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Then the Spirit led Jesusin to the
wilderness to be tempted by the Devil.
He did not eat anything for 40 days and
40 nights. . ."

-- Matthew 4:1-2a

Immediately after Jesus was baptized,
the Spirit of God had descended upon Him in
the form of a Dove and the Father had pro-
claimed Him to be His only Son, we find Je-
sus being led by God's Spirit into the wilder-
ness to be tempted. Jesus begins His public
ministry of preaching and healing, by spend-
ing some 40 days and 40 nights in prayer and
fasting—He set aside atime for preparation.

Lent is a time of preparation for Christians,
also. Wetoo need to set aside at time evaluate
our lives, to renew our commitment to living
our faith. No, we are not just now beginning
our new lifein Christ. No, we are not simply
beating our breasts or reciting the history of
the passion. We are setting aside time for re-
newal.

Lent has to do with repentance and renewal.
It isatime when God's Spirit forces usto face
who we are and what we have done, when
God’'s Word breaks into our hearts with the
message that we aren’t meant to live as slaves
of evil. Further, the message of repentance
includes the cleansing power of the cross,
which turns us around to face who we are in
Jesus Christ and to see who and What we can
become by His grace, power and indwelling.
As we gather around God's Word as we set
aside time we are assured of God's grace, His
forgiveness and His help. God renews us
through the forgiveness of Christ and the
power of His Holy Spirit.

It is not by mistake that the season of Lent has
been set by the Church, Ash Wednesday
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through Palm Sunday, to run 40 days. As Je-
sus prepared for the task of saving us through
His ministry, suffering, death and resurrection
with 40 days in the wilderness, we, too, are
encouraged at Lent to set aside 40 days to pre-
pare, to focus ourselves work of Christ for our
salvation, to be renewed by God's grace to live
as His witnesses.

Our 40 days of preparation are days in which
we, too, should restructure our daily lives to
focus on prayer and worship. The focus of the
Lenten season is one of repentance and re-
newal. We gather together to hear again the
mercies and promises of God. We gather to-
gether to recount the cause of the suffering and
death of our Lord. We gather together to be
renewed and re-dedicate ourselves to serving
this God who loves us with so great a love that
He gave His own life on the cross for our sins.

Thisyear St. Martin’s will be once again offer-
ing specia midweek services to help us pre-
pare anew for the celebration of the events of
Holy Week and Easter. Our theme will be
“Lent: A Timefor Renewa”.

As we prepare, as we journey through the 40
days of the Lenten season, let us remember the
cal of the writer of Hebrews when he said,
"Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and
Perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set be-
fore Him, endured the cross, scorning its
shame.”

-- Pastor Moore



The Church in Troubled Times

With the economy being what it is, with stock
market crashes; 470,000 jobs lost in one month; Wall
Street bail outs; the Government stimulus program;
the World in turmoil . . . What should we do? Should
we worry or fear?

Did you know that more congregations and
schools were built in troubled times, (WWI, WWII,
and the Great Depression) than all the other years
put together back to 1875? Did you know that Thou-
sands of churches and schools were built by Immi-
grants, many of whom lived a hand-to-mouth exis-
tence, but they trusted in God.

Think about the passages below and then ask
yourself: “What should we do? Should we worry or
fear?”

earth give way and the mountains fall into
the heart of the sea.” -- Psalm 46:1-2

“Be strong and take heart, all you who
hope in the Lord.” -- Psalm 31:24

“For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God.” Ephe-
sians 2:8

“I will instruct you and teach you in the
way you should go; I will counsel you and
watch over you.” -- Psalm 32:8

“Do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which tran-

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and lean not on your own understanding,
in all your ways, acknowledge Him and He
will make your paths straight.” — Proverbs
3:5-6

“The salvation of the righteous comes
from the Lord; He is their stronghold in
times of trouble.” -- Psalm 37:39

“Then no harm will befall you, no dis-
aster will come near your home, for He will
command His angels concerning you to
guard you in all yours ways.” Psalm
91:10-11

“The Lord is good, a refuge in times of
trouble. He cares for those who trust in
him.” —Nahum 1:7

“Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell
in the land and enjoy safe pasture; delight
yourself in the Lord and He will give you
the desires of your hear. Commit you way
to the Lord; trust in Him and He will do
this.” — Psalm 37:3-6

“Now faith is being sure of what we
hope for and certain of what we do not
see.” -- Hebrews 11:1

“God is our refuge and strength, an
ever present help in times of trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the
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scends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”. —
Philippians 4:6-8

God’s Word reminds us that in the midst of the
chaos and uncertainty...we have certainty we have
God's promises. We have God's love. We have
God’s grace. We have God’'s promise to hear our
prayer and grant us peace. We need not fear. We
need only to put our trust in God and His Word.

