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W I N O N A  ·  M I N N E SO T A  
                        Si nce 1856  

“ For it is by grace you have been 
saved through faith–and this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift 
from God–not by works so that 
no one can boast.  For we are 
God’s workmanship created in 
Christ Jesus to do the good 
works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.”  
  – Ephesians 2:8-10 

It is the time for graduations.   All around 
us we see children and young adults cele-
brating the completion of the milestones of 
education.  From the preschool ceremo-
nies to those of the colleges and universi-
ties people are coming together for 
graduations.  The frequently asked ques-
tions are: “What are your plans?” and, 
“What are you going to be when you grow 
up?”  For many  graduates, these ques-
tions cause a look of bewilderment, empti-
ness or confusion to come to their faces.  
The notion that they should know who they 
are and what they should be doing seems 
to be daunting.   

It is a daunting and frightening thing to be 
faced with the rest of your life and contem-
plate your future.  It can be overwhelming 
to be expected to know, or at least have a 
clue about, where your life should turn 
next.  But for those of us who are children 
of God this question has been answered in 
the text quoted above. 

Who are we?  Very simply we are the bap-
tized children of God, those on whom He 

has poured out His grace.  We are they 
who have been given the gift of faith to be-
lieve.  We are those whom God has loved 
enough to send His Son Jesus to die and 
pay the price of our sin.  We are those for 
whom Jesus has fulfilled the entire law of 
God.  We are the “Redeemed of the Lord.”   

And our status as God’s forgiven children 
is not based upon our attempts as right-
eousness.  It is not based on our doing the 
things God would have us to do.  It is not 
based on our service to God or each other.  
It is based on the love that God has shown 
us, His grace.  Paul puts it this way, “This 
is not from yourselves, it is the gift from 
God–not by works so that no one can 
boast.” 

We are even more than that!  In the final 
verse quoted it says, “For we are God’s 
workmanship created in Christ Jesus to do 
the good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.”  But what does this 
mean?  The word “workmanship” is really 
better translated “masterpiece.”  This 
means that the text is not stating that we 
are merely workmen who are to be about 
God’s will.  This text is telling us that we 
are God’s “masterpiece,” made specifically 
by His design to be His “masterpiece.” 

God not only has loved us.  He has not 
only forgiven us.  He has not only died for 
us.  He has not only given us the gift of 
faith.  He has not only poured out His sav-

Continued page 2 
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M ANY

THANKS 

I  wish to thank the congregation f or  the 

recognition on Apr il 26 of  my 35 years of  

service f or  the Lord at St. M artin’s.  I t is a pr ivilege 

and blessing to serve my Lord and my congregation.   

Thank you also to the many members who extended words 

of  congratulations and sent cards. 

    Lois Stark 

M
angeTakk

VieleDanken

“ A Future Hope”  

Hope Lutheran High School announces an opportunity 
to invest in the future of Hope Lutheran High School.  
In response to these economically difficult times, the 
Hope Board of Directors have approved the issuing of 
private bonds within the association.  Only members of 
association churches and the booster club will be eligi-
ble to participate in purchasing these bonds.  The goal is 
to raise $100,000 to meet current cash flow and future 
development needs.  The bonds will have a 3 year ma-
turity paying an annual interest rate of return of 5% sim-
ple interest.  Bonds will be issued beginning May 26.  
With the total interest return paid 30 days from issu-
ance.  If you would like more information or to invest 
contact Board Member Bruce Wachholoz at 507-523-
2774 or Board Vice President Rev. Richard Moore at 
507-452-6928 x 102. 

ing grace upon us.  He has created us to be His mas-
terpiece in Christ Jesus.  That is God has made us 
who we are with all our individual personalities, tal-
ents and abilities to be active in living lives of wit-
ness–“to do the good works, which God has pre-
pared in advance for us to do.” 

So when we are confronted with our futures, or over-
whelmed with the notion that we are somehow inade-
quate we need to remember what God has said and 
done for us.  He has said, “I have made you as my 
masterpiece just exactly the way I want you to be.  
You are unique, different from other people because 
you are a masterpiece not a photocopy.  I  have 
loved you with all that I Am and I have poured out My 
grace upon you.  You are My forgiven Child.  You are 
My Masterpiece.” 

