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W I N O N A  ú M I N N E S O T A  

                        S i n c e  1 8 5 6 

Most of the crowds spread their gar-

ments on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread 

them on the road.  And the crowds that 

went before Him shouted, "Hosanna to 

the Son of David!  Blessed is He that 

comes in the name of the Lord!  Ho-

sanna in the highest!"  And when He 

entered Jerusalem, all the city was 

stirred, saying, "Who is this?" 

   ï Matthew 21:8-10 
 

 "Who is this?"  Who is this One who is 

causing such a great commotion, who has 

caused the city to stand still momentarily?  

Who is this whom some hail as "Blessed" or as 

the "Son of David" and others call "imposter?"  

Who is this One? 
 

 These same questions which were asked at 

the time of Jesus' original entry into Jerusalem 

on Palm Sunday could well be asked today.  As 

we prepare to enter into Holy Week ï as we 

plan to attend special services of remembrance 

and thanksgiving, as we prepare for the cele-

bration of the most holy of Church Festivals ï 

there are those around us who are asking the 

same questions.  But these questions might be 

worded differently. 
 

 Easter is on Sunday so why are you setting 

aside Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday, and 

Thursday and Friday and Saturday of Holy 

Week to go to Church?  Isn't Easter Sunday 

enough?  Why aren't you going with us to the 

movie ï how much church do you need?  Don't 

you want to have a good time?  Questions like 

these will be very common in our society and 

in Winona this Holy Week. 
 

 But these questions are merely another way 

of saying, "Who is this?"  These questions are 

opportunities for you and me to share our faith 

with those around us.  But what would you 

say?  Why do we have all these special worship 

experiences? 
 

 As we come together at the various special 

worship services during Holy Week we are 

celebrating!  We are rejoicing in the fact that 

we know the answer to the question, "Who is 

this?"  We proclaim through our worship that 

we know God's love for us.  We proclaim that 

we are sure that God's Son died not by mistake 

but by design.  We proclaim that our God is a 

God who has conquered sin and death for us.  

We proclaim that through His resurrection we 

are assured we are forgiven because of His sac-

rifice. 
 

 But we also do more than just proclaim to 

others what we believe; we recount again the 

actions of our Lord on our behalf.  We stand in 

awe and wonder at the love that God has 

poured out upon us. 
 

 In the Seder Suppers we will again recount 

how Jesus showed Himself to be the servant of 

all, how He calls on us to serve one another 

and learn anew of the mysteries of His Holy 

Supper.  We see the historical setting and the 

full symbolism of our own Communion ser-

vice.     
 

 As we gather for the Maundy Thursday ser-

vice, we  hear from our Savior's own words the  
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assurance that in His body and blood with the bread and 

wine we are forgiven anew.  We rejoice that in The Lord's 

Supper we actually come into communion, into fellowship, 

with God and all believers.  We receive the "foretaste of 

heaven." 
 

 In the Good Friday Tre-Ore service which begins at 

noon and ends at three, we set aside the same three hours 

as the world was in darkness as Jesus died to meditate 

upon Him.  With the first hour, we recount prophesies of 

the Old Testament concerning our Savior, the Messiah.  

With the second hour, we mediate upon the passion--the 

actual account of Jesus actions during His last days of life 

for our forgiveness.  In the third hour, we focus on prayer 

and God's promise to hear us, be with us and bless us be-

cause of Jesusô death for us. 
 

 In the Good Friday Tenebrae the evening service of 

darkness we recount the suffering and death of our Lord.  

We see and hear how our sinfulness required His death.  

We stand in amazement that God chose to die that we 

might live forever.  We rejoice that God is gracious and 

that His mercy for you and me is never ending. 
 

 The Easter Vigil service guides us to recount all the 

blessings of God, His act of creating us, His action of sav-

ing us and His continued actions of sustaining our lives.  

We recount especially His sacraments of Baptism and the 

Lord's Supper.  We proclaim that Jesus the Christ has in-

deed risen from the dead.  And with a special service of 

Light we announce Him the Light of the World ï the Light 

for our time.  
 

 And in the Easter Festival services we proclaim again 

the joyous news of Jesus' resurrection.  We bask in the 

love of God for us and in the forgiveness we live.  We see 

the power of God in our lives and the assurance that He is 

and will always be with us. 
 

 Let me encourage you to come!  Come and join in the 

fellowship of the redeemed who celebrate and rejoice in 

the actions of our God for us.  Come and relive the account 

of our God's reaching down to us in our sinful condition 

and raising us to glory through the death of His Son.  

Come and see!  Come and experience one of the special 

services this Holy Week that you have never attended be-

fore.  Come and celebrate!  Come and proclaim with your 

brothers and sisters that we know "Who this is!"  This is 

the Savior, our Lord Jesus! 
 

 May God bless you and strengthen your faith through 

the worship services of Holy Week; and may He visit you 

with the wonder of His love and assurance of forgiveness.  

Amen.   
 

    ï Pastor Moore 

ñEaster Altar Offering?!ò 
 

This Easter, as in the past, we are en-
couraging you, the members of St. Mar-

tinôs, to make a special Easter Altar Offering  in recogni-
tion of the blessings God has granted us that first Easter 
when Christ rose from the dead. In a year, like this year 
when financial concerns seem to be on everyoneôs mind.  
Prior to the service members are welcome to make their 
special Easter Altar Offerings  by coming forward and 
placing their offering in the basket at the Altar.   
 