THE SEDER SUPPERS

Monday, April 6,6 P.M.
Tuesday, April 7,6 P.M.
Wednesday, April 8,6 P.M.

The Seder Supper is a modified version of
the Passover Meal at which Jesus ingtituted
the Lord's Supper. The symbolism and understanding of the
Passover helps us as Christians to better understand the
meaning of Christ's own Supper.

The service includes the sharing of a fellowship meal.
Therefore, you will not need to have dinner before attend-
ing. It aso involves the ceremonia eating of symbolic
foods. Those attending are asked to bring a small wine
glass and their own wine or grape juice. Again this year
because of limited space reservations for this service are
required. Babysitting will be provided for those signing up
for it.

A reservation sheet has been placed at the Welcome Center.
Please sign up if you plan on attending. Asin past years, if
you sign up and then for some unforseen reason you cannot
make it, please call and let us know. We then can offer that
place to someone else.
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PRAYER SUGGESTIONS
FOR MARCH 2009

“ Jesus said, ‘ Father forgive them
for they do not know what they
aredoing.” Luke23:34.

May God bless us al with spiritual growth during this
L enten season.

Help al parentsto bring up their children in the Chris-
tian faith.

May prisoners have a positive change in their lives.
Father forgive me for | am asinner.

May God help this country to weather this economic
disaster.

Bless the missionary work in foreign lands and in our
country.

Strengthen the faith of those who areiill.

May we remember Jesus suffering and death for us.
Thank God for the Lord' s Supper where Christ for-
gives ustime after time after time.

May people realize that an unborn child is God' s crea-
tion so not to kill it.

Be with the homeless and hungry people to find shel-
ter and food.

May Hope Lutheran High School continueto grow in
numbers and financial support.

May God bless our broadcasts of the Sunday services.
Praise God for the small joys of each day.

Help us understand the great sacrifice Jesus made for
us.

Bless and strengthen all marriages.

May Congress work for the good of the entire nation.
Help those who are divorced to forgive each other.

Guide and guard our youth at this stressful time of life.

May more people be willing to praisethe Lord in
Choir and other musical groups.

Bless our Pastor and Teachers as they do the Lord’s
work.

Praise God for sending Jesus to help and die for us.
Pray again for our country’s economy to get better.
Pray we find agood Principal for St. Martin’s School
and a 5th and 6th grade teacher.

Help al those people who have lost their homes and
jobs.

Pray for those who have hurt you.

Pray for those who are without jobs and help them.
Praise God for hisis aways with us.

Praise God for all hislove and care.

Pray for agood end to the Iragi war.

Pray for patience and wisdom as we rear our children

ST. MARTIN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

National Lutheran Schools \Week

National Lutheran Schools Week isMarch 1-8. Ac-
tivitiesinclude:

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Primary Choir (gr. 1-4) singsat 10:30 AM
service.

Mustang Spirit Day — Thisisthe day to
show your school spirit by dressing in Mus-
tang gear! Today the MN Zoomobile will
be visiting and bring a number of animals
for an al-school assembly at noon.

Pajama Day/Favorite Stuffed Animal Day
- Students and staff can forget about getting
dressed up for the day...just wear your PJ s
and bring your stuffed toy with you today.
In the PM we will al meet in the gym and
enjoy afun movie on the BIG SCREEN.

Dress Up Day/Donut Day/Donate Day/
VI P Day — Students and staff are invited to
dress up today...after all it IS chapel day.
All are asked to bring a canned or box food
item for the Food Shelf, aswell. VIP Day -
Special family and friends are invited to
visit the classrooms in the mor ning only.
Let the teachers know if VIPs are coming.

Rainbow Day - Everyone will dresswith a
particular color in mind for each class. The
effect should be quite a color show through-
out the school.

Summer Day - Wear your shortsand T-
shirts and sunglassestoday...imagineit's
summertime (sorry, no bare feet or flip-
flops, shoes and socks must be worn). Inthe
AM K-8 will go to Winona Bowl.

All week studentswill be collecting pennies
in our third annual Penny War to help sup-
port mission effortsin Kazakhstan.

Scholastic Book Fair all week in the gym.

The Concordia
University, St
Paul, volleyball
team won the DII
National Cham-
pionship for the
second year in a
row! Congratula-
tiong!

