St.Martin@ Lutheaan

UMINNESOTA
Since 1856

for

WINONA

AThere i s a time
a season for every activity under
heaven: a time to be born and a time
to die, a time to plant and a time to
uproot, a time to kill and a time to
heal, a time to tear down and a time to
build, a time to weep and a time to
laugh, a time to mourn and a time to
dance, a time to scatter stones and a
time to gather them, a time to embrace
and a time to refrain, a time to search
and a time to give up, a time to keep
and a time to throw away, a time to
tear and a time to mend, a time to be
silent and a time to speak, a time to
love and a time to hate, a time for war
and a time for

-- Ecclesiastes 3:1 -8

What time is it? Solomon in the verses
above reminds us of the truth that God is the
giver of time. He reminds us of the fact that
the time God gives us is a gift. He reminds us
of the fact that the time God gives us is a gift
with a purpose. We are clearly told there is a
time for everything! But what time is it now?

We have just begun the year 2010. Much
has been said in the media about what it might
bring. Much has been speculated about
whether it will be "good" or "bad" times for us.
As we look toward the future we should be
asking, "What time is it?" That is "What time is
it in God's plan?" or "What is the season that
we at St. Martinods

God has called us together to be His people
here. We have been made Christ's body
through His death on the cross for us. As His
body we are to be about doing His will. We
are no longer only to think about what we'd like
to do with our lives, but also about what God
would have us do.

The New Year gives us the opportunity to
pause and reflect upon our mission and our
ministry together as a congregation. We to-
getherd pastor, staff and people--need to be
evaluating the direction in which God would
have us proceed.
doing in 2010 and beyond? What do you feel
God would have us accomplish? What is the
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role of the pastor and of the staff? What is the
role of the members i
for our congregation?

These questions are ones that we need to
talk about. The Council has asked the Board
of Elders to evaluate the needs of our Congre-
Qation and her ministries and the best ways for
us to meet those needs. This will include an
evaluation of all of our staff positions and the
most efficient ways to meet the staffing needs.
The Elders will be asking for the input of the
members of the congregation. What are your
dreams for the
would you think would be direction we need to
be moving? Wh a't wo ul
Sharingo of Godos
What really needs to be changed, and how
can we change it
congregation can be achieved?

What time is it? 1 feel it's time that we to-
get her as the
about what direction we would like to see our
congregation moving. | believe that every
nierbberu df our @ondregy@ionnsAduld be in-
volved not only in the planning of our future
ministry but in the doing of our ministry. God
has blessed each of us with faith, with under-
standing and with special gifts. We need to
use these blessings as we plan the future for
St . Martinds. We nee
deal with the challenges that lie before us as a
congregation.

What time is it? It is time for us, God's fam-
ily at St. Martinds t
us to talk together. It is time for us to search
out together how God would have each of us
as individual Christians, as well as members of
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Continued next page.
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Continued from page 1.

What time is it? It &ds
gether is seeking Godbds wi
get involved by joining together in wrestling with the ques-
tions that are hard to
| ook around at the members
for each and every person He has brought into our fellow-
ship.

St . Martindéds needs each
She needs each member's prayers and participation. She
needs each of us to be involved in supporting and sustain-
ing her ministry. Watch for opportunities to participate in
the planning of our
member will have a chance to voice their opinion. What
time is it?

ltds time for us to | ook
use the time God has given
Gifts. o
--Pastor Moore
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MINI-CLASS SERIES BEGINS IN JANUARY

Sign-up today at the Welcome Center for our Mini-Class
Series which begins Wednesday, January 20 from 6:30-
8:00 pm. You can read more information about each
class at the Welcome Center. The following five classes
are being offered:
a. More Than Money Matters led by Ken Bittnerd 4

sessions

Helpful Computer Information led by Jim Huff-
mand 3 sessions
Making Great Thin Mints led by Elizabeth Crippsd

1 session

Cake Decorating led by Sue Beilfussd 3 sessions
Carpentry Questions and Answers on Home Im-
provement Projects led by Paul Froschd 1 session

b.
c.

d.
e.
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ANNUAL REPORTS

Organizations. for the 2009 fiscal year are due to
echurch offige entor beforgebruagy 1 2080. | ¢
pf St. Martinds and thank
As outlined in the Constitution of the congregatioM\R-
TICLE VI 0 Auxiliary Organizations, Section B
Function, Item A: .
emMRAT 1S siuthhUtp cddide s, dedpci
recognized by the congregation shall report thei
activities and treasurissn nual | y. 0
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE
Sunday, January 10, 2010
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Speaker: Rev. Larry Griffin, Janesville, Minnesota

Watch the Sunday bulletins for more information
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MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITY

November 12, 2009 through December 10, 2009

BAPTISMB8Adult
12/5 AJenny Marie Schulz

NEW MEMBEREAdult Confirmation
12/5 i Jenny Schulz

12/5 i Jennifer Benson

12/5 AiRandy Lau

12/5 it Anthony Milene

12/6 AiPeggy Proto

NEW MEMBERS Reinstatement:
11/17 A Kevin Spalding

RELEASES
11/17 ALowell and Darlene Bjoraker
11/17 AKim Spalding Pflughoeft)

TRANSFERRED TO THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT:
11/20 fiAnita Peterson

12/2 AWilliam Lindenau

12/5 i Mary Welch

UPDATING RECORDS

WE DO NOT HAVE YOUR (OR
CURRENT MARITAL INFORMATION, ADDRESS OR
TELEPHONE NUMBER (ESPECIALLY IF YOU HAVE
CHANGED TO A CELL PHONE),PLEASE CONTACT THE
CHURCH OFFICE AT (452-6928, ext 100 OR
church@stmartinswinona.org OR send or put a note

in the collection plate [Attn.: Church Office]. WE

WANT TO HAVE CORRECT INFORMATION IN OUR
CHURCH FILES. THANK YOU! fi LOIS STARK
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