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                        Si nce 1856  

But Jesus immediately said to 
them: “ Take courage!  It is I.  

Don’t be afraid.”  – Matthew 14:27 

 One of the greatest miracles re-
corded in the Bible is the account of Jesus 
walking on the water (Matthew 14:22-32).  
It was dark, the sea of Galilee was turbu-
lent, and the wind was against the little 
boat and Jesus’ disciples as they rowed.  
They were being tossed in their little boat–
terrified by the storm.   

 At the peak of their trouble, Jesus 
came to them walking on the water.  “Take 
courage!  It is I.  Don’t be afraid,” He said.  
In response Peter asked for permission to 
walk on the water to Jesus.  Having been 
told “Come,” Peter jumped out of the boat 
and began to walk to Jesus on the water.  
But then it happened.  Distracted by the 
winds and the waves Peter was filled with 
fear and began to sink.  But the Lord didn’t 
forsake Peter; Jesus just reached out His 
hand, took hold of Peter, and lifted him up 
and saved him. 

 The message is plain.  When Peter 
set his mind on the things around him, 
“The storms of life,” he began to sink.  
When by God’s word and faith Peter 
turned his eyes and mind to Jesus–He 
could do even that which first seemed im-
possible.  Peter learned, that even when 
things seemed as bad as they could be, 
Jesus was there to help, comfort and save 
him. 

 The “storms of life” also surround 
us.  When we by God’s Word and faith turn 
to Jesus we can walk triumphantly and as-
suredly through these storms. We walk 
through them safely because Jesus is with 
us, guiding us and protecting us.  But 
when we focus on the “storms of life,” we 
also will sink.  However, as with Peter, 
even when we’re sinking Jesus is there to 
save us by His grace. 

 God has made us victorious in 
Christ over all things.  St. Paul puts it like 
this, “ No, in all things we are more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor demons, nei-
ther the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

 May God grant us through this 
summer and always, that regardless of the 
“storms” in our lives, that we may never 
become so distracted by what we see or 
fear that we forget the Lord or His prom-
ises.  And may He grant us the faith to 
confidently proclaim this assurance with 
Paul and live lives which show our total 
confidence in God’s Word and promises.     

 –Pastor Moore
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“ Transformed for His Mission”  

 The Minnesota South District of the LC-MS met in 
convention June11-13 under the theme “ Transformed 
for His Mission.”   Pastor Moore and Don Thiesse 
were the delegates who represented St. Martin’s at the 
convention.  Some of the highlights of the actions taken 
were: 

�x��President Lane Seitz was re-elected to an eighth 
term as district president. 

�x��Pastor Meilner, of Immanuel Silo, was elected to 
serve as our Circuit Counselor (He will take office 
Sept.1st.).

�x��The Alley Lutheran Church was accepted into 
membership in the Synod. 

�x��The requirement would have made all mission 
congregations be forced to use only LSB in wor-
ship was defeated. 

�x��The congregations of the district were encouraged 
to witness confidently. 

The District President and Board were encouraged to 
engage in fiscal responsibility reviewing the current staff 
and any possible prioritizing due to fiscal concerns. 

 Though these are not the only actions or issues dealt 
with in this convention, they serve to summarize much 
of the actions taken.  Pastor and Don will be sharing 
more information and insights from the convention in 
upcoming newsletters and at the next Voter’s Meeting.  

RETIREMENT RECOGNITION 

Principal Skrastins Retirement Recognition is set for Sun-
day, July 12, in the 10:30 worship service.  Followed by a 
dinner and reservations are required for the dinner.  A 
sign-up sheet is located at the Welcome Center in the nar-
thex.  Donation for the meal is $5 per person.  A short pro-
gram will follow the dinner. 

Here’s the latest information concerning our Here’s the latest information concerning our Here’s the latest information concerning our 
generous response to the Lord’s goodness.generous response to the Lord’s goodness.generous response to the Lord’s goodness.

Unpaid bills through May 2009 total $39,432. 

Car ing About People— 
Shar ing About Chr ist 

Bits and Pieces: 

You may have now noticed the quality of our worship ser-
vices over our local cable stations.  In 2009 we have been 
upgrading our equipment to digital broadcasting.  This has 
made an incredible viewing difference.  We’ve recently 
added two new cameras which have allowed easier elec-
tronic movement while providing excellent recording.  
Also, on June 10, a mixer was added which allows the re-
cording person to view both cameras on a single monitor so 
they can fade from one picture to another without abrupt 
movements on the final product.  This makes for a really 
clean and professional viewing product which you see.  A 
big thank you to Phil Klemp who has been working with 
Digicom and Kent Prigge on this project, as well as our 
worship recording team of:  Nathan Wendland, Doug 
Prigge, Mike Steber, Nancy Hadley, and Dave Volkmann.  
Our next pieces of equipment will allow us to “ live stream” 
our worship services (while they are being recorded) over 
the internet.  Imagine, we’ ll then have the capability of be-
ing broadcast over the entire world! 

