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W I N O N A  ú M I N N E S O T A  

                        S i n c e  1 8 5 6 

ñBut the Fruit of the Spirit is LOVEéò 
   ðGalatians 5:22 

 

What thoughts come to your mind when you 

think of LOVE?  Valentineôs day is just around 

the corner.  LOVE  will be celebrated on TV, in 

stores, through advertisements.  But what is 

LOVE ?  For the Christian, the word is usually 

associated with giving up of self while expect-

ing nothing in return.  We also think of willing-

ness to care for another person and to cherish 

them.  Often when thinking of LOVE , the 

word, ñsacrifice comes to mind.   
 

There are a variety of settings we associate 

with LOVE .  We think of the first way in 

which we experience LOVE as we receive this 

gift from our parents as children.  LOVE  

grows and blossoms through courtship and 

marriage.  We also think of the LOVE  we 

show toward our children and grandchildren.  

Certainly, we think of the LOVE that God be-

stows upon us, especially by means of His two 

sacraments, Baptism and the Lordôs Supper.  

LOVE  is a triangle that draws God to me and 

me to God; God to others and others to God.  

Finally, it draws me to others and others to me.   
 

The Bible uses the word, LOVE , 402 times.  

Certain passages, of course, stand out above 

others:  John 3:16, the Golden Rule, and Jesusô 

great command that we should love one an-

other as He has loved us.  I Corinthians 13 tells 

us: 
 

ñIf I speak in the tongues of men and 

of angels, but have not love, I am a 

noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And 

if I have prophetic powers, and under-

stand all mysteries and all knowledge, 

and if I have all faith, so as to remove 

mountains, but have not love, I am 

nothing.  If I give away all I have, and 

if I deliver my body to be burned, but 

have not love, I gain nothing. 
 

ñLove is patient and kind; love is not 

jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant 

or rude.  Love does not insist on its 

own way; it is not irritable or resent-

ful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but 

rejoices in the right.  Love bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things...So faith, 

hope, love abide, these three; but the 

greatest of these is LOVE.ò 
 

Do Christians really reflect this kind of LOVE  

in their day-to-day living?  Is the LOVE  of 

which the Apostle Paul speaks only a dream or 

can it be made a reality?   
 

Certainly, for the early Christians, the LOVE  

of Christ put into action was very real.  During 

the famine in Jerusalem, Christians in Antioch 

shared food and necessities with the Christians 

in Jerusalem.  Christians would also open their 

homes to Christians who were traveling in their 

community.  Paul was cared for wherever he 

traveled, and even in prison, gifts were sent to 

him.  Dorcas and Lydia were helpful to the 

poor and needy.  Is that kind of LOVE  still 

around in the church today?   
 

May Godôs LOVE  be reflected through us to 

others so that they, too, may learn of our sav-

iorôs great LOVE for them. 
 

  ðPastor Moore 
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ñWhere Does The Money Go?ò 
 

 Recently, two members of St. Martinôs were 

overheard talking about the financial health of our 

congregation.  They had several concerns.  The jest 

of the conversation however could be summarized 

with the following conclusion.  ñThey just spend too 

much money.  Where does it all go?ò   This is a rea-

sonable question.  During the next several months 

we will be including some information on just that 

question.  Where does it all go? 

 

 One of the places our offerings and gifts go is 

to pay for utilities.  With our two buildings in De-

cember alone our utilities bills were as follows. 

 

       Excel Energy Natural Gas 1,482.30 

       Excel Energy Electric 1,200.93 

       Quest Telephone Service 323.05 

       City of Winona ï Water/Sewer 370.28 

       City of Winona ï Storm Sewer         19.59 

             Total Utilities  3,396.16 

 

For the month of December alone almost $3,400.00 

is paid by St. Martinôs to have heat, lights, water 

and sewer service.  For the year that total is 

$40,800.00, assuming there are no months that run 

colder that this December.  On average this would 

be the total offering of 4 weeks of St. Martinôs.  Or 

the entire offering given in January would pay for 

the Utilities for the yearébut nothing else.   

 

 When that information was shared with the 

members who had raised the concern, the response 

was, ñI didnôt know that! I never thought about what 

that might cost the Church!ò  We just thought you 

should know.  

LENTEN MEALS 

 

If your organization or group 

would like to serve one of the fel-

lowship meals following a 5:30 pm 

midweek Lenten Service, please 

contact Lois at the church office 

( 4 5 2 - 6 9 2 8 ,  e x t .  1 0 0  o r 

church@stmartinswinona.org) as soon as possi-

ble.  The dates of the available meals are Febru-

ary 17, 24, March 3, 10 and 24.  

What is Scrip?  
 

A way to have our community businesses give mon-
ies to the Ministry of St. Martinôs Church and School 
 

 St. Martinôs Lutheran Church and School are cur-
rently participating in what is called a ñScripò program.  
This is an opportunity to help support the ministry of St. 
Martinôs without it costing you a penny.  Here is how it 
works. 
 

 St. Martinôs purchases gift cards from many different 
stores at a discount.  They then sell them to the mem-
bers of the church, school and community at the face 
value.  So If you were to buy a Kwik Trip, HyVee or Mid-
town Foods gift card you would pay the same price for 
the card as if you were purchasing it directly from the 
store.  But by purchasing a gift card from St. Martinôs not 
only do you get the full value of your gift card, St. Mar-
tinôs receives between 2% and 5% of the value as a do-
nation.  
 