And to the graduates who wonder what they will be, 
they will be exactly what they are right now, what 
each of us are right now.  They will be the baptized, 
loved, forgiven children of God.  They will continue to 
be the masterpiece of God, who regardless of their 
vocation will be about the purpose God has given 
them of using the gifts, talents, abilities, and faith 
God has given them to witness to His love in the 
world.  To do the “good works which God has pre-
pared in advance for us to do.” 

–Pastor Moore 

RETIREMENT RECOGNITION 

Principal Skrastins Retirement Recognition is set for Sun-
day, July 12, in the 10:30 worship service.  Followed by a 
dinner.   

More information to follow — watch the Sunday bulletin 
and July Messenger.

LADIES  
GROUPS 

THE LADIES AID is meeting for lunch on Wednesday, 
June 3.  Members and friends will gather at 11:30 am for 
lunch at China King on West Service Drive.  Please notify 
Irene Doblar (454-2794) on or before Monday, June 1, if 
you will be attending, so the reservation can be made 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY will resume in September.  
Contact Margaret Hohenstein or Myrtle Shira for more info. 

PRISCILLA CIRCLE is looking for women who like to knit, 
crochet, sew, and/or cut out fabric for baby items.  Contact 
Marjorie Steber (452-3419) for details. 

The 2009 LWML CONVENTION “ Look to the Hills...God 
Reigns”  is June 25-28 in Portland, Oregon.  Remember 
those attending in your prayers. 

The Minnesota South District LWML WOMEN’S RE-
TREAT “ Love As We Have Been Loved”  is July 31-
August 1, at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, Minne-
sota.  The registration deadline is July 13, 2009.  Contact 
the church office for a registration form. 

LWML MITES may be dropped off at the church office.   

You are welcome to attend any of the ladies group meet-
ings and activities.  For more information or if you would 
like to be part of one of the ladies organizations at St. Mar-
tin’s for the  
 Altar Guild contact Marjorie Steber (452-3419)  
 Ladies Aid contact Irene Doblar (454-2794) 
 Women In Mission (LWML) contact the church office 

(452-6928, ext. 100) or any WIM member 
 Women’s Guild & Circles contact Margaret Hohenstein 

(454-7387).  
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ST. MARTIN’S 
LUTHERAN

SCHOOL

Important Dates to Remember
May 29   Last Day of School - Dismissal @ 10:30 AM 
May 31   Graduation Kindergarten & 8th Grade  
  8:00 Service 

Registration for 2009-2010 
Registration for students entering grades PS-8 is now open.  
Forms are available from the school office or by calling 452-
6928 ext. 120. Financial Aid forms are available by request 
from the school office; the deadline for financial aid  appli-
cations is June 1.

Fees for  the 2009-2010 school year  for  grades K-8 are as 
follows: 

Registration Fee (Payable at time of registration)
 Gr. K-8    $75/child 
Tuition Kindergarten (half-day mornings M-F)     $800/year 
Tuition Kindergarten (full day M-F)     $1000/year 
Tuition Gr. 1-8 (first child)    $1600/year 
Tuition Gr. 1-8 (second child)       $1350/year 
Tuition Gr. 1-8 (additional children)    $1200/year 
Technology Fee Gr. K-8    $350/family 
Throat Cultures-full year coverage (optional)    $15.00/child 

Tuition fees and Technology fees  
are payable monthly Sept. – June 

Kindergarten/8th Grade Graduation 
May 31 

Graduation for Kindergarten students and 8th graders 
will take place during the 8:00 AM church service on 
May 31.  A short reception will follow the church ser-
vice. This year’s graduates include: 

Kindergarten

Marquetta Basley  David Lee 
Nathaniel Holzworth  Jacob James 
Rebecca Schatte  Morgan Walker 

8th Grade

Vanessa Bronk  Nathan Karnick 
Sadie Doering   Gideon Repinski 
Lindsey Fratzke  Amanda Stadsvold 
Nicholas Herron  Lance Urbick    
Elisebeth Hovland    