Do you have a skill you would like to share?  It might be 
crocheting, knitting, quilting, use of the computer, wood-
working, etc.  I’m looking for individuals who would share 
their skill with others in our Mini-Class Ser ies which will 
be offered again between New Year’s and Lent ( January—
February) 2010.  Last year two classes where conducted:  
Debt/Budget Planning and Parenting Young Children.  
Both classes together drew 15 people. Our Family Ministry 
is looking to conduct up to six classes in 2010.  See me if 
interested. 

Last month this article mentioned that St. Martin’s could be 
seeing 100 baptisms from 2007-2009.  I’m looking for indi-
viduals who would like to make hospitality visits to these 
families and share resources that we have for them.  These 
visits are extremely rewarding and important.  See me. 

If you are interested in purchasing our recent Pictorial Di-
rectory you may do so at the church office for $5.00 per 
copy.  Anyone who submitted a photo or had a portrait 
taken may pick up their free copy also at the church office.  
(Those of you who submitted a photo, you may now pick 
that photo up at the church office.)  You can also go online 
at: www.olanmillsdirectories.com/olf  to see the complete 
directory and download it if you like.  Simply use our con-
tract number 29915.

“Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold.”   
2 Corinthians 3: 12 

    Bob Cloeter
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Hey, Kids!   
Get ready to have fun and 
grow in faith at VBS this 
summer.  You’ ll meet Gadget 
and his robot Gizmo and learn 
about our Creator, Jesus 
Christ, at St. Martin’s , July 

13-17, from 8:45-11:30 A.M. each day.  All children 
(Age 4 through those going into Grade 7) are welcome, 
so don’ t forget to invite and bring friends!  Older chil-
dren, teens, and adults are also encouraged to participate 
as small group leaders and helpers, preschool teacher and  
helpers, child care team, crafts team , technical director, 
snack crew, or closing picnic coordinator.   Call or e-mail 
Ruth Badciong at 454-4418 or badciong@hbci.com if 

you have questions or would love to help. 

***  P.S.  Registration forms are still avail-
able in the church and school offices and 
elsewhere in this Messenger. You can also 
r e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t 
www.stmartinswinona.com . Be sure to pick 
up your free CD of VBS songs when you 
register. 

There is no registration fee for Vacation Bi-
ble School as this is part of St. Martin’s Gospel outreach 
to the community, but we will be collecting a daily offer-
ing for a mission project for Lutheran schools in India. 

* Donations of cookies and pre-sweetened soft drink 
mix, cups, napkins, food for the closing “picnic”  or 
monetary contributions toward VBS costs will be greatly 
appreciated.  Please pray for the staff and students of this 
year’s VBS that the Holy Spirit will bring them into a 
closer relationship with Jesus Christ through the Gadget’s 
Garage VBS experience. 

*Everyone is welcome to attend the VBS Closing Ser-
vice at 11:30 A.M. Friday, July 17th, in the church sanctu-
ary! 

I t ’s all about Jesus!   
Every day  

in every w ay.

THANK YOU! 

Box Tops for Education 
Thank you to everyone who saves box tops. I recently 
mailed in 4,636 so that means $463.60 for St. Martin's 
Lutheran School. Keep on saving through the summer 
and drop them off in the church basement. 
Any questions please call Lorna Fratzke. 

Campbell’s Labels for Education 
Thanks to all who participated in the Campbell's Labels 
for Education program this year.  We collected almost 
12,000 labels over the 2008-9 school year!  Please con-
tinue to save UPCs over the coming months.  Have a safe 
and blessed summer!  Alyssa Klemp, LFE coordinator 

Summer Sundays  
for Sanctified Siblings of the Savior 

Church Basement Fellowship Hall — 9:30-10:15 a.m. 

During the summer we will be having Summer Sundays 
for the kids of the congregation from age 3 through 8th 
grade.  It will take place in the church basement and will 
consist of a video selection, crafts, songs, games, 
snacks.  Each week will be somewhat different 
so plan on joining us. 

If you would like to help with Summer Sundays, 
contact Sherri Wendland (454-1780).  