Concordia University isan LCMS educational institution.
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MEMBERSHIP ACTIMITY

January 15, 2008 through February 15, 2009

BAPTISMS:

2/ 8—Breanna Rose McEImury, born January 5, 2009.
daughter of Justin and Katylee (nee Foster) McElmury

2/ 15—bylan Junior Bendickson, born August 23, 2007, son
of Roger Bendickson, Jr. and Nicole White

2/15—Blake Lawrence Bendickson, born September 9,
2006, son of Roger Bendickson, J. and Nicole White

2/ 15—3Jonathon Patrick Klungtvedt, born August 16, 2005,
son of Roger Bendickson, Jr. and Crystal Stanek .

2/ 15—Rebecca Lynn Bendickson, born August 29, 2002,
daughter of Roger and Amber (nee Hatfield) Bendick-
son, Jr.

2/ 15—Bryce Everrette White, born July 12, 2000, son of
Samuel Armbrecht and Nicole White

Adult Baptism—2/ 15-Nicole Hlen White

NEW MEMBERS:

Adult Confirmation—2/ 8—Shelly Jonsgaard
Judy Dickson

Profession of Faith—2/ 15—Norbert Bunke

JOINED THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT:
1/17—Hvira “Mi” Tushner

CHURCH REC NEWS

Table Games: Anyone for a good round of “Catch
Phrase”? After playing some great games at the Leader-
ship Social, we thought it would be fun to

have an afternoon playing games and enjoy- rT/Q .
ing some good fellowship. Bring your favorite %@\
game (or deck of cards), family or friends, Kﬁ

and a shack to share. See you Sunday,
March 1, starting at 1 pm in the church fellowship hall.

Swim Party: The swim party which was cancelled in Feb-
ruary is rescheduled for Saturday, March 7, from 4-8 pm.

Bowling Party: We will be having a Bowling Party
on Saturday, March 14, from 7-9 pm at the Winona
Bowl. Cost is $5 per person and includes 2 hours of
bowling and shoe rental. Please let me know in ad-
vance if you are interested so we can reserve the
correct number of lanes.

If you have activity suggestions, any questions or to sign
up for an activity, please telephone Annamary Seltz, 454-
3576 or 452-6928, ext. 127.

Don't Missthe M eal on 25th

This Lenten supper on 25th is sure to please
Come one & all. Families, students & retirees'.
The food will meet "your taste test",

Support our missionaries. You will be blessed.
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Caring About People—
Sharing About Christ

The Good News Players Drama Troupe from Concor -
dia University/St. Paul, Mn. isusing their spring break
to share Christ Jesus with many people. They are coming
to grace our worship services and lead the adult educa-
tion hour on Saturday, February 28—Sunday, March 1.
The Good News Players are university students who
make the Gospel message of the Scriptures come alive
through drama. Led by Dr. Jeff Burkart, this team of 10
students will compliment our three worship services and
Sunday morning adult education hour through these pres-
entations. Invite someone and come.

The Every Member Visits over this past year will soon
come to an end. Approximately 50 visits are still yet to
be made. From the pastoral and support staff of St. Mar-
tin's, a big thank you to all our members for allowing
someone to share and encourage you in your faith walk in
Chrigt Jesus; aso, a huge thank you to those who made
calls over this past year. Much was gained from listening
and sharing. God has and will continue to bless St. Mar-
tin’ s through this process as we al wak together in more
unison Joyfully Sharing God's Gifts.

Our two Family Ministry Mini-Classes
More Than Money Matters - 8 participants
Value-Packed Parenting - 7 participants

were a great success! Both classes finished their fourth-
week session on Wednesday, February 11. A huge word
of thanks goes to William and Karin Schatte and Ken
Bittner for leading; aso, Bette Cichoski for organizing
the refreshments; Christine Klug for providing child-care.
Next year look for many more opportunities to learn in
these four weeks from the middle of January-February.
Do you have a skill you could teach someone? Knit-
ting, crocheting, art drawing or painting, decorating,
simple auto mechanics, computer use 101, etc. If you
do and would like to share it with a few folks, let me
know. What a help we could be with our fellow brothers
and sistersin Christ.

Prayer Gatherings are always on the last Monday of the
month from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the front of the church.
Everyone is invited and no one is required to pray out
loud. You are desperately needed as we corporately
come together to pray on behalf of the church’s needs.

“Therefore, since we have such a hope, we arevery
bold.” 2 Corinthians 3: 12

Bob Cloeter
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Lutheran Student Fellowship (LSF) is

located very close to the WSU campus

(303 Winona Street — Broadway at Wi-

nona). All college students are welcome

to drop by the house to visit, study,

play, work out, or just “hang out” for
Chrigtian fellowship. Ruth’s office hours are 5:30-7 P.M.
on Thursdays, but “The House” is open to students from
10-10 daily. Ring the bell if the door is locked.