Keep Praying -- It Helps! 
 Prayer is one of the wonderful ways in which God 
offers His people to come to Him.  Although He knows 
all of our joys, our pains, and our struggles, He invites 
us to share them with Him in this very intimate way.  
What an awesome thing to have a God who listens to 
us at all times, about all things!  Whatever we need or 
desire, God calls us to bring these things to Him.  
Sometimes when with the children I will ask if they have 
anything they would like to talk to God about in the 
prayers. Sometimes they will want to pray for Grandma 
or a certain teacher or student who is ill, and at other 
times they will thank God for their new Barbie car or the 
carnival they went to last night with their family.  We 
always pray for all these things because as I tell them, 
“God wants us to talk to Him about everything, big or 
little.”  Whatever we are praying for, we have a direct 
connection to the Father through our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  Matthew and Luke both record Christ’s words, 
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 
knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone 
who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who 
knocks, the door will be opened.” (Matthew 7:7-8 and 
Luke 11:9-10) 

 But what happens during those times in which we 
cannot understand God’s work in our lives?  Those 
times where we are seeking, knocking, and asking, but 
feel like there is no answer?  Does it mean that He is 
not listening?  Most assuredly not!  God tells us the 
truth in His Word, He is answering, giving, and opening 
the door. But it may not be the door we expected or 
even desired.   He knows the best door for our lives in 
accordance with His will, which is pure and blameless 
and always seeks the best for us.  

 Okay, but what about the times when it is so hard to 
see God working that we just can’t seem to pray at all?  
There are times in all of our lives in which we feel at a 
loss in what to ask for or seek out. There are no words 
on our lips for in our hearts for what we feel or experi-
ence.  God is there too. He knows our troubles and our 
hurts; after all He has walked this earth and felt the 
same pain and suffering.  He tells us above, “We do not 
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us with groans that words cannot ex-
press.” (Romans 8:26)  How comforting to know that 
even when we feel at a loss of what to pray for, we will 
not lose faith or hope because God comes to us in the 
Spirit with groans for our benefit, in accordance with 
God’s will.  We need not fear those times in which Sa-
tan ties our tongue and tempts our heart with thoughts 
of faithlessness, because where the Spirit resides Sa-
tan cannot live.  

Continued page 4 
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CHURCH RECREATION NEWS 

Roller  Skating Recap:  We had about 30 
people roller skating or roller blading at our 
High Roller Skating Party.  It was a great 
way to get some exercise and have fun on a 
rainy Saturday night! 

Lor ie Line:  Date is June 20th for this con-
cert here at the Winona Middle School in 
Winona.  Again, the cost is $29 plus a 
small handling fee. Those who are inter-
ested, please inform me soon! 

Shakespeare, Anyone?  We are planning on 
going to the preview of Love’s Labour’s Lost 
on Thursday, June 25, at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are 
$15 for this Shakespeare Comedy. 

Lutheran Night:  Yes, we’ re again planning on going to 
Lutheran Night with the Twins – the last one at 
the Dome!  The date is August 26th and the 
Twins will be playing the Baltimore Orioles.  
We have reserved 50 tickets and are hoping to 

get some help from Thrivent for the bus.  Cost is $19 for 
a lower reserved ticket plus the cost of the bus ride.  It’ s 
not too soon to sign up for this event!    

To sign up for an activity, if you have questions about an 
activity or to suggest an activity, contact Annamary Seltz, 
454-3576 or 452-6928, ext. 127.  

Continued from page 3 — KEEP PRAYING

 One church father, Ole Hallesby, once wrote, 
“Listen, my friend!  Your helplessness is your best 
prayer.  It calls from your heart to the heart of God with 
greater effect than all your uttered pleas.  He hears it 
from the very moment that you are seized with helpless-
ness, and He becomes actively engaged at once in 
hearing and answering the prayer of your helpless-
ness.” 

 May God be with you in all your joys and struggles, 
and may you be assured that He is there listening and 
protecting you through all these times on Earth until He 
brings you to live with Him eternally in Heaven. 

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness. We do not know what we ought to 
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
with groans that words can not express. And he 
who searches our hearts knows the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
in accordance with God’s will.”  

                                          -- Romans 8:26-27   

De a r  M . D.  
In this article, congregation members pose questions to 
M.D. (our Music Director, not medical doctor) who 
thus responds with whatever words of wisdom the Lord 
chooses to give him. 

Dear  M. D. ,  The or gan sounds bet t er .  I s t his 
due t o t he wor k being done on it ?