VBS Staff Or ientation

All volunteers who will be helping  with this summer’s 
Gadget’s Garage Vacation Bible School are encouraged 
to attend one of two orientation meetings: Wednesday, 
July 1, from 10-11:30 am or Thursday, July 2, from 6:30-
8:00 pm in St. Martin’s fellowship hall. 

Coins for Christ for July/August will be 
used in support of St. Martin’s Radio Broad-
cast ministry of the 8 AM service over 1380 
KAGE-AM.  The cost of each broadcast is 
$75.00 and any contributions are appreci-
ated.  Donations may be put in the container in the church 
narthex.  The Mission Board thanks you for your support. 

THANK YOU 

THANK YOU to everyone who helped or attended Strawberry Fest 
at Sinclair Park on June 14th!  God blessed us with a glorious day 
that allowed many people to attend all the various activities in the 
park.  Thank you to the musicians that shared their talents with us: 
Christian Crossings, the Silo Seranaders, Jim Huffman, the St. Mar-
tin’s Lutheran School Primary Choir and William and Karin Schatte. 
Thank you to all the chair people who helped to bring it all together: 
Sheryl Klug, Lorna Fraztke, Alyssa Klemp, Dave Volkmann (grilling 
for his tenth year!), Ruth Badciong, Polly Maki and Lois Haase, Joni 
and Dale Faustino, the staff at both the church and school - espe-
cially Lois and Kathy for selling tickets and Pastor Moore for doing 
the radio spots, Ledebuhr’s, Tom Thompson, Volkmann Appliance 
and LeRoy and Darvin with Coca Cola.   Also, to all the people who 
showed up on Saturday for preparing the strawberries and the work-
ers throughout the day of the event for volunteering their time. 
We especially want to thank the community members that came to 
the park and ate chicken, enjoyed the desserts, played games, lis-
tened to the music and generally just had a great time socializing 
and enjoying the beautiful day!  Hope to see you next year - June 
13th!!

         Cherí Going and Sherri Wendland, co-chairs



MESSENGER 4 JULY 2009 

Saint Martin’s Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

328 E. Broadway St., Winona, MN  55987-3700 
(507) 452-6928  

fax:  457-0884 / e-mail:  church@stmartinswinona.org 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
REGISTRATION 

Student’s Name: ______________________________
(first)   (last)   

Birthdate: _______/_______/_______ 
          (month)                 (day)                       (year)   

School grade entering in fall of 2009: ____________ 

Allergies or other medical problems: _________________ 

___________________________________________

Parents’  Name(s):________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________ 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

e-mail:  (optional) _______________________________  

___________________________________________

Home Telephone: ________________________   

Cell Phone: _____________________________ 

Work Telephone: ________________________ 

Emergency Name & Telephone: ____________________ 

___________________________________________

Brothers and Sisters (names and ages)  

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Church Membership:______________________________ 

___________________________________________

***********************************************  

TO BE COMPLETED BY TEACHER: 

SUMMER 2009 

CLASS: _______________________________________ 

TEACHER: ____________________________________ 

De a r  M . D.  
In this article, congregation members pose questions to 
M.D. (our Music Director, not medical doctor) who 
thus responds with whatever words of wisdom the Lord 
chooses to give him. 

Dear  M. D. ,  The or gan is st ill playing.  When 
wer e t hey supposed t o t ake it  
apar t  again?

MD:  The refurbishment stage of our organ project hap-
pened this past fall (as has already been reported in my 
last few articles.) The upgrade portion of the project 
was originally scheduled to begin shortly after Easter of 
this year. However, delays in other Austin Organ pro-
jects and timing issues with their staff has delayed the 
start of this second phase of our organ project until later 
this summer. 

 The new target date for work to resume on site is now 
slated for August 15th. A few days prior to this date, a 
semi truck—especially designed for carrying organ 
pipes—will make its way from Hartford, Connecticut to 
Bloomington, Minnesota. It will be carrying pipes for a 
new organ installation at a church in this suburb of the 
Twin Cities. From there, the truck will make its way to 
Winona, and then load up all of our pipes and wisk 
them away to the factory in Hartford where the pipes 
were originally made in 1916! The pipes will be rescaled 
to match A440 pitch 
and will be re-voiced 
for a better blend with 
the new pipes that will 
be joining these newly 
refurbished ones. 

 Because of the num-
ber of existing pipes 
that need reworking 
(about 1500), and due 
to the amount of labor required to install the new pipes, 
the target date for completion of the project is Novem-
ber 29th! This means that the organ may be silent for 
over three months!!!!  

