WIM) will meet on Monday, February 16, at 7:00 pm in 
the fellowship hall of the church.  Cindy Thompson is 
hostess and Marge Steber will lead the Bible Study.  ALL 
WOMEN ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.  Mites will be 
collected and an offering received.  A “Spring”  Ladies 
Gathering is being planned for April.   

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY meets once a month 
for a devotion or Bible Study and to continue working on 
the shawls and lap robes for shut-ins.  The next meeting is 
will be February 19, 2009, at 7:00 pm in the fellowship 
hall. 

The next meeting of St. Martin’s WOMEN’S GUILD 
will be Saturday, April 4, at 9:30 am.  Circle Sarah 
members are hostesses for the meeting. 

LWML SPRING RALLY of the Winona Zone is Sat-
urday, April 25.  Watch for more information. 

You are welcome to attend any of the ladies group meet-
ings and activities.  For more information or if you would 
like to be part of one of the ladies organizations at St. Mar-
tin’s for the
 Altar Guild contact Marjorie Steber (452-3419)  
 Ladies Aid contact Irene Doblar (454-2794) 
 Women In Mission (LWML) contact the church office 

(452-6928, ext. 100) or any WIM member 
 Women’s Guild & Circles contact Margaret Hohenstein 

(454-7387).  

All women are invited to participate  
in the ladies groups activities.

CHURCH REC NEWS 

Winter Swim Party:  A Swim Party has been scheduled 
for Sunday, February 15th, from 4-8 p.m. at the Quality 
Inn.  Cost is $2 per person.  Come enjoy some good ex-
ercise and swim those winter blues away! 

Table Games:  Anyone for a good round of 
“Catch Phrase”?  After playing some great 
games at the Leadership Social, we thought 
it would be fun to have an afternoon playing 
games and enjoying some good fellowship.  Bring your 
favorite game (or deck of cards), family or friends, and a 
snack to share.  The date is Sunday, March 1st, starting 
at 1:00 p.m. in the church fellowship hall. See you there! 

Bowling Party:  We will be having a Bowling Party on 
Saturday, March 14th, from 7-9 p.m. at the Winona Bowl.  
Cost is $5 per person and includes 2 hours of bowling 
and shoe rental. Please let me know in advance if you 
are interested so we can reserve the correct number of 
lanes.    

If you have activity suggestions, any questions or to sign 
up for an activity, please telephone Annamary Seltz, 454-
3576 or 452-6928, ext. 127.   

ST. MARTIN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 5 WINONA, MINNESOTA 

Lutheran Student Fellowship (LSF) is lo-
cated very close to the WSU campus (303 Wi-
nona Street – Broadway at Winona).  All col-
lege students are welcome to drop by the house 

to visit, study, play, work out, or just “hang out”  for Chris-
tian fellowship.  Ruth’s office hours are 5:30-7 P.M. on 
Thursdays, but “The House”  is open to students from 10-
10 daily.  Ring the bell if the door is locked. 

Need a ride to St. Martin’s for worship services or other 
activities?  Call the LSF House at 454-5431, or e-mail Ruth 
at badciong@hbci.com, and we’ ll help you to work out a 
carpool. 

LSF meets every Thursday at 6:00 P.M. during the WSU 
Fall and Spring semesters.  Please join us at the LSF House 
for Bible study and Christian fel lowship.   
All students are welcome, so please bring your friends! 

February Calendar**
�x��Thursday Night Bible Study (book of Luke) –  Febru-

ary 5, 12, and 19 at 6:00 P.M.  (Come grow in God’s 
Word with us!  We meet for about one hour.  Can’ t make 
it every Thursday?  No problem!  Come when you can.  
All students are welcome!) 

�x��January Social – Thursday, February 26th, at 6:00 P.M.  
We’ ll see you at the LSF House for food and fellowship.  
Bring your friends! 

