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W I N O N A  ú M I N N E S O T A  

                        S i n c e  1 8 5 6 

The hour has come for you to wake 

up from your slumber, because our 

salvation is nearer now than when we 

first believed.ò ï Romans 13:11  
 

 Wake up!  The Summer is almost over.  

Have you gotten done the things that you really 

needed to accomplish this summer?  Itôs Au-

gust already.  Schools will be starting ï some 

the 15th, some the 23rd, some the 30th ï Itôs only 

a few short weeks away.  Have you gotten your 

Summer ñTO DOò list all accomplished?  The 

basement, the garage, the landscaping, the 

painting, the . . . How is it going for you this 

summer? 
 

 As we take a brief inventory of the summer, 

our hoped accomplishments and the success or 

failure to achieve them, it is easy to become 

discouraged.  For most people our ñto doò list 

is more ambitious than our time and energy are 

capable of accomplishing.  But none-the-less 

when we see the last few days of summer 

looming before us, the call to wake up is 

heeded and we make a final push toward those 

priorities which have slipped our minds or have 

not been accomplished.  This is what Paul is 

calling us to do in the text quoted above.  

Paulôs concern here is not with the things of 

summer, but the things of God. 
 

 Time is running out!  Not just for the plans 

of summer, but more importantly, for the work 

of God.  Paul reminds us that our salvation is 

nearer now than it was.  And he is right.  We 

are all moving toward that time when either 

God will call us home, or He shall return at His 

second coming.  In either case when that day 

arrivesïour time is up.  
 

 Paul in his writing to the Romans tells them 

to wake from their slumber, to refocus on what 

is really important, and to use the time given to 

them by God to share His love and His word.  

In the verse just prior to the one quoted above 

Paul writes, 

ñLet no debt remain outstanding, ex-

cept the continuing debt to love one 

another, for he who loves his fellow 

man has fulfilled the law . . . Love does 

no harm to its neighbor.  Therefore 

love is the fulfillment of the law.  And 

do this understanding the present 

time.ò  (Romans 13:8,10) 
 

 The only debt we are to concern ourselves 

with, according to Romans, is the debt of love.  

This is the debt we owe God because of the 

undeserved love, because of the grace, that He 

has given us.  And we are to pay it back by 

loving each other on Godôs behalf.   
 

 Jesus tells us that if we give a glass of water 

to one of ñthese little onesò because of our 

faith, we have given it to Him.  He tells us that 

when we help ñthe least of theseò we have 

helped Him.  When we love one another with 

the love we have received from God we have 

loved God. 
 

 We still have time to share Godôs love, right 

here at St. Martins.  Have you taken the time to 

encourage a person who is working to spread 

Godôs kingdom here?  Do you thank those who 

make the coffee, play the organ, teach Sunday 

school, usher, set Communion, ring the bells, 

count the offerings, mow the lawn, or dust the 

pews?  The list could go on and on.  Have you 

prayed for the sick, the shut-ins, the members 

with job problems?  Do you welcome the vis- 
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NEW THIS YEAR! 
Join us for a light lunch, along with 

your pie and ice cream 
and enjoy Christian fellowship.  

 

Tickets are now available at  
St. Martinõs church office. 

 

Sloppy Joe w /chips ñ$2.50 donation 
 

Pie and Ice Creamñ$3.50 donation 
 

Ice Cream Sundaeñ$1.50 donation 
 

Monetary donations  
are also accepted. 

itor?  Do you encourage and invite others to be part of 

your circle of Friends?  All of this is part of how we can 

let ñno debt remain except the debt of love.ò  
 

 But sharing Godôs love is more than just acknowledg-

ing the work in Godôs kingdom around you.  It is also, 

sharing love through forgiveness within that Kingdom.  

Have you been disappointed by the actions or comments of 

a fellow Christian?  Have you felt that someone didnôt do a 

ñvery good jobò of some task?  Have you taken that oppor-

tunity to openly criticize, because you would have done it 

differently?  We need to be ready to share Godôs love, not 

our ire with our fellow members.  God does not judge your 

works for perfection . . . He accepts them as your offering 

of thanksgiving.  We need to be sharing Godôs love and 

encouraging each other . . . not tearing one another down.  
 

 Forgiving and supporting one another also is not the 

ultimate way of letting ñno debt remain but the debt of 

love.ò  The ultimate way of letting ñNo debt remain but 

the debt of love,ò is to be about sharing the gift of salva-

tion with others.  To share the Good News of Godôs love 

with those who are not already members of the body of 

Christ, the Church. To invite a friend to our next Friend-

ship Weekend and picnic (September 18 and 19), to bring 

a child to Sunday School, to share your willingness to pray 

with or for a co-worker or neighbor with troubles, to help 

feed the hungry or homelessïThese are the ways God 

would have us to share His love.  To use the time we have 

been given by God in service to God.  To as Paul would 

say, ñto wake up from your slumber,ò ï and to rejoice in 

your salvation. 
 

    ïPastor Moore  

WAKE UP (continued from page 1) 

SUMMER SUNDAYS  

FOR SANCTIFIED SIBLINGS  

OF THE SAVIOR  
 

Summer Sundays for Sanctified Siblings 

of the Savior continues through August.  

This summer ñSunday Schoolò is held in 

the church fellowship hall each summer 

Sunday from 9:30 to 10:15 for children 

3 years old through 7th grade.  Activities 

include a Bible story and video, art and/

or craft project. . .   
 

The coordinator is Sherri Wendland. 
 

If you would like to help teach Summer Sunday School, a 

Sunday or two, or would like more information, please con-

tact Sherri Wendland or Pastor Moore or leave a message at 

the church office. 




