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W I N O N A  ú M I N N E S O T A  

                        S i n c e  1 8 5 6 

"Prepare the way of the Lord!"  
 

 This was the proclamation of John the Baptist.  
It was the purpose for which he was sent as the 
herald to announce the coming of Jesus.  It is 
also the theme of the season of Advent.  Prepa-
ration, the getting ready, is what these weeks 
prior to Christmas are all about. 
 

 Advent is a time for God's people to prepare 
for the awesome and joyful event of welcoming 
God's Son.  Once He came in Bethlehem!  To-
day He comes through Word and Sacrament!  
Tomorrow He comes to end time and take us 
home!  And Advent is the season in which we 
prepare for each of these comings with repen-
tance, rejoicing, and celebrating. 
 

 To celebrate means to relive events of the 
past and to do it with feeling.  Moods and emo-
tions change determined by what we are cele-
brating.  High school students celebrating a foot-
ball victory express an entirely different emotion 
than a woman sitting beside a tombstone in a 
cemetery on Memorial Day.  But both are cele-
brating.  We, as Christians, celebrate the birth, 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ by 
observing the seasons of the church year with 
its different moods of repentance, joy and hope. 
 

 Think for a moment how we celebrate a birth-
day.  We have the ritual of cake and candles, 
food and drink, song and gifts, cards and deco-
rations.  But, isn't it true that every good birthday 
party is in some way different from every other 
birthday party?  The best celebrations are only 
carried out with preparation, planning and par-
ticipation. 
 

 In a like manner our Christmas celebrations 
can only be complete, can only be truly a bless-
ing, if we have taken the opportunity to prepare, 
to plan, and to participate.  God calls on each of 
us through the words of John the Baptist to pre-

pare a way for Him.  We do this in Advent by 
setting aside time from the hectic schedule to 
reflect upon who we are and what God has 
done for us. 
 

 The gift of God's love and forgiveness that 
we celebrate on Christmas can only be appre-
ciated if we have taken the time to prepare.  It 
can only be understood if we have looked into 
our own lives and seen the need we have for 
God to act because of our own sinfulness.  
Christmas can only be a joyous celebration if 
we have seen that on that day, so many years 
ago, a Child was born--to die.  To die, so that 
you and I might live lives free from guilt.  To 
die, so that you and I might walk in God's 
mercy and light.  To die, so that you and I 
might know the love of a Father who would 
sacrifice His Son for us. 
 

 But Advent is more than just the preparation 
for the celebration of God's love for us at 
Christmas.  It is the season of preparation for 
the daily celebration of God's continual love 
and caring.  And it is the preparation for the 
final blessing--God's promised return to take us 
home to Himself.  It is learning to focus our 
lives so that we talk, think and behave as those 
who prepared--as those who are waiting, ready 
and willing. 
 

 This Advent we may very well find ourselves 
over-burdened.  We will see the shopping days 
counted down.  We may wish that we had 
started sooner.  We may even get to the point 
of just wanting it "TO BE OVER!!!"  But in all of 
it let us not forget to truly "Prepare the way of 
the Lord" -- to humbly bow before our God and 
to sit in awesome wonder at His love for us and 
then to celebrate -- to gather in worship and 
prepare for His coming.   
              -- Pastor Moore  
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A Christmas Gift  
 
 Christmas is nearly here!  At many houses this 
means that the search is on.  I refer, of course, to the 
search of the perfect gift for your loved family members.  
We contemplate their likes and dislikes.  We think of the 
gifts that they have given to us.  We want this yearôs gift 
to be special, one that speaks of our love, that acknowl-
edges how important this person is to us. 

 God went through that same process 
when He was deciding to send us Jesus 
as the perfect ñChristmas Gift.ò  Knowing 
our sin, knowing what we really needed, 
God sent the perfect Christmas Gift, the 
Gift of a Savior.  Sparing no expense, 
paying the price of blood, He purchased 
our salvation.   

 As we prepare to give gifts to all those who mean so 
much to us this Christmas Season, will we forget the 
One for Whom the season is named?  The Board of 
Stewardship invites you to take the time to consider this 
question, ñWhat gift shall I give to God this year as I 
celebrate Christmas?ò   

 One possibility is found in the Holiday Gift for Christ.  
This special offering is a gift given to God, as we pre-
pare gifts for others, in celebration of our Saviorôs birth.  
It is designed to be beyond the normal offering or tithe, 
a special gift to God acknowledging His coming to save 
us.  This year the Holiday Gift for Christ will be received 
on the 1st Weekend of Advent, December 5th & 6th.  It is 
time to consider what gift would speak of our love, and 
acknowledge how important this person, Jesus, is to us. 

         The Board of Stewardship   

Mid -Week Advent Service Themes 
 

 ñO Come, O Come, Emmanuelò is one of the favorite 

hymns of the Advent Season in all of Christendom.  Each 

verse of this hymn starts with a title give to Christ, our 

Savior in the prophesies of His birth in Scripture.  Jesus is 

called ñWisdom and Lord of Might,ò ñThe rod of Jesse 

and the Key of David,ò ñOur Dayspring and The Desire of 

Nationsò, and finally ñEmmanuelò.   
 

 These titles and what they reveal about the Christ Child 

born in Bethlehem will be the theme of our Midweek 

Lenten services this year.  Plan on joining in the worship 

and praise of God as we prepare for the celebration of His 

birth.  Services will be held Wednesdays of Advent at both 

1:30 and 5:30 pm. 
 

12/2 -- ñChrist Our Wisdom and Lord of Mightò   
 

 Sermon Title:  ñChrist Is Coming As Godôs Saving 

Wisdomò 

 Text:  1 Corinthians 1:22-31 
 

12/9 -- ñChrist the Rod of Jesse and the Key of Davidò 
 

 Sermon Title:  ñChrist Is Coming In Weakness But 

With A Powerful Keyò 

 Text:  1 Peter 3:18-22 
 

12/16 -- ñChrist our Dayspring and the Desire of Nationsò 
 

 Sermon Title:  ñChrist Comes As A Light To The 

Nations In Darknessò 

 Text:  Luke 2:29-32 
 

12/23 ï  ñJesus ChristðGod with usò 
 

 Sermon Title:  ñChrist Is God With Us Bringing Us 

Back To The Garden Of Paradiseò 

 Text:  John 1:1-5, 14  

THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS  
 

From 1558 until 1829, the Catholics in England weren't permitted to practice their faith openly.  During this time, "The 

Twelve Days of Christmas" was written in England as a catechism song for young Catholics.  There are two levels of 

meaning - one surface meaning and a hidden meaning known only to Catholics, in which each element was a symbol for a 

religious reality, helping the children to remember. 
 

--"The partridge in a pear tree"  is Jesus Christ; 

--"Two turtle doves"  - Old and New Testament; 

--"Three French hens" - Faith, Hope and Charity; 

--"Four calling birds"  - Four Gospels; 

--"Five golden rings"  - First five books of the Old Testament; 

--"Six geese a laying" - Six days of Creation; 

--"Seven swans a swimming" - Seven gifts from the Holy Spirit; 

--"Eight maids a milking"  - Eight Beatitudes; 

--"Nine ladies dancing" - Nine fruits of the Holy Spirit; 

--"Ten lords a leaping"  - Ten Commandments; 

--"Eleven Pipers piping" - Eleven faithful disciples; and 

--"Twelve drummers drumming" - Twelve points of belief in the Apostles Creed. 
 

        -- Fr. Jos. J. Walker, SJ, Transcriptions    