LSF is on the Web!  Check us out at www.lsfwinona.org.
**  All activities are free to students and are held  

at 303 Winona unless otherwise noted. 
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08-09 St. Mar tin’s Mustang  
Basketball GAME Schedule 

You are invited to attend St. Martin’s 
basketball games.  The schedule for 
February/March is as follows: 

Date  Opponent Place
  Time--Team Note

Tue. 2-3 St. John’s Lewiston Lewiston 
  4:00--A-Boys; 5:00--A-Girls 

Fri.  2-6 Conf. Tourn. Plainview 
   TBA--A-Boys & Girls  

Sat.  2-7 Conf. Tourn. RCLS 
   TBA--A-Boys & Girls  

Fri.  2-13 RCLS Invite RCLS 
   TBA--A-Girls & Boys 

Sat  2-14 RCLS Invite RCLS 
   TBA--A-Girls & Boys 

Sun. 2-15 RCLS Invite RCLS 
   TBA--A-Girls & Boys Only if we win on Friday

Wed.  2-18 Parent/Guardians ST. MARTIN’S 
   5:30-7:00--B-Girls; B-Boys; A-Girls; A-Boys 

Fri.  2-27 State Tournament Concordia St. Paul, MN
   TBA--A-Girls & Boys Only if we are invited

Sat  2-28 State Tournament Concordia St. Paul, MN
   TBA--A-Girls & Boys 

Sun. 3-1 State Tournament Concordia St. Paul, MN
   TBA--A-Girls & Boys 

Thu. 3-26 National Tournament Valparaiso, Indiana 
  TBA--A-Girls & Boys  Only if we qualify at State 

Fri. 3-27 National Tournament Valparaiso, Indiana 
  TBA--A-Girls & Boys  

Sat 3-28 National Tournament Valparaiso, Indiana 
  TBA--A-Girls & Boys 

Sun. 3-29 National Tournament Valparaiso, Indiana 
  TBA--A-Girls & Boys  

*  Conference games 

Vacation Bible School is only five months away!  Mark 
your calendars for the week of July 13-17, 2009.  Children 
who will be four (4) by September 1, 2009 through those 
who will start Grade 7 in Fall are invited to attend VBS 
from 8:45-11:30 A.M. each day.  Watch the Messenger, 
bulletin, and News and Notes for more information about 
this year’s theme as well as the many ways older youth, 
adults and seniors can volunteer to help! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS 
February 2009 

“ He replied, blessed are they that hear the Word 
of God and keep it.”   Luke 11:28. 

1. O Lord, show me my sins. 
2. O Lord, cleanse me. 
3. O Lord, use me. 
4. Pray for moral and spiritual 

awakening in the world. 
5. Let each of us reach out and en-

courage our fellow members to 
be regular in worship. 

6. Help the hungry find food and 
shelter in this winter weather. 

7. Give wisdom to our church and Synod leaders. 
8. Praise the Lord for all His blessings. 
9. May those whose marriages are in trouble turn to the 

Lord.
10. May the Confirmands grow in faith and understand-

ing. 
11. May the victims of crime receive help. 
12. Pray for the return of peace in this world. 
13. Lead our elected officials to see that abortion is a sin. 
14. May we show love to all God’s children. 
15. Great is our Lord and we should praise Him always. 
16. Strengthen the faith of those who are ill. 
17. May we forgive others and Christ forgives us. 
18. Give our missionaries patience and wisdom. 
19. Give thanks to God for the gifts he daily gives us—

food, clothing and shelter.   
20. May our Sunday School and Day School students 

grow in the love of Jesus. 
21. May we always be ready for the return of our Lord. 
22. Thank God for giving us eternal life if we believe in 

Him.   
23. May husbands and wives remain faithful to each 

other. 
24. Pray our economy will get better so people can get 

jobs.
25. May we remember our Lord’s suffering for us this 

Ash Wednesday. 
26. Pray our nation can make headway in its war on 

drugs. 
27. Help all people to resist temptations. 
28. Thank God for always having Him to turn to for help. 
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Upcoming Youth Activities 

Senior Youth 
February 15th—(instead of Feb. 11th) Godfather's Pizza and Sledding from 12:30-4pm.  It will only cost you $2 
February 25th—Junior/Senior Lent Dinner 
March 11th—Game Night 
March 26th/27th—Junior/Senior Lock-in 
March 29th—Youth Sunday 
April 3rd/4th—Senior Youth Gathering in St. Paul ("Got Attitude") dates are tentative 

Junior Youth 
January 21st— Gladiator Dodgeball 
February 14th—Valentine's Junior Youth Dance $2 entrance fee, 7pm-10pm 
February 18th—Wacky relays 
February 25th—Junior/Senior Lent Dinner 
March 18th—activity TBD 
March 26th/27th—Junior/Senior Lock-in 
March 29th—Youth Sunday 
April 24th/25th—Junior Youth Gathering in St. Paul 

If you have any questions about youth activities, contact Brenda Hoepner at 689-2918, or William Schatte at 
474-0289, or Sandy Herron at 457-0379.  Thanks and hope to see you at all of these events.    