MD:  The work that has been completed on the organ to 
this point has been purely mechanical. However, the 
completed processes have certainly fixed some air 
leaks, and some pipes are sounding that have been 
silent for awhile. Also, the key action is working very 
nicely with the new mechanisms installed. BUT, the 
major difference in the sound of the organ is yet to 
come!

 The schedule for this work is somewhat tentative at this 
point, but will certainly be done sometime this summer. 

We should know a timeframe in the next week or so, 
but it is a fairly complicated scheduling process due to 
the number of people involved in different locations 
across the country. Making the situation even more 
difficult is the fact that Austin Organ is trying to coordi-
nate the work done here with an installation of an organ 
in Bloomington, MN. 

  Nonetheless, when they arrive, there will be no doubt 
that work has commenced. All of our current pipes will 
be removed and sent back to the factory in Hartford, 
Connecticut. That means that we will be without the 
organ for some weeks! Also, new pipes and the struc-
tures for them will be installed. New wiring and lighting 
will also be completed at this time, as will some addi-
tional mechanical work that was not completed this fall. 

 All this means that we will be worshiping with the grand 
piano for a number of weekends, but for how long still 
remains to be seen. Watch for further announcements 
as details are firmed up in the next weeks!

If you have a question you would like addressed,        
please feel free to ask our Music Director personally,      
call him at church (452-6928, ext. 104), or send an email 
(phil.klemp@stmartinswinona.org). 
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MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITY 

April 16, 2009 through May 17, 2009 

BAPTISMS:
4/ 16—Isabella Pearl Alexander, born April 16, 2009, 

daughter of Joseph and Erin Alexander  
4/ 19—Alison Ann Finnerud, born March 31, 2009, daugh-

ter of Shane Finnerud and Rachel Jacobs 
4/ 26—Evan Bradley Jacobs, born March 18, 2009, son of 

Jerrod and Brenda (nee King) Jacobs 
4/ 26—MaKenna Victoria Podjaski, born January 14, 2009, 

daughter of Michael Podjaski and Alicia DeWitte 
5/ 3—Gideon Elliot Repinski, born on September 1, 1994, 

the son of George Repinski and Josphine Dobson 
5/ 16—Levi Dean Mork, born October 22, 2008, son of 

Andrew and Desireé Mork  

YOUTH CONFIRMATION:  (5/ 3/ 09) 
Michelle Rebecca Atkinson 
Holly Mae Bambenek 
Ethan John Edward Beilfuss 
Vanessa Sabre Bronk 
Jasmine Elaine Denzer 
Samantha Jo Denzer 
Sadie Lee Doering 
Colin John Fakler 
Kaleigh Jane Flikki 
Jacob John Fratzke 
Lindsey Kay Fratzke 
Madelaine Clare Hadley 
Nicholas Alan Lacey Herron 
Jesse Duane Jonsgaard 
Katrina Marie Konkel 
Gideon Elliot Repinski 
Lance Richard Urbick 
Samantha Nicole White 

ADULT CONFIRMATIONS:   
4/ 26—Brenda Jacobs 
4/ 26—Taylor King-Burros 

NEW MEMBERS:
4/ 19—Jeff and Judi McElmury 
4/ 19—Justin McElmury 
5/ 9—Mindy Merchlewitz  

REINSTATEMENT:   
4/ 21—Melissa Flom  

WEDDING:
5/ 3—Sonja Shugart and Frank Kunce 
5/ 3—Kelly Paszkiewicz and Jeremy Kruchten 
5/ 16—Melissa Bolstad and Zachary Lynn  

TRANSFERRED TO THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT: 
—

Hey, Kids!  Come to  
GADGET’S GARAGE 
— the coolest place for kids 
of all ages to hang out this 
summer — at St. Martin’s 
V A C A T I O N  B I B L E 

SCHOOL, July 13-17, 2009, from 8:45  to11:30 am 
each day.  All children (age 4 through those entering 
grade 7) are welcome, so don’ t forget to invite and 
bring your friends!   