 Now, I did ask them to speed things up if at all possi-
ble… but it seems that we should start praying now that 
things don’t get pushed back any later so that we can at 
least celebrate Christmas with our new organ... 

If you have a question you would like addressed,        
please feel free to ask our Music Director personally,      
call him at church (452-6928, ext. 104), or send an email 
(phil.klemp@stmartinswinona.org). 

We must patiently wait to  
sing with our new organ! 



SUMMER YOUTH ACTI VI TI ES 

J uly 8 - 12 — Lif eFest  

J uly 15 — Meet  in Yout h Room (6t h-12t h Gr ade).  
Cont act  per son:  William Schat t e, 474-
0289.

August  5 — Beat  t he Heat  (6t h-
12t h Gr ade), 2:00-6:00 
pm.  Meet  in t he par k-
ing lot  of  St . Mar t in’s Chur ch.  Br ing swim 
suit  and t owel.  Cost :  $ 2.  Cont act  per son:  
William Schat t e, 474-0289. 

August  29/ 30 — Yout h Weekend.  Cont act  per son:  
Br enda Hoepner , 459-3758   

Sept ember  13 — Yout h Kick Of f  f or  t he Year !!!    

MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITY 
May 17, 2009 through June 15, 2009 

NEW MEMBER:
 6/ 14—Bonnie Finke 

REINSTATED: 
 6/ 13—Elinor Tietz 

TRANSFERRED TO THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT: 
 6/ 9—Junior Krage  

FUNERAL: 
 6/ 11—Judith (Schueler) Miller   
 6/ 14—Suzanne (Strain) Miner 

ST. MARTIN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 5 WINONA, MINNESOTA 

LADIES  
GROUPS 

THE LADIES AID is taking a summer break.  Their next 
meeting is September 3.   

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY resumes Sept. 17.  For in-
formation contact Margaret Hohenstein or Myrtle Shira. 

PRISCILLA CIRCLE is looking for women who like to knit, 
crochet, sew, and/or cut out fabric for baby items.  Contact 
Marjorie Steber (452-3419) for details. 

The next WOMEN’S GUILD meeting  is Sat., Sept. 12.  

The Minnesota South District LWML WOMEN’S RE-
TREAT “ Love As We Have Been Loved”  is July 31-
August 1 at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter.  Schol-
arship assistance available; contact Margaret Hohenstein 
for information.  The registration deadline is July 13.  Con-
tact the church office for a registration form. 

LWML MITES may be dropped off at the church office.   

For more information or if you would like to be part of one 
of —  
 Altar Guild contact Marjorie Steber (452-3419)  
 Ladies Aid contact Irene Doblar (454-2794) 
 Women In Mission (LWML) contact the church office 

(452-6928, ext. 100) or any WIM member 
 Women’s Guild & Circles contact Margaret Hohenstein 

(454-7387).  

DIRECT SUPPORT OPPORTUNITY  
FOR JULY/AUGUST 

Ethiopian Youth Centers — God's Word is certainly be-
ing shared in Ethiopia, with millions of people receiving 
the Good News of Jesus Christ into their hearts on a yearly 
basis. In the Lutheran Church alone, there are almost 4 
million Lutheran Christians in Ethiopia, more than the to-
tal amount of members of the LCMS in the United States! 
Youth seminars are held for a week at a time and they al-
low young people to come and be nourished in the Word. 
They are also trained in the Word and are given tools to 
share Christ's love with others. This can be done for only 
$20 per student for a whole week. That covers room, 
board and materials. What a blessing that could be on 
someone's life in Ethiopia!  

“A Future Hope” 

Hope Lutheran High School has announced an opportu-
nity to invest in the future of Hope Lutheran High 
School.  In response to these economically difficult 
times, the Hope Board of Directors have approved the 
issuing of private bonds within the association.  Only 
members of association churches and the booster club 
will be eligible to participate in purchasing these bonds.  
The goal is to raise $100,000 to meet current cash flow 
and future development needs.  The bonds will have a 
3-year maturity paying an annual interest rate of return 
of 5% simple interest.  Bonds are being issued as of 
May 26.  With the total interest return paid 30 days 
from issuance.  If you would like more information or to 
invest contact Board Member Bruce Wachholz at 507-
523-2774 or Board Vice President Rev. Richard Moore 
at 507-452-6928 x 102. 

CHURCH RECREATION NEWS 
Yes, we’ re going to Lutheran Night with the Twins on 
Wed., August 26 – the last one at the Dome!  The Twins will 
be playing the Baltimore Orioles.  Fifty tickets are reserved.  
Cost is $22 for a lower reserved ticket, plus $8 for the bus.  
Thank you to the Thrivent East Winona Chapter for funding 

assistance for the bus.  It’s not too soon to sign up!    