 So if you were purchase a Scrip gift card at St. Mar-
tinôs for Midtown you would get your $25.00 worth of gro-
ceries and pay for them with your gift card or Scrip, and 
St. Martinôs receives $1.25 from Midtown.  It cost you 
nothing and St. Martinôs benefits. 
 

 Now $1.25 may not seem like much to you.  But if 
our congregation members were to use scrip to buy all or 
most of our groceries this would be a major source of 
funding for our mission and ministry.  For example if 50 
families, who spend 100 dollars a week used scrip, St. 
Martinôs would receive $600.00 a month from the grocery 
stores.  If those same families used Kwik Trip Scrip 
cards for gas and averaged 50 dollars a week in gas, 
that would be another $400.00 contributed to St. Martinôs 
from Kwik Trip.   
 

 Perhaps your budget has not allowed you to be able 
to support the ministry and mission of St. Martinôs as you 
would want.  Here is a way that the money you are al-
ready spending on groceries, gas, household items, ap-
pliances, tools, even some restaurants, could also be 
helping to support the work of our Church and School.  
Scrip is currently available at the School office, and at 
the Church office during the Bible class times during 
Sunday Morning.  Why not let your money not only serve 
your needs but meet the needs of our ministry also. 
 

 Below is a partial list of businesses that will support 
St. Martinôs if we will use Scrip gift cards to purchase 
Items at their stores. 
 

 Midtown Foods  HyVee 
 Kwik Trip  Walmart 
 J C Penney  Fleet Farm 
 Volkmann Appliance Menards 
 Kmart   Timbers 
 Jeffersons  Papa Murphyôs 
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Caring About Peopleð 

Sharing About Christ 
 

Never, never, never underestimate the power of your 

words about Jesus to another person; however small your 

witness may seem to you, even if itôs a comment as sim-

ple as ñTrust in Jesusò to someone, believe that God uses 

this witness to cast His Light upon a life.  In comparison, 

pretend youôre standing in a pitch black gymnasium with 

no light, no window, not even an exit sign above a door; 

nothing but pitch black darkness.  You hear sounds, also 

your movement and steps create sounds and echoes, but 

the darkness keeps you directionless, fearful, and 

stillé..until, you light a small match and the light pene-

trates the darkness.  You feel relief.  Remember, the 

darkness MUST step aside to lightðalways.  Keep wit-

nessing Christ, because the darkness of evil will not over-

come it.  ñIn Jesus was Life, and that life was the Light of 

men.  The Light shines in the darkness, but the darkness 

has not overcome it.ò John 1: 4-5 

 

Witness Class 301:  Hellôs Best Kept Secret   
The devil wants everyone to know they donôt need a Sav-

ior; anyone can go it alone without any help from God.  

Join us for our third class in this series as we learn to lead 

another person to repentance and the beauty of Godôs 

forgiveness in Christ Jesus.  When:  Monday, February 

8 and 15 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in Bob Cloeterôs office. 
 

Hereôs a recommended book for reading:  

The Atonement Child by Francine Rivers.  A 

young woman who is raped walks the agonizing road of 

despair and experiences extreme loneliness from those 

around her when she discovers sheôs pregnant.  Godôs 

light and life shine through Dynah, the main character, as 

her life-changing struggle through this one act affects not 

only her but also her whole family. 

 

Adult Confirmation Class:  Our next eight-week 

adult confirmation class begins Sunday, February 21st 

from 9:15-10:15 a.m. in Bob Cloeterôs office (lower 

level in the school).  This class is open to anyone inter-

ested in learning the basics of the Holy Bible and our Lu-

theran doctrine who desires confirmation, The Lordôs 

Supper, and membership here at St. Martinôs.  This class 

is also open to any member who desires a ñrefresherò in 

what they believe and why. 

 

ñTherefore, since we have such a hope, we are 

very bold.ò  2 Corinthians 3:12. 

 

   Bob Cloeter 

Planet Zoom:  Where Bold Bee-lievers 

Zip, Zap and Zoom for Jesus is the theme 

of this summerôs Vacation Bible 

School at St. Martinôs.  Invite 

your friends and neighbors .  

There will be something for eve-

ryone Age 4-Grade 7 with lots 

of opportunities for older teens, 

adults and seniors to volunteer!   
 

Save the dates:  Monday-Friday, July 19-23, 2010 

from 8:45-11:30 each morning.  Weôll see you at 

Planet Zoom this summer!!!  

CHURCH REC NEWS 
 
Winter Swim Party :  The pool at the 
Quality Inn is finally in working order!  
We will be having a Swim Party there 
on Sunday, Feb. 28, from 2-6 P.M.  
Cost is $2 and snacks will be pro-
vided.  There will also be a changing room at the 
hotel.  If possible, let me know in advance if you and 
your family are coming.  Come on out for some 
good exercise and fellowship! 
 
If you have activity suggestions, any questions and/
or to sign up for an activity, please telephone Anna-
mary Seltz, 454-3576 or 452-6928, ext. 127.   

A MISSION TRIP 
 
Do you want to go on a 1-day mission trip?  The 
youth of our church and the Mission Board have 
made plans to travel to:  Feed My Starving Chil-
dren (in Twin Cities) where we will volunteer to 
pack nutritious, life saving meals for starving chil-
dren.  June 26, 2010, is the day we are planning to 
go and we want YOU to join us.  More information 
on trip next month in Messenger. 

 

Be joyful in hope, 
Patient in affliction,  
Faithful in prayer.  

 
Romans 12:12 