You’ ll meet Gadget, our teen genius.  Gadget spends 
lots of time tinkering in his work-
shop creating unique inventions out 
of old items that are found around 
the house and you’ ll meet Gadget’s 
latest and best creation, a wacky 
robot named Gizmo.  Together you 
will go on great adventures and en-
counter the wonders of God’s inde-
scribable love in Christ and his eter-
nal Word.  God’s always doing 
great and exciting things! 

There are still many ways you — teens, adults and sen-
iors — can help at GADGET’S GARAGE this sum-
mer as small group leaders and helpers, preschool 
teachers and helpers, child care team, storytelling 
crew, snack crew, games crew, technical director and 
registration team members.  Please call or email the 
church of f i ce at  452-6928, ext. 100, 
(church@stmartinswinona.org) or Ruth at 454-4418 
(badciong@hbci.com) to volunteer or if you have 
questions.  You’ ll be so glad you did!   

P.S.  Additional registration forms are available in the 
church and school offices, at Strawberry Fest, and in 
this Messenger on page 6 or you may register on line 
by going to stmartinswinona.com and clicking on the 
VBS link.  Be sure to pick up (or sign up for) your free 
CD of VBS songs (one per family) when you register.  
Advance registrations appreciated. 

I t ’s all about Jesus!   
Every day  

in every w ay.



Saint Martin’s Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

328 E. Broadway St., Winona, MN  55987-3700 
(507) 452-6928  

fax:  457-0884 / e-mail:  church@stmartinswinona.org 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
REGISTRATION 

Student’s Name: ______________________________
(first)   (last)   

Birthdate: _______/_______/_______ 
          (month)                 (day)                       (year)   

School grade entering in fall of 2009: ____________ 

Allergies or other medical problems: _________________ 

___________________________________________

Parents’  Name(s):________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________ 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

e-mail:  (optional) _______________________________  

___________________________________________

Home Telephone: ________________________   

Cell Phone: _____________________________ 

Work Telephone: ________________________ 

Emergency Name & Telephone: ____________________ 

___________________________________________

Brothers and Sisters (names and ages)  

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Church Membership:______________________________ 

___________________________________________

***********************************************  

TO BE COMPLETED BY TEACHER: 

SUMMER 2009 

CLASS: _______________________________________ 

TEACHER: ____________________________________ 

Here’s the latest information concerning our Here’s the latest information concerning our Here’s the latest information concerning our 
generous response to the Lord goodness.generous response to the Lord goodness.generous response to the Lord goodness.

Unpaid bills through April 2009 total $31,399. 

Attention Business Owners, Professionals 
and Self Employed

Liturgical Publications, Inc. (LPi), our Newsletter pub-
lisher, will have Gary Stock, our parish representative, 
working on our behalf, within the next few weeks to 
service this important publication.  We would like to 
thank our present advertisers for renewing their ad and 
thereby continuing their support of our parish. For those 
interested in placing a new ad, this is your  opportu-
nity.  As an added bonus, LPi has recently formed an 
advertisers buying group of 100,000+ businesses called 
LPi Family.  Advertisers now can save more than the 
cost of an ad in buying group savings.  

To obtain information about advertising for the new 
publication year, please contact the parish office or call 
Gary directly @ 1-800-678-4574 ext: 222 or 952-852-
4049.  Keep in mind; our advertising sponsors make 
your Newsletter possible. Please utilize their services, 
and make certain they are aware you located them 
through your church publication.     
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Coins for Christ

Coins for Christ for May/June will be used to 
help defray the costs of Storytime In Your 
Neighborhood, which will be held in the Belleview East 
Community Room on August 17-20 and August 24-27.  
This year a users fee of $150 is being charged for use 
of the Community Room for the Storytime.  Donations 
may be put in the container in the church narthex.  
Thank you for any help in supporting this ministry.