A sign up sheet is posted in the narthex or contact 
Annamary Seltz, 454-3576 or 452-6928, ext. 127.  
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OFFICE NOTES 

Please call or contact the church office 
when . . . 

a member of your family is ADMITTED TO THE HOS-
PITAL—locally or out-of-town—so that visits can be 
made. The hospitals can not notify us without your per-
mission to do so. 

you are HOMEBOUND and wish the pastor to call; 
when you would like homebound COMMUNION; or 
would like to receive an audio tape of the Sunday ser-
vice. 

your church group is planning a MEETING or ACTIVITY, so 
that it can be placed on the CALENDAR. 

PLANNING A WEDDING, which will be held at St. 
Martin’s, contact the church office and pastor to place it 
on the calendar(s) BEFORE making any other commit-
ments or signing contracts. 

a new BABY ARRIVES; and when PLANNING FOR 
BAPTISM.  (Contact Pastor to make an appointment to 
plan for the baptism and to complete the information 
form.)   

When you or a member of your family goes to COL-
LEGE; enters the MILITARY, MARRIES, or ESTAB-
LISHES A HOME.  Please let us know the complete 
ADDRESS.

when you are PLANNING TO MOVE—out-of-town or 
locally, let us know your new address (including the new 
rural street addresses) and date it’s effective; and/or 
when your home PHONE NUMBER changes. 

when you relocate temporarily (WINTER HOME) 
please notify the church office of the winter address and 
telephone number and also the dates they are in effect. 

you are relocating out of the area to request a LETTER 
OF TRANSFER OR RELEASE when you find a new 
church home. 

a NEW FAMILY moves into your neighborhood. 

you feel the church can assist you in any way. 

CHURCH AND SCHOOL OFFICES..................452-6928
Pastor Moore (home)....................................................................474-0355
Church Fax L ine...............................................................................457-0884 
School Fax L ine..................................................................................452-8992 
Church e-mail address.....church@stmartinswinona.org 
School e-mail address..........school@stmartinswinona.org 
Church web site...............................www.stmartinswinona.com 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS  
FOR JULY 2009 

Psalm 19:1, “ The Heavens declare the glory of 
God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”  

1. Give thanks to the Lord for good weather and rain. 
2. Comfort all those who are hurting. 
3. As we pray, make us willing to accept Your will, 

Lord. 
4. God bless our native land. 
5. Praise Jesus for taking our sins to the cross for us. 
6. Give hope to those who are without employment. 
7. Help us always to be honest with each other. 
8. Pray for the people in war zones. 
9. May each of us support our church with money 

and volunteering. 
10. Pray for a stronger faith. 
11. Pray for those confirmed, that they remain true to 

their vow to love God always. 
12. Help us forgive others as Christ forgives us. 
13. Pray for our Vacation Bible School to guide chil-

dren to believe in Jesus. 
14. Bless those who serve Christ by serving others. 
15. Pray for increased Church attendance during this 

summer. 
16. Bless all single parents as they try to bring their 

children up in the Lord’s way. 
17. Pray for strength and comfort for those who are ill. 
18. Bless our missionaries as they bring Christ to oth-

ers.
19. Thank you Lord for loving us even though we sin. 
20. Pray for all those traveling during summer time. 
21. May we place Christ first in our lives. 
22. Pray none of us spreads gossip. 
23. Give our church leaders wisdom to do God’s will. 
24. Let us pray for our co-workers. 
25. May those abusing drugs seek help. 
26. Lord cause us, your people, to be humble. 
27. Inspire government leaders to seek your guidance 

Lord. 
28. Give strength to our young people to 

resist temptations. 
29. Help to never use your name in sin-

ful ways. 
30. May we always be faithful to our 

spouse.
31. Look with mercy on the hungry and 

homeless.   



328 East Broadway 
Winona, Minnesota 55987 

St . Ma r t in ’s 
Lu t h er an  
c h u r c h  

ST . M ART I N ’S L UT H ERAN  CH URCH   •  WI N ON A, M N  

M E SSE N G E R   J u l y 2 0 0 9  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

REGISTRATION FOR 2009-2010 

St. Martin’s Lutheran School is 
now accepting registrations for 
the 2009-2010 school year.  
Contact the school office (452-
6928, ext. 120), church office  
(452-6928, ext. 100) or Pastor 
Moore (452-6928, ext. 102) for 
more information and enroll-
ment forms.