 You may be concerned about weather or not making 
such a special gift would be wise.  God promises to bless 
us and to meet all of the needs of our lives. The Lord re-
minded the people through the prophet Malachi ñBring 
the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 
food in my house.  Test me in this, says the Lord Al-
mighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not 
have room enough for it.ò  As we make offerings and 
brings gifts into Godôs house He promises to bless us!  
We will have what we need and more when we trust in 
the Lordðeven when we give back to Him.  He always 
provides for our needs.   
 

 We thank God this Easter for His blessing us with the 
assurance that, through Christ, we are forgiven and 
granted the gift of eternal life. We bring special Easter 
Altar Offerings  as a way of Joyfully Sharing Godôs Gifts. 
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High School Seniors 
St. Martinõs is Celebrating  

Your High School Graduation! 
 

On May 26 at 7 pm St. Martins will be holding a special Bacca-
laureate service of thanksgiving for all or our High School Sen-
iors who are graduating in 2010.  We will be asking all High 
School Seniors to wear their cap and gowns and to sit together. 
 

This service is an opportunity for the entire congregation to ac-
knowledge this mile stone in the lives of our young adults.  We 
thank God for His blessings pour out upon them thus far and ask 
for His continued grace in their lives.   
 

If you are a senior, plan on attending and celebrating the won-
ders of what God continues to accomplish in your life. 
 

If you are a parent, plan on coming and thanking God for His 
blessing upon your child and asking for His continued care as 
they enter a new time in their lives. 
 

If you are a member of St. Martinôs who is not related to a high 
school senior, plan on attending and showing our support and 
celebrate this milestone in our young peopleôs lives.  Join in the 
prayers for Godôs blessing them as they begin the journey into 
adulthood.  Join in the thanksgiving for Godôs blessing.  Join in 
the celebration.   
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Planet Zoom:  Where Bold 

Bee-lievers Zip, Zap and 

Zoom for Jesus is the theme of 

this summerôs Vacation Bible School 

at St. Martinôs.  Invite your friends 

and neighbors .  There will be some-

thing for everyone Age 4- Grade 7 with lots of opportuni-

ties for older teens, adults and seniors to volunteer! 
 

Save the dates:  Monday-Friday, July 19-23, 2010, from 

8:45-11:30 each morning.  Weôll see you at Planet Zoom 

this summer!!! 
 

Volunteers needed:  You can bee a missionary without 

leaving Winona by volunteering to help with VBS as a 

preschool  or kindergarten teacher or helper; small group 

leader or helper;  member of one of the site teams (crafts/

snacks/games); or by helping with decorations, registra-

tion, or the closing picnic.  Contact Ruth Badciong (454-

4418 or badciong@hbci.com ) to volunteer.  Have a spe-

cial talent that you donôt see mentioned above?  Thereôs a 

place for you also in the St. Martinôs Planet Zoom hive 

ñwhere bold bee-lievers zip, zap and zoom for Jesus!!ò 
 

P.S.  On-line registration will be available once again this 

summer.  Watch this space for the latest in VBS news! 
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SPRING FLING  
event 

is 
Saturday, April 17, 1:30-3 pm 

 

in 
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An afternoon of fellowship  
and entertainment is being planned. 

 

If you would like to attend, please sign up on the sheet  
posted on the narthex bulletin board or telephone Lois  

at the church office (452-6928, ext. 100) by April 5.   

 

MISSION NOTES 
 

Direct support opportunities for March/April: 
 

Check out the Missions Bulletin Board in the church narthex 
for an assortment of Minnesota South District direct support 
opportunities in the Twin Cities.  There are many mission 
fields in our own backyard that could use your prayers and 
support.  Please feel free to contact Eileen Abraham at 454-
2995 with any questions on these mission wish lists for vari-
ous ethnic mission/outreach opportunities. 
 

Coins for Christ 
 

The Board of Missions has designated the Coins for Christ 
received in March and April 2010 toward offsetting the cost 
advertising for National Lutheran School Week of St. Mar-
tinôs School. 

MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITY 
February 18, 2010 through March 18, 2010 

 

REINSTATED: 
 Darin Salisbury 
 

RELEASED: 
 Layla Lunde 
 

TRANSFERRED TO THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT: 
 2/18 �³Sharon Sherriff  
 3/15 �³Harry Verdick 
 3/17 �³Laverne Luedtke 
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE: 
 12/1/09 �³�:�L�O�O�L�D�P���´�%�L�O�O�µ���/�L�Q�G�H�Q�D�X 
 

FUNERALS: 
 2/19 �³�5�L�F�K�D�U�G���´�'�L�F�N�µ���1�L�H�P�H�\�H�U�� 
 2/23 �³Mildred Sass  
 3/12 �³Donna Buege  

IDENTITY THEFT:  What you need to know.  
 

Identity theft can happen to anyone, anywhere, at anytime.  

Donôt let it happen to you. 
 

Join us for a free educational workshop, ñIdentity Theft: 

What you need to know,ò is a free 50-minute workshop 

designed to help participants learn: 

How identity theft can occur. 

Tips to help protect themselves. 

Steps to take if identity theft happens to them. 
 

The workshop will be presented by Thrivent Financial rep-

resentative Ken Bittner.   
 

When:     Sunday, April 18, following a potluck lunch at 

12 noon.  Bring a food to share and your 

own table service. 

Where:    St. Martinôs Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 
 

A sign-up sheet is located on the narthex bulletin board or 

call the church office (452-6928, ext. 100) by April 7, to 

insure that materials are available for you for the workshop.  

If you have any questions, contact Eileen Abraham or Lois 

Stark.   
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open door is the  

light of life eternal.  

mailto:badciong@hbci.com