Need aride to St. Martin’s for worship services or other
activities? Call the LSF House at 454-5431, or e-mail
Ruth at badciong@hbci.com, and we'll help you to work
out acarpool.

L SF meets every Thursday at 6:00 P.M. during the WSU
Fall and Spring semesters. Please join us a the LSF
House for Bible study and Chrigtian fellowship. All stu-
dents are welcome, so please bring your friends!

March Calendar**:

x Thursday Night Bible Study (book of Luke) —
March 12th and 19th at 6:00 P.M. (Come grow in
God's Word with usl We meet for about one hour.
Can't make it every Thursday? No problem! Come
when you can. All students are welcome!)

x Lenten Dinner — Come help us serve the Lenten
dinner at St. Martin’s following the 5:30 P.M. wor-
ship service on Wednesday, March 18"

x March Social- Thursday, March 26th, at 6:00 P.M.
WEe'll see you at the LSF House for food and fellow-
ship. Bring your friends!

*** | SFisontheWeb! Check usout at
www.lsfwinona.org. ***
** All activities are free to students and are held
at 303 Winona unless otherwise noted.

VAGATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Hey, Kids! Get ready to visit Gadget’s Garage this
summer and learn how Jesus makes all things new!
Vacation Bible School is coming to St. Martin's
July 13-17 from 8:45-11:30 A.M. each morning.
All children (Age 4 through those completing
Grade 6) are welcome, so don’'t forget to invite and
bring your friends! Older children, teens, and
adults are aso encouraged to participate as small
group leaders and helpers, preschool teachers and
helpers, child care team, storytelling crew, snack
crew, games crew, technical director and registra-
tion team members. Call or email Ruth Badciong
at 454-4418 or badciong@hbci.com if you have
questions or would love to help.

DIRECT SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES
FOR MARCH/ APRIL

TARPS TO HELP COVER CHURCH ROOFS IN ETHIOPIA.
Preaching stations just starting out build wood and thatch struc-
tures. When the church is stronger, they can usually build
churches from mud block. Good rodfing is more difficult to put on.
Since mission work began, the mission has provided tarps for
preaching stations and metal roofs for churches. Permanent build-
ings with metal roofs tell the community that the church is in Ethio-
pia to stay. You can support Christians in Ethiopia by providing a
roof or tarp for their church! For $65.00 you can provide one tarp.

ELECTRICITY FOR CAMBODIAN LUTHERAN SCHOOL. The
newly started schooal at the Lutheran church in Cambodia is a won-
derful place to bring children hungry to learn. Along with their other
studies, the teachers are able to use the Bible as a learning tool
and thereby bring the saving message of their Lord and Savior.
The schoal is used not only for teaching, but other youth use it to
study and learn. Electric lights make the school a great place to
gather and as they are exposed to Christianity, they learn of the
saving grace God has given to them through his Son, Jesus. For
just $20.00 you can provide €electricity to the classrooms for one
week.

COINS FOR CHRIST — March and April

Coins for Christ contributions for March and April will be
used to support the “Feed My Starving Children” organization.

Did you know that every day 18,000 children die from starva
tion or starvation related causes. Founded in 1987, Feed My
Starving Children is a non-profit Christian organization with a
mission statement of “Feeding God's Starving Children hun-
gry in body and spirit.” Our donations will be used to pur-
chase ingredients to make meals designed for severely mal-
nourished children. Meals are hand packed by volunteers,
weighed, sealed and packed and shipped to children around the
world. There are three sites here in Minnesota that this takes
place. Volunteers of any age are appreciated. Sites and pack-
ing schedule are posted on the mission board in the narthex.
The Coinsfor Christ contribution box isin the narthex also.

ST. MARTIN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Unpaid bills through January 2009 total $28,280.

WINONA, MINNESOTA
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LADIES GROUPS

The next meeting of St. Martin's LADIES AID is THURS-
DAY, March 5, 2 pmin the church fellowship hall. (Note the
day change during Lent.) All women are welcome. Contact
Irene Doblar (454-2794) for more information

L

Phoebe Circle invites the women of St. Martin’s to meet
with us on Tuesday, March 10, at 6:30 PM in the church
kitchen and fellowship hall. We will share in a short devo-
tion time, prepare for the Lenten dinner (baked potato bar) on
March 11 and collect an offering for our new mission pro-
ject goal: providing tuition for five students at the Lutheran
school in Banda Aceh, Indonesia. All women of St. Martin's
are encouraged to join us. We hope to see you on March 10!