PRAYER SUGGESTIONS 
JUNE 2009 

“ When you pass thru deep waters I 
will be with you, your troubles will 
not overwhelm you.”   Isaiah 43:2 

1. Bless the graduates of elementary schools, high 
schools, vo-techs and colleges.  

2. Help young people stand up against sexual temptation. 
3. May we always speak good of others. 
4. Pray more people will turn to the Lord for help. 
5. May our national leaders work for the good of our 

country. 
6. Ask God for a stronger faith to meet life’s problems. 
7. May God give us the spirit of the disciples on Pente-

cost.
8. Beautiful Savior, thank you for dying to save us. 
9. May God help married people to keep their marriages 

strong and alive. 
10. Bless the farmers and gardeners with good weather 

and crops. 
11. That our members not forget their church especially in 

summer. 
12. Praise God for one new thing each day. 
13. Thank God for our missionaries as they spread God’s 

Word.
14. Let us honor our National Flag and what it stands for. 
15. May we remember that we serve Christ by helping 

others. 
16. Thank the Lord for always forgiving us when we sin if 

we repent. 
17. Have mercy on the economy and those without jobs. 
18. Give us strength to resist watching sinful TV pro-

grams. 
19. Thank God for giving us a beautiful place to live. 
20. Help us to be able to share our faith in God with oth-

ers.
21. Bless all Christian fathers.  May they lead their fami-

lies well. 
22. Strengthen families and help them remain close to 

God.
23. Pray that peace will come and our Armed Forces can 

come home. 
24. Help us share one another’s burdens. 
25. Thank God for our health.  We don’ t know how won-

derful it is until we lose it. 
26. May all people hold life sacred beginning with the un-

born and ending with the terminally ill. 
27. Pray that our Country will grow spiritually. 
28. Thank God for the gift of summer. 
29. Let us make time for God and worship him in His 

house.
30. Thank God for all whose who volunteer their time for 

our church.      

DIRECT MISSION SUPPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES

 FOR MAY AND JUNE 

CHILD’S CAMBODIAN BIBLE at our Lutheran 
School in Battambang.   

Cambodia is a very poor country that has been rav-
ished by wars and fighting for many years.  Since 
1990, the people who were formally ruled by dictator-
ship have now been opened to more freedom to wor-

ship as they wish.  The country is 
nearly 98% Buddhist and only 1% 
Christian.  English is now able to be 
taught as a foreign language.  In 
most of the country they are able to 

use whatever means they need to teach and the Bi-
ble offers a wonderful way to bring the love of their 
Savior to them.  One Bible can be purchased for $10. 

INDIA SCHOOL MISSION PROJECT.  

Our partner church in India, the In-
dia Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
has a school system of 82 institu-
tions founded by our LCMS mis-
sionaries over 50 years ago. The 
buildings also date from that era, 
made of mud walls and tiled roofs, 
which have fallen into disrepair and 
eaten by termites. The schools are recognized and 
supported by the government, but the government 
has threatened to withdraw its support and recogni-
tion if the buildings are not renewed.  Schools have 
been a major avenue of Christian witness in the com-
munity, as parents want to send their children to a 
Christian school, knowing of the spirituality and sin-
cerity of the Christian teachers.  Through the schools 
the church has also educated its own members and 
equipped them with skills that allow them to contrib-
ute to financial support and congregational leader-
ship in the church body.  

To construct a new room on a school costs $5,000. 
Bricks for the construction cost $500 per pallet.  
There are 185 bricks on a pallet, so each brick costs 
$2.70.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we at St. Martin’s 
could collect enough coins to purchase one pallet of 
bricks? Or maybe even enough to build a room!!!! 

If you are interested in helping with one of 
these projects, Adoption Agreement forms 
are available on the narthex Mission Board 
bulletin board. 

ST. MARTIN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 7 WINONA, MINNESOTA 
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Car ing About People— 
Shar ing About Chr ist 

“ Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
Name of Jesus Chr ist for  the forgiveness of your  sins.  
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spir it.  The 
promise is for you and your  children…And the Lord 
added to their  number  daily those who were being 
saved.”   Acts 2: 38-39a; 47b 

Eternal Life is given from God to each person through their 
baptism.  What a miracle!  God reunites every person to Him-
self who is baptized.  But, a person can lose this baptismal 
grace through lack of faith by rejecting Christ and the grace 
which He won through His death and resurrection.  Therefore, 
at St. Martin’s we are taking each baptism very ser iously 
as we continue to lay the groundwork to equip and disciple 
this NEW soul and their  family in the ways of Chr ist Jesus.  
But to do this we need your help.  Allow me to explain: 