LUTHERAN WOMEN'S MISSIONARY LEAGUE
(LWML) / Women in Mission’s (WIM) will meet on
Monday, March 16, at 7:00 pm in the fellowship hall of the
church. The hostess for the meeting is Lois Stark and Bobbi
Schlesselman will lead the Bible Study. ALL WOMEN ARE
INVITED TO ATTEND. Mites will be collected and an of-
fering received. For information contact any WIM member.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY meets once amonth for a
devotion or Bible Study and to continue working on the
shawls and lap robes for shut-ins. The next meeting iswill be
March 19, 2009, at 7:00 pm in the fellowship hall.

The next meeting of St. Martin sWOMEN’'S GUILD will
be Saturday, April 4, at 9:30 am. Circle Sarah members are
hostesses for the meeting. For more information Women's
Guild or Circles contact Margaret Hohenstein (454-7387).

LWML SPRING RALLY of the Winona Zone is Saturday,
April 25. Watch for more information.

PRISCILLA CIRCLE is looking for women who like to
knit, crochet, sew, and/or cut out fabric for baby items. Con-
tact Marjorie Steber (452-3419) for details.

QUILT MAKING resumed February 16. Contact Orma
Hadley (454-2425) for more information.

For more information about St. Martin’s Altar Guild con-
tact Marjorie Steber (452-3419).

- The “SPRING FLING” event of Women
’/ - In Mission is set for Saturday, April 18,
'\ from 1:30-3 pm. Can you guess
who/what this year’s entertainment is?

If you would like to host a table of
eight ladies; or, if you would like to be a guest at
one of the tables, a sign-up sheet is located on the
narthex bulletin board and outside the church office.
The hostess provides a dessert, tablecloth (opt.),
plates, silverware, napkins and a centerpiece with a
spring theme. Beverages will be provided.

Dear M .D.

In this article, congregation members pose questions to
M.D. (our Music Director, not medica doctor) who
thus responds with whatever words of wisdom the Lord
chooses to give him.

Dear M.D., How will the organ project en-
hance our worship?

MD: We made our 5th payment to the organ project this
month for $40,000. This money was used to make the
new pipes that will be appearing in our organ. In fact we
have received word that all the new pipes have now
been made!!! Different types of metals were purchased
and then poured into molds for each pipe. The larger
the pipe, the more expensive it is—and we are adding
some fairly large pipes. But the larger pipes are also
lower in pitch and help give the good foundation needed
to support congregational singing. Additionally, we are
adding reed pipes that are more complicated to build,
but provide the most dynamic elements in an organ.

As mentioned last month, some of the new reed pipes
include a new trumpet stop and a trombone stop. The
trombone stop—a larger reed—will provide some seri-
ous oomph (that is a real word) to the lower pitches. It's
kind of like adding a huge subwoafer to your home or
car stereo!

We will also have a new set of pipes called a mixture.
Cur mixture will be a three-rank mixture meaning that it
will simultaneously use three different sets of pipes to
create a brilliant splash of sound. Mixtures play the
pitch that is pressed on the keyboard of the console, but
also play other pitches at key points in the overtone
series along with the original pitch.

The new mutation stop that will be added uses an ap-
proach similar to the mixture. Again, the original pitch is
played, but in this case, only one other note in the har-
monic series is added to create a very unique sound.

More about the project next month.!

If you have a question you would like addressed,
please feel free to ask our Music Director personally,
call him at church (452-6928, ext. 104), or send an email
(phil .klemp@stmartinswinona.org).

MESSENGER
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Mid-Week Lenten Services

St. Martin’ s will again be offering opportunities to join in worship as we prepare for the celebration of our Lord’s passion,
death and resurrection during Holy Week and Easter. Our theme will be “Lent: A Time for Renewal.” You areinvited to
join with your brothers and sisters in setting aside time for renewa and worship during the Wednesdays of Lent at 1:30 or
5:30 pm. Following the 5:30 pm service there will be a Lenten Dinner in the Fellowship Hall. Together we can make this
Lenten Season truly atime for renewal at St. Martin’s.

Lent: A Timefor Renewal

Ash Wednesday — Feb 25 March 18, 2009
“Renewal of Servanthood” “Renewal of Priorities’
(Matthew 20:26) (1 John 2:15-17)
March 4, 2009 March 25, 2009
“Renewal of Obedience” “Renewal of Godly Fear”
(1 Peter 5:6) (Romans 5:15)
March 11, 2009 April 1, 2009
“Renewal of Witness’ “Renewal of Faith”

(Matthew 10:32-33) (Romans 3:24-25)