Look how many new souls in the past three years God has 
granted to St. Martin’s through Holy Baptism:  2007 = 17; 
2008 = 31; 2009 = 18 through Apr il!  At this rate we will 
surpass 50 baptisms for 2009!  Imagine, in three years time, 
100 new souls for St. Martin’s; and that’s just through bap-
tisms!  Did you know that currently 90% of all protestant con-
gregations in the U.S. have less than 100 people in their whole 
parish?...and here we’ve added 100 souls just through baptism 
in the past three years!  So, how can you help? 
�x��First, if you aren’ t already, begin praying.  Thank God for 

these souls He’s privileged us to have in our church family.  
Ask Him to help each of us connect these families to re-
sources and to our ministries that will help disciple both par-
ent and child as we assist them through their Faith Mile-
stones.  What we are experiencing at St. Martin’s reminds 
me of the nets that began to break because of the great 
catch of fish when Jesus told Peter to throw their nets over 
the right side of the boat (Luke 5:1-11).  Ask Jesus to help 
us keep the nets from breaking.  It takes all of us together in 
love (one purpose—walking together) to keep even one soul 
from getting away. 

�x��Secondly, the Family Ministry of St. Martin’s is looking for 
three more individuals who will help map out and give di-
rection on our Family Ministry Committee.  This is an excit-
ing opportunity for you to share God’s direction and out-
reach to this critically important ministry.  Talk to me, I’ ll 
share more details. 

Last month, this article shared with you the importance of The 
FaithChest at baptism, the first resource given to the infant 
and family which centers the individual’s journey in their Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ.  Now begins the task of partnering with the 
family and individual.  What an awesome and exciting fu-
ture St. Mar tin’s has in store for  itself; but more impor-
tantly, what an awesome God we have who is extending 
His K ingdom through us.  To Him alone be the Glory!

“ Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold.”   
2 Cor inthians 3: 12. 
              Bob Cloeter   -  bcloeter@hbci.com  452-6928 x 107 

OFFICE NOTES  

Please call or contact the church 
office when . . . 

a member of your family is ADMITTED TO THE HOS-
PITAL—locally or out-of-town—so that visits can be 
made. The hospitals can not notify us without your per-
mission to do so. 

you are HOMEBOUND and wish the pastor to call; 
when you would like homebound COMMUNION; or 
would like to receive an audio tape of the Sunday ser-
vice. 

your church group is planning a MEETING or ACTIVITY, so 
that it can be placed on the CALENDAR. 

PLANNING A WEDDING, which will be held at St. 
Martin’s, contact the church office and pastor to place it 
on the calendar(s) BEFORE making any other commit-
ments or signing contracts. 

a new BABY ARRIVES; and when PLANNING FOR 
BAPTISM.  (Contact Pastor to make an appointment to 
plan for the baptism and to complete the information 
form.)   

When you or a member of your family goes to COL-
LEGE; enters the MILITARY, MARRIES, or ESTAB-
LISHES A HOME.  Please let us know the complete 
ADDRESS.

when you are PLANNING TO MOVE—out-of-town or 
locally, let us know your new address (including the 
new rural street addresses) and date it’s effective; and/or 
when your home PHONE NUMBER changes. 

when you relocate temporarily (WINTER HOME) 
please notify the church office of the winter address and 
telephone number and also the dates they are in effect. 

you are relocating out of the area to request a LETTER 
OF TRANSFER OR RELEASE when you find a new 
church home. 

a NEW FAMILY moves into your neighborhood. 

you feel the church can assist you in any way. 

CHURCH AND SCHOOL OFFICES..................452-6928 
Pastor Moore (home).......................................................................474-0355
Church Fax L ine...............................................................................457-0884 
School Fax L ine..................................................................................452-8992 
Church e-mail address..... church@stmartinswinona.org 
School e-mail address.........school@stmartinswinona.org 
Church web site............................... www.stmartinswinona.com 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

19th Annual 

Strawberry Fest  
Sunday, June 14th   

Sinclair Park 
(Across from St. Martin’s Church)  
Serving 11:00 am–5:00 pm 

½ Chicken Dinner $7.50  ¼ Chicken Dinner $6.50 
Advance tickets at the church or school office.  Tickets available the day of the event also. 

Held rain or shine. 

Proceeds from this event benefit St. Martin’s Lutheran Church & School.

Live Music – Christian Crossings 
Silo Serenaders     church choirs 

Games for the Kids Strawberry Desser ts
Great Fun for Everyone 


